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This invention relates to ironing boards.

In ‘households, ironing ‘boards are usual and necessary
equipment, and the vogue or practice of some years ago
was to have a built-in ironing board hinged within.a cup-
board from which it would be swung outwardly when
required for use. -Space in the modern apartmerit ‘has
‘been. conserved to such an extent that built-in ironing
boards as part of the kitchen equipment is now seldom
provided.

Tt is true that some apartment buildings -provide iron-
ing boards in the basement laundry, but it is not always
convenient or desirable to do-the ironing in ‘the base-
ment, and in large apartment blocks the laundry is not
always available when required.

Portable collapsible ironing - boards usually have a
three point support, with one leg diagonally disposed, and
the other two legs foldable as.a unit. ' When this type of
ironing board is collapsed the diagonal leg extends be-
yond the tapered end of the board, while the two re-
maining legs do not lie closely against the under side
of the board and the board and legs are not compactly
arranged for convenient storage.
~ In ironing, the operator must apply an adequate and
Jproper pressure of the iron on the garment or article
‘being ironed, and to do so must bend forwardly over the
ironing board, thus making a long period of ironing very
tiring. The structure and disposition of the legs of these
ironing boards do not permit the user of the board to be
:seated while ironing, since there is not sufficient clear-
ance space to accommodate a sitting position of the per-
son using the ironing board.

It-appedred that an jroning board of compact construc-
tion could be manufactured for use in apartments and
small homes in which space is frequently at a premium,
and in arriving at a solution of this problem an ironing
board was envisioned which would be foldable, and when
folded the legs would fit snugly between the folded por-
tions of the board. Also when the board is set up the
Tegs would be disposed to give great stability to the iron-
ing board, while at the same time permitting the user of
the ‘board to be seated if desired, when performing iron-
‘ing operations.
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‘The construction of the ironing board accdrding to -

this invention has to comply with the following objects:

One of the ‘objects of the invention is to construct a
foldable ironing board which when folded will form a
compact bundle occupying a minimum of space, and
thus readily stored when not in use.

Another object of the invention is to provide adequate
clearance below the ironing board to permit an ironing
operation being carried out while the operator is seated,
with the knees extending under the ironing board and
unobstructed by the ironing board supporting legs, there-
by permitting the operator to be properly positioned rela-
tively to the ironing board and to the article being ironed.

A further object of the invention is to ‘construct the
legs of the ironing board with upper and lower parallel
arms, the upper arm -extending transversely under ‘and
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being pivoted to the ironing board, .and the lower arm
designed to extend transversély across a floor directly
below and for a distance approximately equal to the
width of the ironing board, thereby imparting to the
ironing board great stability when set up.

Still another-object of ‘the invention is to construct the
legs of the ironing board so that the upper and lower
arms, and the leg portion connecting the arms will lie in
the same. plane when the ironing board is set up for use,
and also when the board is collapsed.

A further object still of the invention is to render the
legs extensible or telescopic.

Another object still of this invention is to construct an
ironing board foldable on a transverse median line, and
1o so arrange the legs that when the ironing board is
folded, the legs will be nested between ‘the two folded
portions of the ironing board.

A further object of the invention, when the ironing
board is formed with a tapered end and ‘the supporting
leg for that end spaced well in ‘from such tapered end,
to facilitate ironing certain garments or articles, is ‘to
construct the lower transverse arm of such tapered end
leg adjustable, so that the adjusted arm will extend across
a width of flooring beneath the tapered end to afford
fully stable support and yet lie wholly nested within ‘the
narrower tapered end of the ironing board when in tele-
scoped and folded position. :

‘Further objects will ‘be made clear as the specification
develops. . :

To comply with the above objects this ironing board
is' designed ‘to be folded downwardly about a transvetse
median line, the two portions of the ironing board being
hingedly connected together. The legs for the ironing
board ‘are formed of two parallel arms horizontally dis-
posed, one being pivotally attached to the under face of
the ironing board, and the other adapted to engage the
floor, and a member which constitutes a portion of the
leg is connected with these two arms.

The Tegs so constructed are rigidly held in open ‘posi-
tion by hinged brackets which interlock. The vertical
arm of the legs are thus located adjacent oneside of the
ironing board while the parallel arms extend under the
board, so-that an unimpeded clear space exists between
the legs, ‘the ironing board and the floor. This permits
the user of an ironing board to be seated in close prox-
imity to the board when ironing. The legs of the board
are made telescopic, so that the desired height of the
ironing board above the floor is obtained.

When the hinged brackets are closed, the legs which

‘have been collapsed are rotated, each under its own adja-

cent section of the ironing board, which may then be
folded about the median hinged connection, whereby
the legs are embraced between the folding sections of the
board, so forming a compact bundle capable of being
stored in a small space.

