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1
DOLL SHOE WITH IMPROVED RETENTION

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The presently disclosed subject matter relates to a doll
shoe that can be easily used and effectively retained on the
feet of a wide variety of dolls. The presently disclosed
subject matter also includes methods of making and using
the doll shoes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Dolls have been used and enjoyed by children and col-
lectors for centuries. Toy dolls come in a wide variety of
shapes, sizes, and appearances to conform to the real life
animal or human figure they are intended to represent. From
the simple rag doll made of cloth material filled with stuffing
to the finely detailed and highly realistic human baby dolls
made from ceramic, wooden, or soft molded plastics mate-
rials, children in every culture enjoy playing with dolls. Toy
dolls encourage children to use their imaginations and to
develop human relationships. Thus, children use their imagi-
nation when playing with dolls in a variety of scenarios,
such as singing on stage, driving in a car, or working in an
office. During play, children routinely change the doll’s
clothing and footwear to match a particular scenario or play
situation. However, when it comes to footwear, it is not
uncommon for one or more shoes to become dislodged from
the doll’s foot and lost during play. It would therefore be
beneficial to provide an improved doll shoe that is both
aesthetically pleasing and that can be effectively retained on
a doll’s foot for an extended period of time.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In some embodiments, the presently disclosed subject
matter is directed to a doll shoe comprising a top face and
an opposed bottom face, a front face and an opposed rear
face, and a pair of side faces. The top face comprises an
opening that extends into an interior of the doll shoe, the
opening defined by one or more retention elements. The
shoe includes a counterweight.

In some embodiments, the opening has a conical shape.

In some embodiments, the opening has a first end adjacent
to the top face of the doll shoe and an opposed second end
within the shoe interior, and wherein the opening is tapered
from the opening first end to the opening second end.

In some embodiments, the one or more retention elements
are configured as a helical thread that tapers and extends a
length of the opening.

In some embodiments, a diameter of the first end of the
opening is about 0.2-2 inches and a diameter of the second
end of the opening is about 0.1-1.9 inches.

In some embodiments, the one or more retention elements
are configured as concentric rings, each ring having a
diameter that decreases as the rings move from the opening
first end to the opening second end.

In some embodiments, the diameter of a ring positioned
adjacent to the first end of the opening is about 0.2-2 inches
and the diameter of a ring positioned adjacent to the second
end of the opening is about 0.1-1.9 inches.

In some embodiments, the concentric rings are uniformly
distributed along the opening from the first end to the second
end. For example, each successive ring is spaced a set
distance (e.g., the same distance for all rings) from adjacent
rings.

10

25

35

40

45

55

2

In some embodiments, the concentric rings are clustered
adjacent to the first end of the opening, the second end of the
opening, or between the first and second ends of the opening.

In some embodiments, the one or more retention elements
are constructed from rubber, silicone, metal, wood, plastic,
or combinations thereof.

In some embodiments, the one or more retention elements
are rigid.

In some embodiments, the one or more retention elements
are flexible.

In some embodiments, the counterweight is positioned
adjacent to the front side of the shoe.

In some embodiments, the counterweight is configured as
a region of the shoe positioned adjacent to, but separate
from, the top opening of the shoe.

In some embodiments, the counterweight has a weight of
about 1-16 ounces.

In some embodiments, the presently disclosed subject
matter is directed to a method of retaining a doll shoe on a
foot of a doll. Particularly, the method comprises inserting
the doll foot within the top opening of the disclosed doll
shoe. The method includes applying pressure such that the
one or more retention elements contact and retain the doll
foot within the top opening of the doll shoe. The method
includes removing the pressure, whereby the one or more
retention elements grip the doll foot and thereby retain the
doll foot within the top opening of the shoe.

In some embodiments, the doll foot is a peg foot.

In some embodiments, a shoe is positioned on each foot
of the doll.

In some embodiments, the doll maintains a standing
position after the shoes have been retained on the feet of the
doll. Stated another way, the doll can remain in a standing
position with no additional support from the user or any
implements (e.g., the doll does not lean and is not supported
by the user’s hand).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1a is a perspective view of a doll shoe in accordance
with some embodiments of the presently disclosed subject
matter.

