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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN SCHOFIELD, of 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented an 
Instrument for Cutting out Photographs, of 
which the following is a specification: 
The object of my invention is to afford fa 

cilities for the cutting out of photographs to 
an oval or other shape; and this object I at 
tain by means of the instrument illustrated in 
in the perspective view, Figure 1 of the ac 
companying drawing, in which 
A is a rim of metal, made, in the present 

instance, in the form of an oval, both exter. 
nally and internally, and to opposite sides of 
this rim are riveted or otherwise secured the 
legs of a handle, B, by which the operator 
with one hand applies the instrument to and 
presses it on the photographic picture, while, 
with a sharp knife held in the other hand and 
applied to the outer edge of the oval rim, as 
a guide, he cuts the paper to the desired oval shape. 
In order that the knife can have no tenden 

cy, by its drawing action, to crumple the pa 
per and cut it irregularly, I make the rim of 
the shape illustrated on an exaggerated scale 

in the transverse section, Fig. 2, so that the 
strip will bear at or near its outer edge only 
on the paper, thereby effectually confining the 
same during the cutting operation. 
The operator in adjusting the instrument 

Will take care that the inner edge of the rim 
bears a proper relation to the picture on the 
paper. This inner edge of the rim is in ex 
act accord with the outer edge of the same; 
that of the cut paper must necessarily bear a 
proper relation to the picture thereon. 
Although the rim is illustrated, in the pres 

ent instance, as being of an oval shape, it 
may be made in any other form to which it is 
desired to cut the photograph. 
I claim as my invention 
The guide, consisting of the rim A. and han 

dle B, constructed and arranged substantially 
as and for the purpose described. 
Intestimony whereof Ihave signed my name 

to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

JOHN SCHOFELD. 
Witnesses: 

WM. A. STEEL, 
HUBERT HOWSON. 


