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This invention relates to desks, and more par-

ticularly to students’ study desks of a type espe-
cially suited for simultaneous use by two students
in dormitory or other students’ study rooms.

The desk of the present invention has been
evolved from practical experience to provide the
most compact and efficient two-student study
desk possible.

The construction and arrangement of the desk
are such as to provide a miaximum of practicable
desk facilities for each student, the facilities be-
ing incorporated into the desk in positions most
convenient for the students’ use.

One object of the invention is to provide for
maximum use of desk top space. This is accom-~
plished by seating the students diagonally across
the desk from one another thus permitting each
student free use of the complete desk top opposite
his chair..  From the standpoint of health this
feature is advantageous in that the two students
are not breathing directly in one another’s faces,
as opposed to conventional desks at which the
students sit directly opposite one another.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
two-student desk wherein a single study lamp
may be used with the desk to provide scientifically
correct lighting for both students. This object
is desirable not only for its purpose of eliminating
. eyestrain resulting from improper lighting but

also for purposes of economy in eliminating the
need for two study lamps to obtain scientifically
correct lighting for both students.
is accomplished in the invention by placing the
single study lamp in the center of the desk-top,
thus providing a source of illumination at the left
of each student, which illumination is free from
glare at the working surfaces of the desk top.

In its finished form the invention may include
electrical wiring, the wire entering the struc-
ture preferably at a corner below one set of book
shelves and providing an outlet at each of the
two corners of the desk top above the book shelves

This object.
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with a third outlet being provided in the center -

portion of the desk top. The use of this center
outlet in conjunction with the study lamp will
eliminate trailing wire from the lamp over the
surface of the desk. Wear and breakage of study
lamps resulting from moving the lamps will be
reduced considerably by virtue of the elimination
of the trailing wire from the study lamp and by
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virtue of the fact that correct lighting for both .
students from the single lamp will depend upon

the lamp’s being left bermanently on the center
of the desk top.
Another object of this invention is to provide
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.both students with.an ample amount of readily

accessible book shelf space.. Prior students’ desks
have besn provided with book shelves at the desk
ends, but this location is objectionable, particu-
larly during study involving the use of many ref-
erence books, in that the student must leave his
seat and walk around to the end of the desk in
order to select a book. This objection is obviated
in the present invention by providing a set of
shelves for each student, his shelves being located
on his side of the desk and immediately adjacent
to his position at the desk so that the books
therein are within his sight and his easy reach.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a desk which will, while retaining its full effi-
ciency, cons=rve floor space in the students’ room
where floor space is limited to a bare minimum.
This object has been attained in the invention by
arranging the book shelves and the knee space so
as to leave either end of the desk free to be placed
immediately adjacent a wall of the room. The

Jocation of the desk against a wall is obviously not

feasible with desks having book shelves at both
ends. In one prior desk, the problem of con-
serving floor space was solved by sacrificing one
set of book shelves. However, the resulting desk
suffered both in appearance and efficiency by
reason of the amputation, and the solution was
proved to be unsatisfactory in relation to the
over-all problem.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a separate desk drawer for each student.
This object has been attained in the invention,
separate drawers being provided either above the
book shelves to the left of each student, or,as
shown in the drawing, above the knee space
directly in front of each student.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will become apparent as the description proceeds,
reference beinz had to the accompanying draw-
ing wherein one embodiment of the invention is
shown. It is to be understood that the descrip-
tion and the drawing are illustrative only, and are
not to be taken as limiting the invention except
insofar as it is limited by the claimns.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of one side of the
desk of the invention;

Fig. 2 is a top view of the desk; and

Fig. 3 is an end view of the desk.

The desk of the present invention may be con-
structed of any matarial suitable for use in desks
such as wood, metal, or various plastics.

Referring now to the drawing, my improved
desk has a rectangular top § of a size sufficient
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to provide a desk with the presently to be de-
scribed features and facilities. As the desk is
symmetrical about a center line transverse to
the long dimension of the desk top, with one
half of the desk being reversed in direction with
respect to the other half, only one desk half will
be described in detail. The right hand half of
Figs. 1 and 2 will be described. :

This portion of the desk has supports or legs

8 and 7 associated with top &, and it may have
legs 8 and 9, the latter two legs being located at
the center of the desk sides and cooperating to
support the left desk half. A transverse mem-
ber (8, extending between legs 6 and 8 a spaced
distance below top §, cooperates with members
(not shown) to support & sliding drawer (8 im-
mediately under the top. A suitable handle or
knob (4 is provided for opening and closing the
drawer.