FIG. 15 is a cross-sectional side view of a doll shoe in
accordance with some embodiments of the presently dis-
closed subject matter.

FIG. 1c is a cross-sectional side view of a doll shoe in
accordance with some embodiments of the presently dis-
closed subject matter.

FIG. 2a is a side plan view of a doll shoe in accordance
with some embodiments of the presently disclosed subject
matter.

FIG. 2b is a rear view of a doll shoe in accordance with
some embodiments of the presently disclosed subject matter.

FIG. 3a is a top plan view of a doll shoe comprising screw
thread retention elements in accordance with some embodi-
ments of the presently disclosed subject matter.

FIG. 3b is a cross-sectional view of a doll shoe top
opening in accordance with some embodiments of the
presently disclosed subject matter.

FIG. 3¢ is a cross-sectional view of a doll shoe top
opening in accordance with some embodiments of the
presently disclosed subject matter.

FIG. 3d is a cross-sectional view of a doll shoe top
opening in accordance with some embodiments of the
presently disclosed subject matter.



US 12,337,255 Bl

3

FIGS. 44 and 4b are cross-sectional views of doll shoe
openings in accordance with some embodiments of the
presently disclosed subject matter.

FIG. 5a is a perspective view of a doll shoe comprising
ring retention elements in accordance with some embodi-
ments of the presently disclosed subject matter.

FIG. 5b is a top view of the doll shoe of FIG. 54 in
accordance with some embodiments of the presently dis-
closed subject matter

FIG. 5¢ is a top plan fragmentary view of a doll shoe
comprising ring retention elements in accordance with some
embodiments of the presently disclosed subject matter.

FIG. 5d is a cross-sectional view of a doll shoe compris-
ing concentric ring retention elements in accordance with
some embodiments of the presently disclosed subject matter.

FIGS. 6a-6¢ are cross-sectional views of doll shoes com-
prising clustered arrangements of retention elements within
a shoe top opening in accordance with some embodiments of
the presently disclosed subject matter.

FIGS. 7a and 75 are cross-sectional views of a doll shoe
comprising a counterweight in accordance with some
embodiments of the presently disclosed subject matter.

FIG. 7¢ is a cross-sectional view of a doll shoe comprising
a counterweight region in accordance with some embodi-
ments of the presently disclosed subject matter.

FIGS. 8a-8¢ are side plan views of doll shoes in accor-
dance with some embodiments of the presently disclosed
subject matter.

FIGS. 9a and 95 are side views of shoes in accordance
with some embodiments of the presently disclosed subject
matter.

FIGS. 10a and 105 are side cross-sectional views of a doll
foot inserting into the top opening of a doll shoe in accor-
dance with some embodiments of the presently disclosed
subject matter.

FIGS. 10c and 104 are side cross-sectional views of a doll
foot inserting into the top opening of a doll shoe in accor-
dance with some embodiments of the presently disclosed
subject matter.

FIG. 11a is a side cross-sectional view of a rounded doll
foot inserted into the top opening of a doll shoe in accor-
dance with some embodiments of the presently disclosed
subject matter.

FIG. 115 is a side cross-sectional view of an L.-shaped doll
foot inserted into the top opening of a doll shoe in accor-
dance with some embodiments of the presently disclosed
subject matter.

FIG. 11c is a side cross-sectional view of a pointed doll
foot inserted into the top opening of a doll shoe in accor-
dance with some embodiments of the presently disclosed
subject matter.

FIG. 12 is a fragmentary side cross-sectional view of a
doll foot inserted into the top opening of a doll shoe in
accordance with some embodiments of the presently dis-
closed subject matter.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

For the purpose of promoting an understanding of the
principles of the present disclosure, reference will now be
made to preferred embodiments and specific language will
be used to describe the same. It will nevertheless be under-
stood that no limitation of the scope of the disclosure is
thereby intended, such alteration and further modifications
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of'the disclosure as illustrated herein, being contemplated as
would normally occur to one skilled in the art to which the
disclosure relates.