So that the mnature of the invention will be clearly
understood, there is illustrated an embodiment of the
same which shall be described in detail, but it is to be
understood ‘that the invention is not limited to the par-
ticular arrangement of parts specifically described,. but
such parts may be modified within the scope of the ap-
pended claim without departing from the spirit of the
invention.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevation .of the ironing board with
foldable legs located. adjacent the opposite -ends of the
board. : :

Figure 2 is'an end elevation of the same.

Figure:3 is'a plan view of the top of the ironing board,
part being broken away‘to show the manner of pivotally
connecting a leg to the ironing board, S
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Figure 4 is a side elevation of the improved ironing
board as seen when in folded position.

Figure 5 is an enlarged perspective view of the con-
nection between the two portions of the telescopic legs.

Figure 6 is a side elevation of another form of the
ironing board, in which the legs are arranged in an
alternative location to that shown in Figure 1.

Figure 7 is a fragmentary perspective view, partly sec-
tional, showing the adjustment of the lower transverse arm
of a leg located under the tapered end of the ironing
board shown in Figure 6.

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the lower end of the
leg shown in Figure 7 when in an expanded position.

Like characters of reference refer to like parts in the
several figures,
~ Referring to the drawings, A represents the improved
jroning board having a top formed in two abutting por-
tions 10 and 11 hingedly connected at 12 so permitting
the top being folded around the hinges on a median line
transversely across the top.

The means for connecting the legs B to the under
face of the top is the same for each leg so that only
one will be described. From the under face of the
top a pair of spaced angle brackets 14 depend, each
bracket having one arm rigidly attached to the under
face of the top, while the other arm is vertically disposed
and provided with an orifice 15 in which the ends 16 of
the upper transverse arm 17 of the legs are pivotally
mounted.

Intermediate of the ends of the arm 17 a hollow leg
member 18 depends, and in this hollow leg member a
rod 19 is slidably mounted. To the lower end of this
rod a transverse arm 20 is rigidly connected intermediate
of its ends, and this arm engages the flooring of the
room, when and in which the ironing board is set up,
and the transverse arms 20 and 17 are in parallelism. ‘

The rod 19 is formed at the end remote from the trans-
verse arm 20 with the radially extending pin 21 which
slidably engages the slot 22 extending longitudinally of
the hollow leg 18. The lower end of the slot 22 is
offset for the width of the slot, as shown at 23, and
terminates in an upwardly disposed hook 24 which is in
alignment with the slot 22.

The hook 24 forms a downwardly disposed concave ‘

seat with which the pin 21 is designed to engage and
interlock ‘when the lower portion of the leg has been
extended. It will be seen that by this unique form of
joint the arm 20 and the arm 17 are maintained in paral-
lelism when the ironing board is set up. Since the arms
20 and 17 are connected intermediate of their length
with the rod 19 and the hollow leg 18 respectively, it will
be clear that this will resist and eliminate any tendency
for the ironing board A to be inadvertently tilted side-
wise.

The legs B are held in open position by the hinged
brackets 25, one arm 26 of which is pivotally attached
to the bracket 27 depending from the under face of the
top of the ironing board, while the other arm 28 is pivotal-
ly attached to the clamp 29 mounted on the leg 18. It
will be noted that the arm 26 extends beyond its hinge
point, and this extension 30' has an angle end 31 to
engage the under edge of the companion hinge arm 28,
so that when the hinge 25 is open, the arms 26 and 28
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may swing just past alignment and be there held by the *

angle end stop 31 limiting the opening movement of the
hinge bracket. ’ ‘

The top of the ironing board is preferably formed
with one tapered end to permit of certain articles of cloth-

65

ing such as skirts, slips and the like being readily drawn -

over the end of the board and ironed. To hingedly
mount the leg B near such tapered end, as shown in Fig-
ure 1, limits the use of the end of the board for this
purpose so that I illustrate in Figure 6 an alternative
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arrangement for mounting the leg B’ under the tapered -

end portion 11. Here the leg, consisting of a rod 19
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and hollow member 18, has a transverse upper arm
that connects with the under side of the board in the
same way as already described but pivotally attaches to
the board near the hinge 12 rather than at or near the
tapered end. As this leg is designed to swing toward the
tapered end of the board and nest therein when folded
for storage, it opens less than 90° and is held securely
against collapse by a two piece hinge bracket 25’ similar
to but operating oppositely to the brackets 25 mentioned
hereinbefore. Additionally, because of the narrower
width of the tapered end of the ironing board, the full
width cross arm 20 could not nest therein, so I provide,
as will be noted on reference to Figures 7 and 8, an arm
20’ that is formed in two aligned portions 32 and 33.
The portion 32 is rigidly attached to the lower end of
the rod 19 and is provided with a central bore or sleeve
34 which extends for the major part of the length of
this portion, one end of the bore or sleeve being open
while the other end is closed, and through this closed end
a concentrically arranged orifice 35 extends. Slidably
mounted in the orifice 35 is a rod 36 extending from

‘and forming part of the portion 33 of the arm 20,

and the end of this rod carries a piston or disc 37 which
slidably engages the bore or sleeve 34, so permitting of
the arm 20’ being adjusted in length to provide that in
collapsed form it will nest readily within the width of the
tapered end of the top of the ironing board and yet
when extended it will provide a full width floor’ en-
gaging arm to assure complete stability.

