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To all, whon, it may concern: 
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Be it known that I, BURTON. J. DOWNING, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at Man 
Zanola, in the county of Otero and State of 
Colorado, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Fruit-Pickers, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention is designed especially for use 

as a cherry-clipper, but can be used equally 
as well in gathering other small fruits, such 
as grapes, clusters of berries, &c. - 
The object is a device of this kind which can 

be readily held in the hand, which can be 
closed by a simple movement of the hand, and 
will open automatically as soon as pressure is 
released. 
My invention consists of the novel features 

of construction and combination of parts here 
inafter pointed out and claimed, and shown in 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device 
attached to a receptacle for holding the gath 
ered fruit. Fig. 2 is an inverted plan view 
of the device. Fig. 3 is a side elevation, the 
receptacle being removed. Fig. 4 is a section 
on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2. 

In constructing my improved device I em 
ploy two cutting-blades A, tapering to points 
and having their inner edges oppositely bev 
eled to form coöperating cutting edges, as 
shown at A. Intermediate their ends these 
blades are slightly bent or angled, as shown 
at A. The marginal portions of the non 
beveled or outer edges are bent downwardly, 

35 forming depending flanges B. The blades A 
overlap at their rear ends and are pivoted to 
gether. A spring C has one of its ends se 
cured to the inner side of one of the flanges 
B and is then carried rearwardly and coiled 
around the pivotal point and thence carried 
forwardly along the opposite blade and se 
cured at its remaining end to the other flange 
B, as is clearly shown in Figs. 3 and 4. The 

free ends of the spring bear outwardly against 
the flanges B and tend to normally hold the 
pointed non-pivoted ends of the blades apart. 
When the blades are closed by pressure of the 
hand, the cutting edge A' of one blade slides 
upon the other blade and adjacent the point 
contacts with the flange B of the said blade, 
thus limiting the closing movement of the 
blades and preventing their crossing each 
other. The flanges are perforated, as shown 
at B, and a bag or sack D has its upper edges 
connected to the outer faces of the flanges by 
stitches which pass through the perforations. 
The spring C therefore not only holds the 
blades A Open, but also holds open the mouth 
of the bag, which is closed by the closure of 
the blades. 
The device requiresno handle, but is grasped 

by the hand, the thumb pressing on the outer 
face of one of the flanges and the first finger 
bearing on the opposite flange. The flanges 
are of a sufficient width to enable the device 
to be held firmly and gripped together with 
considerable pressure without cutting into 
the hand, as would be the case with blades 
having narrow backs. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
A fruit-picker comprising angled blades 

having oppositely - beveled cutting edges 
formed along their adjacent sides said blades 
overlapping and being pivoted together at one 
end, depending flanges formed along the non 
cutting edges of the blades, a spring secured 
at its free ends to the flanges and bent into a 
coil encircling the pivotal point intermediate 
its ends. 

BURTON. J. DOWNING. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIAM L. CLINE, 
J. W. BOWMAN. 
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