Articles “a” and “an” are used herein to refer to one or to
more than one (i.e., at least one) of the grammatical object
of the article. By way of example, “an element” means at
least one element and can include more than one element. It
will be further understood that the terms “comprises,” “com-
prising,” “includes,” and/or “including” when used herein
specify the presence of stated features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, and/or components, but do not pre-
clude the presence or addition of one or more other features,
integers, steps, operations, elements, components, and/or
groups thereof.

Unless otherwise indicated, all numbers expressing quan-
tities of components, conditions, and so forth used in the
specification and claims are to be understood as being
modified in all instances by the term “about.” Accordingly,
unless indicated to the contrary, the numerical parameters set
forth in the instant specification and attached claims are
approximations that can vary depending upon the desired
properties sought to be obtained by the presently disclosed
subject matter.

As used herein, the term “about”, when referring to a
value or to an amount of mass, weight, time, volume,
concentration, and/or percentage can encompass variations
of, in some embodiments +/-20%, in some embodiments
+/-10%, in some embodiments +/-5%, in some embodi-
ments +/-1%, in some embodiments +/-0.5%, and in some
embodiments +/-0.1%, from the specified amount, as such
variations are appropriate in the disclosed packages and
methods. Thus, the term “about” is used to provide flexibil-
ity to a numerical range endpoint by providing that a given
value may be “slightly above” or “slightly below” the
endpoint without affecting the desired result.

As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all
combinations of one or more of the associated listed items.

Relative terms such as “below” or “above” or “upper” or
“lower” or “horizontal” or “vertical” may be used herein to
describe a relationship of one element, layer, or region to
another element, layer, or region as illustrated in the drawing
figures. It will be understood that these terms and those
discussed above are intended to encompass different orien-
tations of the device in addition to the orientation depicted
in the drawing figures.

The embodiments set forth below represent the necessary
information to enable those skilled in the art to practice the
embodiments and illustrate the best mode of practicing the
embodiments. Upon reading the following description in
light of the accompanying drawing figures, those skilled in
the art will understand the concepts of the disclosure and
will recognize applications of these concepts not particularly
addressed herein. It should be understood that these con-
cepts and applications fall within the scope of the disclosure
and the accompanying claims.

All methods described herein can be performed in any
suitable order unless otherwise indicated herein or otherwise
clearly contradicted by context. The use of any and all
examples, or exemplary language (e.g., “such as”) provided
herein, is intended merely to better illuminate the invention,
and does not pose a limitation on the scope of the invention
unless otherwise claimed. No language in the specification
should be construed as indicating any unclaimed element as
essential to the practice of the invention.

Unless otherwise defined, all technical terms used herein
have the same meaning as commonly understood by one of
ordinary skill in the art to which this disclosure belongs.
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The presently disclosed subject matter is directed to a doll
shoe that can be used and reliably retained on a wide variety
of doll feet. Specifically, the term “doll shoe” refers to any
type of footwear that can be used with any type of doll. The
term “shoe” thus includes elf shoes, tennis shoes, running
shoes, casual shoes, boots, wedges, high heeled shoes, and
the like. The term “doll” refers to any type of toy or model,
typically formed of human, humanoid, or animal character
(although any shape can be used), often used as a toy for
children or collectors. As shown in FIGS. 1a and 15, doll
shoe 5 includes top opening 10 sized and shaped to allow for
the insertion of a doll leg and/or foot. The top opening is
therefore configured to receive and retain at least a toe
region or foot portion of a doll. The opening includes a
plurality of retention elements 15 that function to grip and
retain the doll foot within opening 10. Advantageously, the
retention elements retain any of a variety of doll feet (e.g.,
peg feet) of various sizes and shapes. The shoe further
includes counterweight 20 positioned at the toe end of the
shoe that functions to offset the weight of the doll and allows
the doll to stand upright, in some embodiments. In other
embodiments, the counterweight can be configured as an
area of increased density or weight compared to the remain-
der of the shoe, as shown in FIG. 1¢ (e.g., the portion of the
shoe to the left of the dotted line, including the toe region,
is constructed from a higher density material or a material
that has increased weight compared to the area of the shoe
to the right of the dotted line, including opening 10).

