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This invention relates to support apparatus for hanging 
drapery materials such as extensible panels and valance 
therefor and, more particularly, to a new and improved 
structure adapted for incorporation of serpentine, pleat 
forming elements threadable into the panels and valance. 

For some time there has been known to the art a 
method of forming uniform pleats in drapery material by 
inserting in an upper hem thereof a metallic, springy, 
resilient member of serpentine or sinuous configuration 
symmetrical character. When such is appropriately in 
serted in the hem along an upper edge of drapery mate 
rial, then the entire material will tend to fall into folds 
corresponding to the sinuous character of the resilient 
member therein inclosed. The inventor has found that 
existing drapery suspension materials have to be modified 
a considerable extent in order to accommodate the mount 
ing of such fold-forming resilient members. 

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to 
provide a new and useful support apparatus for hanging 
drapery materials in such a manner as to exhibit uniform 
folds therein. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and useful support apparatus for hanging drapery 
materials wherein serpentine, fold-forming elements are 
included within the apparatus, the remainder of the same 
being adapted for such incorporation so that the desired 
type of hanging may be obtained. 

According to the present invention the support appara 
tus combination includes a pair of wall brackets with 
traverse and valance rod members disposed between the 
wall brackets and in spaced, parallel relationship. The 
wall brackets are conventional except for a pair of respec 
tive anchor hooks which serve to mount a stretched, ser 
pentine, fold-forming valance support therebetween. This 
fold-forming valance support is, for example, threaded 
through the upper hem of a valance but remaining, how 
ever, in a horizontal plane. The fold-forming support 
is preferably symmetrical, with openings therein disposed 
where the plane of symmetry intersects the support. 

Novel hook supports engage a conventional traverse 
rod and extend laterally and horizontally therefrom to 
approach the concave regions of the drapery and its fold 
forming support member. The hook-configured end por 
tions of the support hooks engage the drapery material 
and fold-forming support member by hooking through 
the same in such a manner, as hereinafter to be explained, 
that they will not be disclosed to view. By the mounting 
apertures or openings of the fold-forming support mem 
bers being disposed along the center axis of the support 
member, the weight of the valance drapery is equally dis 
tributed on both sides of member's axis so that no rota 
tive moment is present. Additional, fold-forming devices, 
also taking the form of resilient, serpentine, apertured 
members, are threaded through the tops of right and left 
drapery panels, the latter panels being secured to the 
traverse rod by hooking drapery pins through the panels 
and their respective, slideable support elements of the 
traverse rod, and also through the openings in the fold 
forming device. The slide members of the traverse rod 
include depending forks which engage the ends of the 
serpentine, fold-forming members so as to assure a uni 
form, desired travel thereof when the drapery actuating 
cord is pulled. The fold-forming members are anchored 
in a novel way to depending brackets which extend from 
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the junctures of the traverse rod and the associated wall 
brackets. 
A novel lock is provided to accommodate the fold 

forming devices in having, in addition to a novel reac 
tion-bar and tooth lever combination, a guard to prevent 
the fold-forming devices and material covering the same 
from interfering with the lock. Instead of this lock, how 
ever, a conventional two-pulley unit may be used where 
floor pulleys are to be installed. 
The features of the present invention which are believed 

to be novel are set forth with particularity in the ap 
pended claims. The present invention, both as to its 
crganization and manner of operation, together with fur 
ther objects and advantages thereof, may best be under 
stood by reference to the following description, taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is an elevation of the support apparatus of 

the present invention with drapery panels and valance 
being shown in fragmentary view. 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view of the apparatus shown in 

FIGURE 1, the valance and drapery panels being re 
moved for purposes of clarity. 
FIGURE 2A is a section taken along the line 2A-2A 

in FIGURE 2, 
FIGURE 2B is a section taken along the line 2B-2B 

in FIGURE 2, 
FIGURE 2C is a view taken along the line 2C-2C in 

FIGURE 2, illustrating the representative support hook 
of the present invention. 
FIGURE 3 is a plan view of the support hook of the 

present invention, with the associated drapery and valance 
support member being shown in fragmentary, dotted lines. 
FIGURE 4 is a view taken along the line 4-4 in FIG 

URE 3. - 

FIGURE 5 is a view (side elevation) taken along the 
line 5-5 in FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 6A is a view taken along the line 6-6 in 

FIGURE 2, illustrating one type of anchor hook employed 
by the present invention. 
FIGURE 6B is a view taken along the line 6-6 in 