The space 16 below top § and drawer (8 serves
as knee space for the student who normally sits
facing the right half of the desk.

Structural transverse members 26 and 2{ ex-
tend between the lower portions of legs 6 and 1T,
and legs 8 and §, respectively, and a panel 22 may,
if desired, extend between member 28 and desk
top § to enclose the desk end. Similarly, a panel
23 may extend between member 2i and the desk
top.

As best shown in Fig. 2, drawer 13 preferably
is somewhat shorter in length than the desk
width. -Accordingly, when the drawer is fully
closed, a substantial space at the rear of the desk
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be utilized for radios, razors, clocks, or any other
desired electrical appliances, thus to enhance the
usefulness and convenience of the desk. The
center ouflet for the lamp eliminates an other-
wise trailing lamp wire from the desk top. The
electrical wiring for these outlets is not shown,
and it is contemplated that any suitable wiring
may be used.

From the above description it is thought that
the construction and advantages of this inven-
tion will be readily apparent to those skilled in
the art. Various changes and modifications may
be made without departing from the spirit or
losing the advantages of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

_ Patent is:
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1. A students’ study desk comprising a substan-
tially rectangular desk top, supports for sald
top, the space below a portion of one haif of said
top being knee room for the student on one
side of said ‘desk -and the space below a portion
of the other half of said top being knee room for
the student on the other side of said desk,'and a
set of shelves on each side of the desk, each set
being adjacent to the knee room opening on that
side of the desk and at the rear of the knee
room of the other side of the desk, the front of
each set of shelves being disposed on a desk side
in a generally common plane with the front of
the knee room opening on that desk side.

2. A students’ study desk comprising a substan-

" tially rectangular desk top, supports for said

half is unoccupied by drawer 13. This below the

top space and the space below are utilized for a
set of book shelves, a lower shelf 25 and an upper
shelf 26 being provided. A panel 27 extends from
desk top 5 to shelf 25 at the rear of the shelves
to provide a partition between knee space 16 and
the shelves, and also to provide a back for the
shelves.

If desired, drawer 13 may extend the width
of the desk top, in which case the back of the
drawer reduces the height of the top book shelf
to that extent. With this construction, the
drawer may be modified to slide in the opposite
direction, thus to serves the student sitting across
the desk by providing a drawer conveniently
situated at his left.

The construction could be further modified by
providing a comparatively short drawer in each
book shelf to open out of the plane of the book
shelf. Such a construction provides increased
knee space for each student without sacrificing
convenience in drawer location. )

Corresponding prime numbers are used on the
drawing to designate certain corresponding ele-
ments on the left half of the desk. As will be
seen from the drawings, the left half of the desk
is reversed in direction from that of the. other
half, Thus the book shelves 25 and 26 are im-
mediately adjacent the knee room opening for the
student sitting in front of the left half of the
desk. Similarly, the book shelves 25 and 26’
are adjacent and thus convenient to the student
sitting at the right half.

The desk could readily be modified in an ob-
' vious manner to provide illumination from the

students’ right to accommodate left-handed
students. :

An electrical outlet 30 (Fig. 2) may be pro-

35

40

4%

60

1]

70

vided in the center portion of desk top § (for °

the study lamp), while additional outlets 31 and
32 may be desirably provided at the desk top
corners shown. These additional outlets may
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top, a drawer below said top on each side of the
desk, the width of each drawer being substan-
tially half the length of said top with each drawer
underlying a half of said top, and a set of book
shelves below sald top on each side of the desk,
each set of shelves being disposed along a desk
side adjacent a drawer, the front of each set of
shelves being disposed on & desk side in & gen-
erally common plane with the front of the
drawer on that desk side.

3. A students’ study desk comprising a substan-
tially rectangular desk top, supports for said top,
the space below a portion of one half of said
top being knee room for the student on one side
of said desk and the space below & portion of the
other half of said top being knee room for the
student on the other side of said desk, and a book
shelf on each side of the desk, each bhook shelf
being adjacent to the knee room opening on that
side of the desk and at the rear of the knee room
of the other side of the desk, the front of each

-book shelf being disposed on a desk side in a gen-

erally common plane with the front of the knee
room opening on that desk side.
HARRY J. ROBB.
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