FIG. 2a illustrates one embodiment of shoe 5 comprising
top face 25 defined by top opening 10 and opposed bottom
face 26 that rests upon a surface (such as the floor). The
bottom surface of shoe 5 can be about horizontal in some
embodiments, allowing a doll wearing shoe 5 to securely
stand on a level surface. The shoe also includes a pair of side
faces 27 that are positioned on the left and right sides of the
shoe, as shown in FIG. 2b. As illustrated, the shoe also
includes front face 28 (adjacent to a toe region) and rear face
29 (at the heel region of the shoe).

As noted above, top face 25 includes opening 10 config-
ured in a tapered or conical shape that extends into interior
130 of the shoe. The remainder of the shoe is solid (e.g. is
not hollow). The term “tapered” refers to a width that
decreases along at least one direction (e.g., as the opening
extends into the shoe interior). The term “conical” refers to
having the shape of a cone. Opening 10 can thus have any
cross-sectional shape, such as oval or round when the
opening is configured to be conical in shape. However, the
presently disclosed subject matter is not limited and the
shape of the opening can be in a square, rectangular,
triangular, octagonal, etc. configuration so long as it tapers
from a first end (e.g., on the top face of the shoe) to a second
end (within the interior of the shoe).

As noted above, the tapered or conical top opening
includes a plurality of retention elements that extend the full
length or a portion of the length of the opening within the
interior of the shoe, as shown in FIG. 3a. FIG. 35 illustrates
one embodiment of a retention element configured as helical
thread 16 that tapers and extends the length of the opening
(e.g., from opening first end 2 to second end 3 within the
interior of the shoe). A helical thread therefore runs as a
helical band, arranged on the interior of the top opening and
extending down the length of the top opening within the
shoe interior. The helical thread includes a conical shape
with a diameter that decreases as the thread extends away
from first end 2. As shown in FIG. 3¢ and FIG. 3d, first
diameter 354 at opening first end 2 is greater than a second
diameter 35b as the helical band extends down into the
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interior of the shoe. The helical thread therefore tapers from
wider to narrower along the length of the top opening, from
top end 2 to bottom end 3.

In some embodiments, the first diameter can be about
5-50% larger than second diameter 354 (e.g., at least/no
more than about 5, 10, 15, 20, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, or
50%). However, the presently disclosed subject matter is not
limited and the shoe can include embodiments where the
first diameter is at least/no more than about 50, 60, 70, 80,
90, or 100% more than the second diameter. The term
“diameter” refers to the length of the longest straight line
segment that passes through the center of a cross-sectional
segment and whose endpoints lie on the segment. Two
examples of cross-sectional shapes of the first end of open-
ing 10 illustrating first diameter 35a are shown in FIGS. 4a
and 4b.

In some embodiments, the diameter of the top opening at
first end 2 can be about 0.2-2 inches (e.g., at least/no more
than about 0.2, 0.25, 0.5, 0.75, 1, 1.25, 1.5, 1.75, or 2
inches). The diameter of the second end of the opening can
be about 0.1-1.9 inches (e.g., at least/no more than about 0.1,
0.25, 0.5, 0.75, 1, 1.25, 1.5, 1.75, 1.8, or 1.9 inches).
However, the presently disclosed subject matter is not
limited and the range of the opening diameter can be
configured greater or less than the noted ranges.

In some embodiments, the retention element can be
configured as a series of concentric ribs 17 positioned along
the outer surface of the top opening, as shown in FIGS.
5a-5d. The term “rib” refers to an outwardly directed
protrusion extending from a surface. As shown, ribs 17 can
span the entire or a portion of the length of the top opening
(from first end 2 to second end 3), with the rings decreasing
in diameter as the opening extends into the interior of the
shoe. Thus, a top ring (adjacent to the top surface of the shoe
at first end 2) can have the largest diameter compared to the
remainder of the rings, while the bottom ring (adjacent to
second end 3) can have the smallest diameter. Each succes-
sive ring gets progressively smaller as the rings travel from
the opening first end to the opening second end.

In some embodiments, the top ring diameter can be about
5-50% larger than the bottom ring diameter (e.g., at least/no
more than about 5, 10, 15, 20, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, or 50%
larger). However, the presently disclosed subject matter is
not limited and the shoe can include embodiments where the
top ring diameter is at least/no more than about 50, 60, 70,
80, 90, or 100% larger than the bottom ring diameter.