FIGURE 2 and illustrates a second type of anchor hook 
of the present invention as being integral with and a part 
of the wall bracket of the apparatus. 
FIGURE 7 is an elevation, partially in section, of the 

depending bracket and pulley bracket combination em 
ployed in the present invention. 
FIGURE 8 is a view taken along the line 8-8 in FIG 

URE 7. 
FIGURE 9 is a front elevation, partially cut away for 

purposes of clarity, illustrating the lock member of the 
present invention. 
FIGURE 10 is a view taken along the line 10-10 in 

FIGURE 9. 
FIGURE 11 is an elevation, partially broken away for 

purposes of clarity, illustrating a conventional, two-pulley 
member employable in the apparatus where floor pulleys 
are to be used. - 

In FIGURES 1, 2, 2A and 2B the drapery support 
apparatus is shown to include a traverse rod member 10, 
a valance rod member 11 and a pair of wall brackets 12 
and 12 which support in parallel, spaced relationship the 
traverse and valance rod members 10 and 11 by U-con 
figured supports 13 and 14, at both ends thereof. The 
wall brackets 12 including the U-configured supports 13 
and 14 are purely conventional, except for the inclusion 
of the anchor hooks 15 which shall be hereinafter de 
scribed. Wall bracket, clip member 16 is likewise strictly 
conventional and supports in spaced relationship the me 
dial portions of the traverse rod and valance rod mem 
bers 10 and 11, this bracket being mounted in a conven 
tional manner to the wall. 





operate to give positive retention to the resilient serpentine 
members 33 and 34 so as to enable the drapery panels to 
be drawn easily together and apart, and this without dis torting the regular fold appearance of the forward edges 
drapery panels. In the absence of the fork structure in 
the slide members 28 and 28, it has been found that the 
appearance of the drapery material along the innermost 
edge region becomes distorted and the drawing of the 
drapes undesirable. 
As is shown in FIGURES 7 and 8 the retention bracket 

35 may also include an additional bracket 41 provided 
with a mounting screw 42. The pulley 43 of bracket 
41 must be mounted in a rotatable manner on pin 43' so 
that it may end-mount the conventional draw cord 44 
(see FIGURE 8 and FIGURE 2). The slide members 
28 are secured to opposite lengths of the cord 44 in a 
conventional manner. Screw 42 in FIGURE 8 serves 
to mount the bracket 41-35 combination to the end of 
traverse rod 10'. 

In FIGURES 1, 2, 9 and 10 the cord lock on the in 
vention is illustrated and is designated by the numeral 
45. Cord lock 45 includes a rotatably mounted (or 
"fixed' for a relatively slick cord) pulley wheel (or pulley 
wheels) 46 over which both lengths of the draw cord 44 
pass. A reaction bar 47 is fixedly disposed within the 
lock 45. The lever 48, spring biased by spring 49 in 
engagement with reaction pin 50, includes a central leg 
51 having teeth 52 cooperating with reaction bar 47 to 
stop the movement of the cord 44 and all tendencies of 
movement thereof. As is seen with reference to FIG 
URE 10, the cord 44 passes through a pair of holes 53' 
in lower lever flange 53 and, with the spring bias exerted 
upon the lever 48 being such as to urge the lever 48 in a 
clockwise direction about its pivot, the making taut of 
the cord 44 will release teeth 52 from cord 44 and open 
the space between teeth 52 and reaction bar 47; when, 
however, the operator removes his hand from the cord 
44 and the cord becomes slackened, then the lever 48 as 
sumes position as shown in FIGURE 9. 
The guard element 54 protects the lock 45 from inter 

ference by the drapery material disposed upon resilient 
member 34 in FIGURE 1. This the inventor has found 
essential to incorporate in the design of the lock appara 
tus so as to preclude the inadvertent interference of 
drapery material and the resilient member with the func 
tion of the lock. 

Pulley member 55 having rotatable pulley wheels 55' 
in FIGURE 11 may be substituted in place of the lock 
45 in FIGURES 9 and 10 where a floor pulley arrange 
ment is to be installed. In the case of a floor pulley the 
tension on the cord will be sufficient to preclude the in 
advertent movement of the drapery material. 
While particular embodiments of the present invention 

have been shown and described, it will be obvious to 
those skilled in the art that changes and modifications 
may be made without departing from this invention in 
its broader aspects, and, therefore, the aim in the ap 
pended claims is to cover all such changes and modifica 
tions as fall within the true spirit and scope of this in 
vention. 

