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To all whom it may concern:.
Beit known that I, ADOLPHE C. SHARPELL,

a citizen of the United States, residing at the’

city, county, and State of New York, have
made a new and useful Drying - Frame, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention has for its object to provide

an improved construction for supporting
woolen or other shrinkable wearing apparel,
such as underwear, to restrain the same from
shrinking. :
Underwear of wool, especially when all wool
fabric is used,shrinks considerably from suec-
cessive washing and drying, and in the em-
ployment of my invention this is prevented
by placing the washed underwear upon my
frame and permitting the same to dry on it,
whereby its shrinking will be prevented.
The frame which I make use of in my in-
vention consists preferably of a two part de-

-vice, each part being conformed to the. ap-

proximate exterior outline of the particular
article to be supported, each part or section
being movably secured, preferably hinged,
one to the other, so that they can be brought
close together for the purpose of drawing the

shirt, drawers, &c., over it without unduly’

stretching it, and also compacting the frame
together for storage or shipment, and my
frame when open permits a free circulation
of air therethrough for the purpose of more
effectually drying the article.

My invention therefore consists in novel
means for securing or holding the parts to-
gether and for suspending the frame from a
clothes-line.

In thedrawings: Figure 1is aside elevation
of the frame opened out and locked in posi-
tion for supporting the article on a clothes-
line. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
frame with the parts unlocked and partly
brought together in position to receive the
article to be supported.

Similar numerals of reference indicate like
parts throughout both the views.

I have illustrated my invention as in use
with a frame having the exterior shape or
contour for, and adapted to receive and sup-

port, an undershirt, although it will be ap-
parent that such invention can be used with
a frame having the general exterior contour
of, say, for example, drawers, or in a frame
adapted to receive what istermed a “union ”
suit or garment with both shirt and drawers
connected or united in one piece.

At 1, 2 in the drawingsarethe two sections
of the frame, both alikein contour, each com-
prising a body portion 3,4 and an outwardly

| extending arm 5, 6. As will be seen the arm

is shaped approximately to the exterior con-
tour of the arm of an undershirt, so as to
properly confine each portion of theshirt and
prevent its shrinking. The body (both sec-
tions 3, 4) below the arms is formed rectan-
gular, as this is the usual form of the lower
portion of a shirt, and’is constructed of pieces
of wood 7, 8, 9 suitably fixed or dovetailed
together to avoid warping, and the arms are
likewise of wood and dovetailed to the pieces
7. This construction leaves the entire body
of the frame open for the passage of air, as
before described, and the arms can be like-
wise constructed, if desired. For the pur-
pose of folding the section together I have
secured hinges 10,11 respectively to the pieces
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8, 9, so that they will be on the inside when .

the frame is folded as in Fig. 2.

When the shirt is to be drawn over the
frame (preferably after washing and while
wet) the sections are brought together as
shown in Fig. 2,the arms 5, 6 passed into the
arms of the shirt, and the body of the shirt
then drawn over the partly folded frame,
thus avoiding undue stretching of the shirt.
‘When this is done the frame sections can be
opened out and locked, stretching the shirt
out flat, when it is ready to be hung up to
dry.

For locking the sections together and pro-
viding means for hanging the frame my com-
bined hook and hanger is used, constructed

‘as follows: At 12 is a hook having an eye 13

through which passes a headed screw 14 for

pivotally securing the hook tothe upper part

of the frame, as fo the piece 8,from which hook
extends a hanger 15 for engaging a line, &c.,
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and at 16 is a pin for engaging the hook to
lock the sections together, the weight of the
frame keeping the hook and pin engaged.

I claim—

Inadrying frame, the combination with the
hinged frame sections, of the pin 16 secured
toonesection, the hook 12 pivoted tothe other
section, and provided with means for engag-
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ingthe pin, and the hanger 15 secured to said
hook, substantially as deseribed. 10
_Signed at the city, county and State of New
York this 10th day of May, 1894,
ADOLPHE C. SHARPELL.
Witnesses:
JosepH L. LEVY,
WILLIAM JACOBSEN.