In some embodiments, the diameter of the top ring can be
about 0.2-2 inches (e.g., at least/no more than about 0.2,
0.25,0.5,0.75, 1, 1.25, 1.5, 1.75, or 2 inches). The diameter
of the bottom ring can be about 0.1-1.9 inches (e.g., at
least/no more than about 0.1, 0.25, 0.5, 0.75, 1, 1.25, 1.5,
1.75, 1.8, or 1.9 inches). However, the presently disclosed
subject matter is not limited and the range of the ring
diameters can be configured greater or less than the noted
ranges.

As described in detail below the retention elements (rings
17 and/or helical threads 16) can be configured to engage a
doll foot, which can have any suitable shape (e.g., a peg
foot). As a result, the shoe provides for increased retention
of the doll foot compared to other doll shoes.

The retention elements can be uniformly distributed about
the inner circumference of opening 10. The term “uniformly
distributed” refers to rings or threads that are evenly spaced
along the inner surface of the opening. For example, the
distance between any two adjacent rings is the same as the
distance between any other two adjacent rings. In other
embodiments, one or more regions of the opening can
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include a non-uniform distribution of retention elements,
such as a greater number of retention elements (e.g., areas
that most often contact a doll foot), as shown in FIGS. 6a-6¢.
Specifically, in the shoe of FIG. 6a, retention elements 15
are clustered (e.g., increased in number) adjacent to the first
end of the top opening of the shoe, as indicated by region 50.
FIG. 654 illustrates a concentration of retention elements
positioned between the first and second ends of opening 10,
as indicated by region 51. FIG. 6c¢ illustrates an embodiment
showing retention elements 15 with a concentration at the
second end of opening 10, as indicated by region 52. Such
clustered configurations of the retention elements may be
advantageous to further retain a doll foot within the interior
opening (e.g., making it more difficult for the shoe to be
inadvertently dislodged due to the higher concentration of
retention elements that the shoe must pass or escape from).

The retention elements (e.g., helical threads 16 and/or
rings 17) can be constructed from any suitable material that
allows a doll foot that is inserted into the top opening to
frictionally engage with and be gripped by the threads.
Suitable materials can include (but are not limited to) rubber,
silicone, metal, wood, plastic (PET/PETE, HDPE, PVC,
LDPE, PP, PS and PES), and the like. In some embodiments,
the retention elements are rigid. In other embodiments, the
retention elements are flexible and can move in response to
the doll foot to accommodate a snug fit. The term “rigid”
refers to a material that is stiff and does not stretch easily or
maintains very close to its original form after a force or
pressure has been applied to it. The term “flexible” refers to
a material capable of bending, stretching, compressing or
twisting without breaking.

Shoe 5 also includes counterweight 20 that balances the
weight of the doll when the shoe is fitted onto a doll leg. In
some embodiments, the term “counterweight” refers to
weight used to provide a counterbalancing effect to the doll
when the shoe is worn. However, the term “counterweight”
also includes an area of increased density or weight com-
pared to the remainder of the shoe, as shown in FIG. 1c.
Counterweight 20 can be positioned at or near front 28 of the
shoe (e.g., at the end of the shoe opposite opening 10) in
some embodiments. In some embodiments, the counter-
weight is positioned adjacent to the bottom face of the shoe,
as shown in FIG. 7a. In some embodiments, the counter-
weight directly contacts front face 28 of the shoe, as shown
in FIG. 75. Contact between the counterweight and the front
of the shoe may be beneficial to provide additional stability
and prevent the doll from toppling over when wearing the
shoe.

The counterweight can be retained in position within the
shoe interior using any conventional mechanism, such as the
use of adhesive, welding, magnets, fasteners, screws, bolts,
clips, and the like. Any mechanism can be used.

