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. This invention relates to cartons. 
An object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved carton, having two intelligence-convey 
ing portions and adapted to have its various wall 
portions folded alternately in two different orders 
So that eitheir one of such intelligence-conveying 
portions will be exposed and the other concealed. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompany 

ing drawings in which: 
Fig.1 shows the flat carton blank as cut from 

a sheet of any suitable carton stock, scored for 
folding and slotted; -- 

Fig.2 shows the carton folded with one of its 
two intelligence-conveying portions exposed and 
the other concealed; and 

Fig. 3 shows the carton at an intermediate 
stage in the process of being folded so that the 
intelligence-conveying portion in Fig. 2 Will be 
concealed and the portion concealed in Fig. 2 
will be exposed. 
The carton of the present invention is formed 

as shown in Fig. 1 from any suitable carton 
Stock. All of the dotted lines indicate Scoring to 
facilitate folding toward the viewer. The car 
ton is formed in one piece comprising a bottom 
portion 0 with four integral side wall portions 
f, 2, 3 and 4. Two top or cover portions 5 

and 6 are each connected along one edge with a 
respective one of two adjacent Ones i? and 2 of 
the side wall portions, and each top portion has 
connected with it along the opposite edge an 
extension portion f7 adapted to be folded paral 
lel to the opposite side wall portion and provided 
with an integral tongue 8 adapted to be folded 
Over to enter a slot 9 cut in the blank between 
parallel lines adjacent the folding-score between 
said opposite side wall portion and the botton 
portion. The slot 9 may be located on either 
side of or on the folding-score and is preferably 
of a length about half of the length of the side 
wall portion in or adjacent which it is formed. 
The extension portions f are of a length equal 
to the height of the side walls - 4 or to the 
distance of the slots 9 to the nearest edges of 
the blanks, whichever is smallest. The portions 
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8 may be formed with straight side edges and 

of a width to provide good frictional engagement 
in the slots. 9, or may be formed as shown with 

- convexly arcuate side edges and with a width 
varying from a miximum across its mid-portion 
a little greater than the length of the slot 9 to 
values adjacent the portions T and at the free 
ends of the portions 8 very nearly equal to but 
not greater than the length of the slots 9. 
portions 8 may be formed in still other ways to 
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provide the desired security against accidental 
disengagement from the slots 9. 
In folding the blank to form the carton, either 

pair of opposite side wall portions fi and 3 or 
f2 and 4 may be first folded perpendicular to 
the bottom portion, after which the top or cover 
portion f5 or 6 connected with one of them is 
folded parallel to the bottom portion 0, and its 
extension portion f7 and tongue f8 is folded and 
inserted into the slot 9 of the folded-up oppo 
site side wall portion for 12 as the case may be. 
Then the same procedure is followed with respect 
to the remaining opposite side wall portions, the 
top portion, and the portion 7 and tongue 18 
connected to the latter. ... 

It will be seen that whichever top portion 5 
or 6 is folded into place last will be exposed on 
the outside of the carton and will cover and Con 
ceal the other top portion first folded into place. 
Thus, without reversing the direction of folding 
at any place but by merely reversing the order 
in which the two top portions are brought into 
place, the outer Surface of either top portion may 
be exposed on the outside of the closed carton 
While the outer face of the other is concealed. 
The outer faces of the two top portions 5 and 
6 are treated in any suitable manner, Such as 
by imprinting, or writing, to impart the desired 
intelligence-conveying characteristics to them, so 
that, thereafter, the intelligence-conveying char 
acteristics of either of them may be alternately 
exposed and concealed as the order in which such 
top portions are folded into position is reversed. 
The improved carton is particularly useful as 

an Outer container for articles, Such as rolls of 
photographic film which the purchaser-user will 
wish to send, after exposure, to a laboratory for 
processing, after which the processed film is to 
be returned to the purchaser. To that end, the 
name and address of the processing laboratory, 
with or without other matter such as indications 
of contents, handling instructions, postage re 
quirements, etc., may be imprinted on the outer 
face of one of the cover portions. The other 
cover portion may have similar matter printed 
On it with the exception that in place of the 
name and address of the laboratory, a framed 
and/or ruled space may be left in which the pur 
chaser-user may write his name and address. 
When enclosing the exposed film, contained 
within an inner light-tight container such as a 
can indicated at 20 in dotted lines, in the im 
proved carton, for transmission to the process 
ing station, the purchaser-user will fold the car 
ton so that the top portion carrying the process 
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ing station's name and address will be outermost 
and will conceal the other top portion on which 
he has written his own name and address. After 
the processing of the film, an employee of the 
processing station will re-enclose the processed 
filim in the same carton for return to the pur 
chaser, but, in doing so, will fold the carton so 
that the top portion bearing the purchaser's 
name and address is outermost. The improved 
carton may serve not only for conveying the 
contained article between the purchaser-user of 
the article and a processing laboratory but also 
as an original outer container for the article as 
distributed by the producer and sold. From the 
foregoing other uses of the carton will be readily 
apparent. 

It will be noted that, regardless of which of 
the top portions 5 or 6 is outermost and which 
is innermost when the carton has been closed, 
both of the tongues 8 are engaged in their re 
spective slots f9 and both are simultaneously 
effectively operative to secure the carton in 
closed condition on all sides. Thus, the in 
proved carton of the present invention is more 
securely closed than if only one or the other 
tongue and slot securement is operative at a giv 
en time, depending upon which cover portion is 
outermost, or if for any other reason the se 
curement devices are not effective to keep the 
carton closed on all sides. The improved carton 
is also capable of repeated re-use. 

I claim: - 
A carton comprising a blank formed from Suit 

able carton stock and leaving a botton portion 
with four connected side wall portions, said blank 

- having slots formed therein between parallel 
lines adjacent to the lines of connection of two 
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adjacent ones of said side wall portions with 
said bottom portion, two top portions connected 
along one edge of each with the respective Ones 
of the other two side wall portions, an exten 
sion portion connected to each of Said top por 
tions at the opposite edge thereof and adapted, 
when the connected top portion is folded into 
place, to be folded against the Outerface of the 
side wall portion opposite to that to which said 
connected top portion joins, and a tongue con 
nected to each of said extension portions and 
adapted when the connected top and extension 
portions are folded into place, to enter the slot 
on or adjacent the line of connection between 
said last-mentioned side wall portion and said 
bottom portion, whereby either top portion, upon 
being last folded into place, will have its outer 
face exposed to view and will conceal the other 
top portion while both tongues are releasably en 
gaged in the respective slots and simultaneously 
operative in Securing the carton and closed but 
readily openable condition on all sides. . 

ELMIER A. KAUMAN. 
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