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WITH A LIGHT VALVE"

A light valve (1) for controlled transmission of light comprises a first (4, 5, 6)
and a second (8, 9) element at least one (8, 9) of which two elements is controllably movable
into optical contact with the other element (4, 5, 6). Each facing side of the elements is
provided with an interference filter layer (6, 8), which interference filter layers (6, 8), when
being in optical contact with each other, have a transmission for light projected onto the light
valve in a wavelength range determined by the interference filter layers (6, 8), which
transmission differs from the transmission in the case where the interference filter layers (6,
8) are not in optical contact with each other. Such light valves (1) are used in devices
comprising a light source (3) and for displaying signals that are present in an electronic form.
The light valve (1) is used to control the transmission of light emitted by the light source (3)
based on signals which are present in an electronic form. When a multi-colored light source

(3) is used, color filters (16B, 16G, 16R) associated with the light valves are provided in a
light path so as to form a multi-colored image. Phosphors (18B, 18G, 18R) may be used
instead of color filters (16B, 16G, 16R) when the light source (3) is an ultraviolet light source

3).
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