As noted above, the counterweight can also be configured
as an area of the shoe that has increased weight compared to
another area (e.g., the area that includes the top opening) of
the shoe. As shown in FIG. 7¢, counterweight 20 can be
configured as the entire toe region and the area to the left of
the dotted line. For example, the counterweight region can
be constructed from a material with greater density com-
pared to the remainder of the shoe (e.g., the region to the left
of the dotted line). Alternatively, the material used in the
counterweight region can have a greater weight when com-
pared to the remainder of the shoe.

Counterweight 20 can have any desired weight, such as
about 1-16 ounces or more (e.g., at least/no more than about
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, or 16 ounces).
However, the presently disclosed subject matter is not
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limited and the counterweight can be configured with a
weight greater than the given range (e.g., more than 1
pound).

Shoe 5 can be configured in any desired form, as noted
above. Thus, the shoe can be an elf shoe (as shown in FIGS.
la and 15) in some embodiments. However, shoe 5 is not
limited and can include any type of footwear, such as athletic
shoe 6, high top shoe 7, boot 8, slip on shoe 9, or even a
heeled shoe 11 as shown in FIGS. 8a-8¢. The term “elf shoe”
refers generally to any type of shoe with a pointed and/or
raised toe region. The term “athletic shoe” refers to a sneaker
or other type of sporty shoe, typically of the type worn
during playing sports, walking, and the like. A “high top”
shoe includes an extended upper region. The term “boot”
refers to sturdy footwear, typically covering the ankle, foot,
and sometimes a portion of the leg. The term “heel” or “high
heel” refers to a type of shoe with a raised heel region. A slip
on shoe includes those without any type of fastening ele-
ments (e.g., laces, VELCRO®, and the like).

Shoe 5 can be constructed from any suitable material,
such as (but not limited to) plastic, metal, wood, fabric,
rubber, silicone, or combinations thereof. Any material can
be used.

The shoe can also be configured in any desired color or
pattern, and can include any type of adornment (stenciling,
screen printing). For example, the shoe can include aperture
31 that allows for attachment of an adornment, such as bell
32 as shown in FIGS. 9a and 95. However, the aperture is
optional.

In use, shoe 5 can be reliably retained on the foot of a doll.
Beneficially, retention elements 15 of shoe 5 allow a variety
of doll feet/legs in different sizes and shapes to be retained
within the shoe interior. Specifically, retention elements 15
can grip and hold a doll foot within the shoe top opening,
regardless of the shape of the doll foot. For example, FIGS.
10a and 104 illustrate a peg doll leg that is effectively
retained by the retention elements. The term “peg” refers to
a cylindrical device that can optionally taper at the distal end
of the doll foot. FIGS. 10c¢ and 10d illustrate a second peg
doll foot with a larger dimension compared to the leg of FIG.
104, also retained within the interior of the doll shoe top
opening. The doll foot/leg is gripped by the retention ele-
ments and the shoe is thereby retained on the foot. In some
embodiments, the gripping action by the retention elements
also function to support the doll leg/foot or the entire doll in
a standing state.

The doll shoe is not limited to dolls that include peg style
feet. Rather, the shoe can be used with dolls that have any
shaped foot, as shown in FIGS. 11a-11¢. For example, the
doll foot can be rounded, L-shaped, or have a pointed end.
The shape of foot 30 is not limited and any shape can be
used. Shoe 5 can therefore be used with any of a wide variety
of'dolls that include a variety of feet. One representative (but
not limiting) example is the doll described in U.S. Pat. No.
11,986,748, the entire content of which is incorporated by
reference herein.

Once the doll feet have been secured within the interior of
shoe 5 and are retained in position due to contact with the
retention elements 15, the doll can be put and kept in a
standing position. The weight of the doll is offset by coun-
terweight 20, preventing the doll from toppling over. Shoe 5
therefore provides a stable base or support for the doll where
it can readily and without unusual carefulness be placed in
a standing position and will maintain the standing position.
In addition, due to the gripping motion of the retention
elements as shown in FIG. 12, the shoe is securely retained
on the doll’s foot.



US 12,337,255 Bl

9

When a user desires to remove shoe 5 from the doll’s foot,
light pressure can be applied to the doll’s leg or the shoe to
separate the two. The shoe can then be stored until it is
needed at a later time.

