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(57) Abstract: A HUD as a virtual image display device displays a virtual image so that an image is visible by projecting
the image onto a projection screen. The HUD comprises: a polarizer (40) which reflects polarized light traveling in a first
direction while transmitting polarized light traveling in a second direction perpendicular to the first direction; a liquid
crystal display (20) that emits light for displaying an image toward the polarizer; a reflector (50) that reflects the display
light, which is emitted from the liquid crystal display and transmitted through the polarizer, toward the polarizer again,
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to thus constitute a round-trip optical path (OP1) for causing the display light to travel to and from the polarizer; and
a quarter-wave plate (60) provided on the round-trip optical path and changing the polarization direction of the display
light so that the display light is guided to the projection screen via the polarizer on the return path. Thus, it is possible
to improve the visibility of the virtual image.
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