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This invention relates to means and methods 
for Washing and drying textile or fabric articles 
and the primary object is to provide a device for 
practicing Such method or process. More par 
ticularly this invention concerns itself With the 
cleaning and drying of domestic articles Such as 
dia pers, to Wels, and articles of clothing which 
are Subject to unusual Soiling and Which do not 
require ironing but which are reusable if they can 
be diried out without wrinkles and in substantial 
Smooth and flat condition Such as this method 
provides. — 

In the accompanying drawing which illustrates 
my improved apparatus by Which the method 
may be practiced.-- \\ 

Fig. 1 is a perspective elevation showing the 
device in use in a conventional laundir y tub, With 
the device and tub in Section, and with partS 
broken away for purpose of illustration. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail Section i as seen on 
line 2-2 in Fig. 1. — • 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged elevation of One of the 
Washing and drying frames, removed from the 
outer frame, and as seen when hung up for dry 
ing, fractional portions being broken away. 

Referring to the drawing more particularly and 
by reference characterS A designated - a conven 
tional laundir y tub, having drain 4. . . The device 
by , which the method is practiced includes an 
outer frame B, and a Series of inner frames Such 
as C, all similarly constructed and i adapted to 
be Substituted one for another in the frame B. 
The frame B is rectangular inform and to its 

side and top bars is secured a back plate 5 which 
is preferably dished so that the whole unit forms 
a shallow, tray. The lower end of the plate 5 ter 
minates Short of the bottom bar 6 of the frame 
so as to provide an opening T for escape of water 
to the drain 4. . . . 
The frame C is made to fit within the outer 

framie B and it, too, is rectangular in form. It 
may be conveniently Supported by blockS - 8 at 
tached to frame B, and it is unnecessary to fur 
ther attach the two frames together. Thus it 
is a simple matter to merely. Substitute one Suich 
frame C for another, as is necessary during the 
complete operation of Washing and drying. 
Each frame Cincludes a screen 9 which forms 

a fflat, perforated Supporting Surface. This 
Screen is attached at three edges to the bottom 
and side bars of the frame, but the fourth i or 
upper edge if 0 is spaced from the upper, bar i I, 
as shown. This upper edge of the Screen is not 
folded or selvedged but is: left “raw”. So that the 
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2 5 9 sary, to remove Wrinkles, 

the uppermost weft strand and thus form a plu 
rality of closely Spaced points or expOSed reten 
tion pins, for a purpose presently to be set forth. 
At longitudinally spaced points the screen is Sup 
ported by cross bars i 2 which extend transversely 
between the Side bars of the frame C. \\ 
While the dewice, a Sithu.S. fair described, reSemi 

bles a Scrubbing board, it is not designed or in 
teinded for use in that manner. In fact the Screen 
9 is preferably of such fine wire and mesh that 
it will not withstand Scrubbing pressures. The 
Sole purpose of the Screen, during the Washing 
action, is to support the article - while it is being 
cleaned and Sterilized under the action of a hot 
Water Spray projected from a Spray noZZle Such 
as if 3, connected to Supply hose if 4. Thus, when 
the fflat article, Such as 5, is to be i Washed it is 
first Spread out as fflat as possible over the Screen, 
and with its uppér edge folded over the edge 
9 of the screen, as at i 6 (Fig. 2). The pro 

jecting Screen Wire points will them engage the 
fabric to hold the upper edge straight, and, as 
the cleaning operation continues the wet article 
can then be straightened out, as may be neces 

The cleaning step is 
of course performed by the spray from the nozzle 
which is manipulated to most effectively perform 
its function. Soap or other cleaning. Solution 
Imay of course be applied, if desired, and With 
proper pressure equipment cleaning ffluid other 
than Water might be circulated to the noZZille and 
returned to its supply source. 

In any event the article o'r garnment f 5 is sub 
jected to the Spray action until thoroughly 
cleaned, and as will be evident, the fluid passing 
through the article will also paSS through the 
Screen and then flow down the back Wall 5, 
through the opening 7 and to the drain i 4. 
With the completion of the Washing Operation, 

and after the free liquid haS - drairmed off, the Op 
erator removes the frame C from framie B and 
hangs it up on a Suitable hook. Or Support Such a S 
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f, T, the bar i = preferably having a notch - 48 to in 
sure properly centered suspension. The article 
d5 is left on the Screen to diry and as an important 
feature of the invention it is to be noted that a S 
Such drying occurs it leaves the article in a Sur 
prisingly fflat and Smooth condition So that when 

- removed it can be folded, or immediately reused, 
50 without any appreciable wrinkling or roughness. 

This is accomplished by reason of the fact that 
when the article - is "Wet, and is pressed against 
the reticulated Surface of the screen by the Spray 
it establishes a close affinity between the two, 

upper ends of the warp wires will extend i above i 66 and a thus prevents shrinking, stretching, or 
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Wrinkling, during drying. This adherence O’r re 
tention is retained even when all moisture has 
been dissipated so that the completely diried fab 
ric can be virtually peeled from the screen. On 
Which it has been cleaned. 

It will be understood that with a number of 
the screen frames in use washing and drying of 
a number of articles can be effected simultia 
neously. 

It is further understood that various modifi.-- 
cations in the device and method aS herein dis 
closed may be made Without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the appended claims. Hav 
ing now therefore fully disclosed my invention, 
what I claim to be new and desire to protect by 
Letters Patent is: 

1. In a washing and drying device a rectangu 
lar frame, a rectangular Screen stretched over 
the frame opening and attached at three Side 
edges to three Sides of the frame, the fourth edge 20 
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of the screen being spaced from the fourth Side 
of the frame to provide an edge over Which am 
end : edge portion of a fiat fabric article may be 
folded with the main body portion of the article 
in Surface contact With One face of the screen, 
Said fourth edge of the Screen being raW cut 
whereby Wire ends will project to engage the 
fold line of the article folded thereover. 

2. In a Washing and dirying device a frame, a 
Screen. Secured at its Side edges to side members 
of the frame, the upper edge of the Screen being 
spaced from the upper end of the frame whereby 
a fflat fabric article to be washed and diried in sur 

- face contact On the Screen may be folded, at its up 
per edge portion, over the upper edge of the Screen 
and means in the form of Small pointed elements 
extending from the upper part of the screen to 
engage and retain the article thereon. 

FELOYD H. BERG. 