Shoe 5 offers many advantages over prior art doll shoes.
For example, the disclosed shoe can securely and reliably
grip a doll foot using retention elements 15. The shoe is less
likely to be separated from the doll’s foot and accidentally
lost. Shoe 5 can therefore provide cost savings by preventing
users from buying alternate pairs of doll shoes when one or
more is lost.

Shoe 5 can be used with a variety of dolls, each having a
different type of foot in a different size. The shoe is therefore
universal.

The disclosed shoe (or pair of shoes to be used with a pair
of doll feet) is easy to use, such that even children can use
and enjoy the shoe.

Shoe 5 can be detachably connected to the doll, providing
a stable supporting characteristic to the doll when in an
upright or standing position.

Many modifications and other embodiments of the inven-
tions set forth herein will come to mind to one skilled in the
art to which these inventions pertain having the benefit of the
teachings presented in the foregoing descriptions and the
associated drawings. Therefore, it is to be understood that
the embodiments of the invention are not to be limited to the
specific embodiments disclosed and that modifications and
other embodiments are intended to be included within the
scope of the invention. Moreover, although the foregoing
descriptions and the associated drawings describe example
embodiments in the context of certain example combina-
tions of elements and/or functions, it should be appreciated
that different combinations of elements and/or functions
may be provided by alternative embodiments without
departing from the scope of the invention. In this regard, for
example, different combinations of elements and/or func-
tions than those explicitly described above are also contem-
plated within the scope of the invention. Although specific
terms are employed herein, they are used in a generic and
descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.

What is claimed is:

1. A doll shoe comprising a top face and an opposed
bottom face, a front face and an opposed rear face, and a pair
of side faces;

wherein the top face comprises an opening that extends

into an interior of the doll shoe, the opening defined by
one or more retention elements;
wherein the shoe includes a counterweight;
wherein the opening has a first end adjacent to the top face
of the doll shoe and an opposed second end within the
shoe interior, and wherein the opening is tapered from
the opening first end to the opening second end;

wherein the one or more retention elements are configured
as concentric rings, each ring having a diameter that
decreases as the rings move from the opening first end
to the opening second end; and
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wherein the concentric rings are clustered adjacent to the
first end of the opening, the second end of the opening,
or between the first and second ends of the opening.
2. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein the opening has a
conical shape.
3. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein the one or more
retention elements are configured as a helical thread that
tapers and extends a length of the opening.
4. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein a diameter of the first
end of the opening is about 0.2-2 inches and a diameter of
the second end of the opening is about 0.1-1.9 inches.
5. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein the diameter of a ring
positioned adjacent to the first end of the opening is about
0.2-2 inches and the diameter of a ring positioned adjacent
to the second end of the opening is about 0.1-1.9 inches.
6. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein the concentric rings
are uniformly distributed along the opening from the first
end to the second end.
7. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein the one or more
retention elements are constructed from rubber, silicone,
metal, wood, plastic, or combinations thereof.
8. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein the one or more
retention elements are stiff and do not stretch.
9. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein the one or more
retention elements are configured to bend, stretch, compress,
or twist without breaking.
10. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein the counterweight
is configured as a weight positioned adjacent to the front side
of the shoe.
11. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein the counterweight
is configured as a region of the shoe positioned adjacent to,
but separate from, the top opening of the shoe.
12. The doll shoe of claim 1, wherein the counterweight
has a weight of about 1-16 ounces.
13. A method of retaining a doll shoe on a foot of a doll,
the method comprising:
inserting the doll foot within the top opening of the doll
shoe of claim 1;

applying pressure such that the one or more retention
elements contact and retain the doll foot within the top
opening of the doll shoe;

removing the pressure, whereby the one or more retention

elements grip the doll foot and thereby retain the doll
foot within the top opening of the shoe.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the doll foot is a peg
foot.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein a shoe is positioned
on each foot of the doll.

16. The method of claim 13, wherein the doll maintains a
standing position after the shoes have been retained on the
feet of the doll.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein the one or more
retention elements are configured as a helical thread that
tapers and extends a length of the opening or wherein the
retention elements are configured as concentric rings, each
ring having a diameter that decreases as the rings move from
the opening first end to the opening second end.
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