When using the ironing board, the folded unit or
bundle shown in Figure 4 is opened by rotating the two
portions 10 and 11 of the top of the ironing board ‘into
abutting position. The legs are now rotated downwardly
through an angle slightly greater than 90° relatively
to the under face of the board, so that the legs diverge
slightty. In this position the hinged brackets 25 are
opened until the arms 26 and 28 are in alignment when
these arms are interlocked by the offset end 31 engaging
the arm. 28. In this position the board may be set up
and the level thereof will be found appropriate for use
by an operator in seated position.

If the operator desires to stand, the length of the
legs are extended by pulling the rod 19 outwardly or
downwardly, and during this movement the pin 21 is in
sliding engagement with the slot 22, and at the bottom
of the slot the rod 19 is rotated to a minimum extent
in an anti-clockwise direction, so that the pin 21 rides
easily around the offset portion 23 of the slot into the
hooked end 24 to be seated and interlock therewith.

Since the legs B (or in the case of the modified form,
the legs B and B’) diverge slightly, any force applied to
the top of the ironing board is properly distributed to the
hinged brackets 25, and the abutting ends of the two
portions 10 and 11 of the top of the ironing board are
forced into intimate engagement. The ironing board
when set up is consequently very stable, and will not tilt
laterally owing to the shape of the legs B.

To fold the ironing board, the rod 19 is puiled down-
wardly to disengage the pin 21 from the seat in the
hooked end 24, and the rod is slightly rotated in a clock-
wise direction to allow the pin 21 to enter the offset por-
tion 23 and so enter the slot 22, whereupon the rod 19
is then pushed into the tubular leg portion 18.

In this position, the transverse arm 20, the tubular leg
portion 18 and the transverse arm 17 all lie in the same
plane and the leg as a whole is then rotated into engage-
ment with the under face of the respective portions 10
‘or 11 of the top of the ironing board. The ironing board
may then be folded by rotation of the two portions 10
and 11 on the hinge 12, so that the ironing board now
assumes the position shown in Figure 4, with the legs
embraced between the portions 10 and 11, and the folded
ironing board is ready for storage.

1t will be clear that there are only two legs used with
this ironing board, one for each portion 10 or 11 of the




2,885,808

5

top, and as each leg, with its associated transversely ex-
tending arms lie in a single plane, and as the two planes
of the two legs are spaced apart, there is a free unre-
stricted space extending completely under and from side
to side of the ironing board, so that a user of this board
is free to be seated on either side of this ironing board
to carry out an ironing operation. The ironing board is
consequently suited to both right and left handed users.

From the above description, it will be clear that I have
invented an ironing board which may be readily set up
for use, or folded into a compact bundle for storage, and
with unique leg structure which permits of the user of the
ironing board performing ironing operations when seated.

Having thus described what is claimed as new is:

The combination of an ironing board tapered at one
end and comprising a top formed in two portions foldable
one over the other for compact storage; a spaced pair
of angle brackets mounted on the underside of each por-
tion of said top; a leg individual to each portion and
comprising a pair of spaced transverse arms arranged in
parallelism with a normally vertically disposed extensible
member operatively connected to the arms intermediate
of the ends thereof, one of each pair of arms being piv-
otally attached near its opposite ends by a pair of said
angle brackets to its associated portion of the top, said
angle brackets lying on opposite sides of the normally
vertically disposed extensible member connected inter-
mediate the ends of the arm, the transverse arms and
vertical member of each leg lying in the same plane;
and a hinged bracket adapted to secure each leg in ver-
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tical open position when the ironing board is set up; the
extensible member of said leg being formed of telescopic
upper and lower parts and said hinged bracket being
short and serving to connect the upper part of the leg’s
extensible member with the ironing board top; the leg
associated with the tapered end portion of the top being
attached near the inner end of said portion and its hinged
bracket extends from its upper telescopic part toward the
tapered end but less than half way thereto whereby the
greater part of the length of the tapered end is left clear
and unobstructed; the lower arm of said tapered end por-
tion leg having a transversely extendable part than in
opened position provides a foot approximately the full
width of the board top and in closed position is narrow
enough to lie within the width of the tapered end of the
board under which it is positioned when the leg is tele-
scoped and pivoted to allow the two portions of the board
to be folded for storage.
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