claim: 
1. A support apparatus combination for hanging a pair 

of drapery panels and associated valance, including, in 
combination, a pair of wall bracket members; a traverse 
rod member affixed at its ends to and between said brack 
et members at medial points thereof and including right 
and left, manually actuatable slide members and a respec 
tive plurality of support elements; a valance rod member 
affixed at its ends to and between said bracket members 
and disposed parallel to and outwardly of said traverse 
rod member; right and left, resilient members, each of 
sinuous form and in a horizontal plane, threaded through 
said drapery panels, respectively, and affixed at one end 
thereof to said right and left slide members, respectively, 
thereby being extensible for adjusting drapery panel width, 
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2,089, i20 
each of said resilient members being symmetrical and 
provided with openings at points at which the plane of 
symmetry cuts thereacross; first and second means for 
fixedly positioning the remaining ends of said right and 
left resilient members, respectively, in proximity with the 
associated ends of said traverse rod member; pin means 
for securing said drapery panels and their respective re 
silient members to said support elements at selected ones 
of said resilient member openings; a valance support 
member of sinuous form threaded through said valance 
and supported along selected points thereof from said 
valance rod member; and first and second means for fix 
edly positioning the ends of said valance support mem 
ber in proximity with the associated ends of said valance 
rod member. 

2. Apparatus according to claim 1 in which said val 
ance support member is symmetrical and is provided with 
openings at points at which the plane of symmetry cuts 
thereacross, and in which said valance rod member in 
cludes a plurality of lateral, outwardly protruding, sub 
stantially horizontally disposed, support hooks having 
hook-configured ends, said support hook being selec 
tively interspaced with the ends thereof approaching re 
spective concave regions of said sinuous, valance support 
member and laterally hooking through said valance sup 
port member at corresponding ones of said openings there 
of. 

3. Apparatus according to claim 1 in which said val 
ance support member is symmetrical and is provided 
with openings at points at which the plane of symmetry 
cuts thereacross, said valance rod member comprising: 
a valance rod the cross-section of which is vertically ori 
ented and of an elongated, C-configuration with the in 
wardly directed edges thereof substantially approaching 
each other; and a plurality of lateral, outwardly protrud 
ing, substantially horizontally disposed support hooks hav 
ing upwardly curved, hook-configured ends and a J-con 
figured base provided with notches engaging said inward 
ly directed edges of said valance rod, said support hooks 
approaching concave regions of said valance Support 
member and said hook-configured ends laterally hooking 
through said valance support member at corresponding 
ones of said openings thereof. 

4. Apparatus according to claim 1 in which said first 
and second means for fixedly positioning the remaining 
ends of said right and left resilient members each com 
prises: a retention bracket fixedly disposed in proximity 
with the junctures of said traverse rod and said wall 
brackets, each retention bracket including a depending leg 
portion provided with a pin receiving aperture and lateral 
flange end also having a pin receiving aperture; and a pin 
disposed through an end one of said openings of said re 
silient member and passing through said leg and flange 
apertures. 

5. Apparatus according to claim 1 in which said valance 
support member is symmetrical and is provided with open 
ings at points at which the plane of symmetry cuts there 
across, and in which said first and second means for fixedly 
positioning the ends of said valance support member each 
comprises an outwardly extending anchor hook exhibiting 
a hook portion engaging an end one of said valance Sup 
port member openings, said anchor hook extending from 
a respective one of said wall brackets, and said valance 
support member being resilient and stretched between 
said anchor hooks. 

6. Apparatus according to claim 1 in which said trav 
erse rod member includes an end cord lock, said cord 
lock, including: pulley means, a reaction bar disposed 
below said pulley means, pivoted, spring biased, lever 
means having a lower flange provided with cord apertures 
and a central leg exhibiting teeth cooperable with said 
reaction bar, and guard means for preventing drapery 
contact with said lever means; said traverse rod also in 
cluding an actuating cord pulleyed at the remaining trav 
erse rod end, opposite lengths of said cord being affixed 
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to said slide members and passed in between said reaction and finger pressure is applied to said base to lessen the 
bar and said teeth and through said lower flange cord obtuse character thereof. 
apertures of said lever means. 

7. Apparatus according to claim 1 in which each of References Cited in the file of this patent 
said slide members includes a depending fork, the trans 
latable end of each of said resilient members being respec- UNITED STATES PATENTS 
tively disposed within the fork of its respective slide 1914,027 Kress ----------------- June 13, 1933 
member. 2,238,891 Cohen et al. ------------ Apr. 22, 1941 

8. Apparatus according to claim 3 in which said J-con- 2,366,986 Siden ------------------------- Jan. 9, 1945 
figured base of each of said support hooks is resilient and 10 2,412,608 Fridolph ---------------- Dec. 17, 1946 
of obtuse character, said base. normally fixedly engaging 2,559,072 Hasselwander –----------- July 3, 1951 
said valance rod being slidable therealong when thumb 


