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A method for producing an animation sequence on a graphic display driven by a computer, including defining an object (70) that
includes a geometrical description of an animated character (76, 78) and characteristics of social behaviour (74) of the character and
animating an image of the character responsive to the characteristics (88). The character is programmed with a predetermined response, such
as a rule governing motion of the character, to a sensitivity condition occurring externally to the object. The geometrical description of the

object includes a geometrical skeleton characterized by a hierarchy of sub-objects connected by joints, the rule governing motion defines
motions of the joints.
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be scarched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.:
D because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such

an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. Claims Nos.: 6-18, 22-24, 28, 29, 36, 37, 41-45, 60-64, 70-82, 86-88, 92, 93, 100, 101, 105-109, 114 and 124-128
because they are dependent claims and are not drafied in accordance with the sccond and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Plcase Sec Extra Sheet.

1. D As all required additional scarch fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international scarch report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-5, 19-21, 65-69, and 83-85

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest.
D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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BOX II. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION WAS LACKING
This ISA found multiple inventions as follows:

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be searched, the appropriate additional search
fees must be paid.

Group I, claims 1-5, 19-21, 65-69, and 83-85, drawn to a method and system for producing an animation sequence with
behavior of characters.

Group II, claims 25-27, 30, 89-91, and 94, drawn to a method and system for providing a user interface.

Group 111, claims 31-35 and 95-99, drawn to a method and system for producing an animation scquence with translation
and rendering of various viewpoints.

Group IV, claims 38-40 and 102-104, drawn to a method and system for producing an animated overlay image.

Group V, claims 46-54, 110-113, and 115-118, drawn to a method and system for conveying an animation from a
source computer to a destination computer.

Group VI, claims 55-59 and 119-123, drawn to a method and system for finding a desired image among a library of
images.

The inventions listed as Groups [-VI do not relate to a single inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under
PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: Group I
contains deacriptions of animated characters and their behaviors; Group Il contains scaling of display icons; Group I1l
contains a three-dimensional description of a scene with rendering of images from multiple viewpoints; Group IV
contains overlaying animated image elements on a window by software unrelated to the generation of the animated
image clement; Group V contains transmission of an animated object from one computer to another computer; Group VI
contains searching through a library of images to a second image which resembles a first image.
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