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UNITED STATES 

JOHN WILLIAM CIAYTON, OF 

QULTING ATTACHMENT 

PATENT OFFICE. 

CHATTAN OO GA, TENNESSEE. 

FOR SEWING-MACHINEs. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 482,467, dated September 13, 1892. 
Application filed April 26, 1892, 

To all whon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN WILLIAM, CLAY 

TON, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Chattanooga, in the county of Hamilton 
and State of Tennessee, have invented a new 
and useful Quilting-Frame, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in quilting-frames; and 
it consists in the construction and combina 
tion of the parts thereof, as will be more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed. 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

device of this character having a free move 
ment in a horizontal plane and adjustable to 
adapt the same for fanciful or design stitch 
ing, and wherein the parts are connected in 
such manner as to be readily folded for stor 
age or transportation. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of the quilting-frame, shown in position 
in connection with a sewing-machine arm. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section on the 
line a ac, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail perspective 
view of the quilting-frame proper, shown de 
tached. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view of 
the suspending-frame, shown disconnected 
and the parts thereof folded in dotted lines. 
Fig. 5 is a section on the line y J, Fig. 1, en 
larged. Fig. 6 is a section on the line 22, 
Fig. 3. 
Similar numerals of reference indicate cor 

responding parts in the several views. 
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1 

designates a track-wire, which is connected at 
its opposite ends to hooks 2, suitably secured 
to opposite portions of a room and provided 
with a suitable tension attachment 3. On 
the said track-wire 1 is movably mounted a 
carriage, which consists of a beam 4, having 
grooved wheels 5, supported in vertical po 
sition on the upper sides of the ends thereof 
by standards 6. A supporting-frame is pivot 
ally secured to the said carriage and consists 
of a horizontal beam 7, and through the cen 
tral portion thereof extends a bolt or pintle 8, 
projecting from the beam 4 of the carriage. 
Between the beams 4 and 7 and fitted around 
the bolt or pintle 8 is a washer 9, which 
Slightly separates the two beams 4 and 7 and 
takes up the Wear upon the same. Extend 
ing through the beam 7 from the bottom to 
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the top thereof are set-screws 10, which are 
disposed on opposite sides of the bolt or pin 
tle 8 and are adapted to lock the suspending 
frame against rotative movement when it is 
desired to run a straight seam. 
To the ends of the beam 7 suspending-arms 

11 are hinged, as at 12, and the lower ends of 
the said arms 1 are formed with a series of 5 
openings 13 for the purposes of attachment 
and adjustment, as will be more fully herein 
after set forth. These arms 11 normally stand 
at an oblique angle and are braced against 
the beveled ends 14 of the beam 7. 
The quiting-frame is constructed with sec 

tional end strips, which are formed in two 
parts 15 and 16, hinged at 17, so that the part 
15 may be folded over on the part 16 at each 
end to provide a compact construction for 
storage or transportation. The parts 16 are 
rigidly connected by a cross-strip 18, and said 
parts 16 are formed with rear elevated exten 
sions 19. Rollers 20, 21, and 22 are held be 
tween the end strips composed of the parts 
15 and 16, the roller 20 being carried by the 
parts 15 and the rollers 21 and 22 by the parts 
16. One end of each of the rollers 20 and 21 
is pivotally, but not removably, connected, 
respectively, to the parts 15 and 16 of one end 
strip, and the opposite ends of said rollers are 
removably fitted in slots 23 and 24, formed in 
the opposite parts 15 and 16 of the other end 
strip and held in connection with said slots 
by removable pins or keys 25. The roller 22 
is journaled in a suitable manner, but is not 
adjustable, and is formed with a series of 
points or Spurs 26, adapted to take into por 
tions of the quilt being operated upon to regu 
late the tension thereof and obviate slack 
therein. The ends of the Several rollers are 
provided with ratchet-teeth 27, which are en 
gaged by adjacently-situated pawls 28 in or 
der to sustain the adjustment of these rollers 
for evident purposes. To the parts 16 over 
the brace or strip 18 are secured hinged arms 
29, having a series of holes 30 therein, which 
are adapted to align with the holes 13 in the 
arms 11 of the suspending-frame for the pur 
pose of connecting the quilting-frame proper 
to the said suspending-frame, and through 
the medium of the series of holes 30 the ele 
vation of the quilting-frame may be controlled 
to adjust the same to various heights of ma 
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chine-tables or sewing-machine arms. The 
rear elevated extensions 19 are formed in con 
nection with the parts 16 of the end strips or 
bars in order to elevate the outside roller 21 
sufficiently to bring the top of the quilt to 
bear on the pins, teeth, or spurs of the roller 
or bar 22, and thereby cause the teeth, spurs, 
or pins to engage the quilt and stretch and 
hold the slack cloth which results from roll 
ing the unfinished quilt. Through the me 
dium of the swiveled or pivoted connection 
between the carriage and the suspending 
frame itadapts the attachment for use in work 
ing up fanciful designs of whatever nature 
may be desired, and when it is necessary to 
run a straight seam the set-screws 10 are 
brought into play to secure the suspending 
frame to the carriage and tightly hold the 
parts against movement. The quilting-frame 
is placed under the arm of a sewing-machine, 
which occupies a position between the roller 
20 and the strip or brace 18. This position 
ing of the quilting-frame may be accomplished 
readily in view of the construction set forth, 
and by the movement, either laterally or 
slightly angular, the stitching may be ma 
nipulated, as desired, to form scrolls, curves, 
or writing, and the several parts may be ad 
justed for straight stitching, as has been set 
forth. The hinges connecting the parts 15 
and 16 of the end strips or bars are for the 
purpose of folding the quilting-frame while 
the same is hanging, and thereby causing the 
same to Occupy a small space in a room in 
which it may be located. 
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If desired for the purpose of storage, the 
parts may be readily disconnected andfolded 
in compact form. 
IHaving thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is 
1. In a quilting-frame, the combination of a 

carriage, a suspending-frame pivotally con 
nected to said carriage, a quilting-frame 
proper connected to said suspending-frame, 
and set-screws in said suspending-frame 
adapted to engage the carriage for the pur 
pose of holding the quilting-frame in rigid 
adjustment for straight-running stitches, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. In a device of the characterset forth, the 
combination of a carriage, a suspending-frame 
having an upper beam movably connected to 
Said carriage, obliquely-arranged arms hinged 
at their upper ends to the ends of said beam 
and having a series of openings extending 
through the lower portion of each, a folding 
quilting-frame supporting rollers and having 
plates hinged to the centers of the end strips 
thereof, said plates having a series of open 
ings in their free ends, and removable pins 
adapted to be inserted through aligned open 
ings of said plates and obliquely-arranged 
arms, substantially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN WILLIAM CLAYTON. 
Witnesses: 

SAML. KAUL, 
W. OT. BOWLING. 
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