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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, SAMUEL A. STEADMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at

Manchester, in the county of Delaware and !

State of Iowa, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Neck-Yoke

Centers; and I do declare the following to

be a full, clear, and exact description ot the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
neck yoke centers.

One object of the invention is to provide
a neck yoke center or pole holder having an
improved means for connecting the same to
the neck yoke whereby a limited amount of
play is provided for the yoke, thus reducing
the danger of the center breaking where the
same is connected to the yoke.

Another object is to provide a self ad-
justable center or pole holder of this char-
acter, the construction of which provides a
double support for the pole and eliminates
the necessity of stitching the holder adjacent
to the under side of the yoke and the ends
being disengaged to permit the movement
of one relatively to the other to prevent
cracking and breaking of the leather.

- With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists of certain novel
features of construction, combination and
arrangement of parts, as will be more fully
described and particularly pointed out In
the appended claim.

Tn the accompanying drawings: Figure 1
is a perspective view of a portion of a neck
yoke, showing the application of my inven-
tion thereto; Fig. 2 is a central vertical
cross-sectional view of the same.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ing, 1 denotes my improved neck yoke center
or pole holder which is preferably construct-
ed of two or more thicknesses or layers of
heavy leather cut into the proper shape and
stitched together around the edges and in
the center, as shown. In forming the sup-
port, the ends of the leather strap so formed
are brought together in overlapping rela-
tion and secured by a bolt or rivet 2, to form
a yoke engaging loop 3, and double pole
holding ends 4. In the engaged ends 4, of
the holder below the bolt 2, are formed

alined pole receiving apertures 5, around
which is formed a row of stitching whereby
the edges of the holes are reinforced.

Tt will be noted that the bolt 2, which se-
cures the ends of the loop of the holder to-
gether, is arranged a considerable distance
below the part of the loop engaged by the
yoke or in other words, the loop is of con-
siderably greater length than the diameter
of the yoke. The upper portion of the cen-
ter is secured to the yoke by a screw or bolt
6, whereby the yoke is held in the upper
larger portion of the loop.

By forming an elongated loop in the up-
per portion of the holder and securing the
yoke in the loop in the manner describeﬁ, the
yoke will be permitted to have a limited
amount of play in the holder and conse-
quently the movement of the yoke is not so
apt to break the holder, as frequently oc-
curs when the loop in the latter s approxi-
mately of the same diameter as the yoke
and is stitched through below the yoke to
form the loop and the overlapping apertured
ends are disconnected to permit them ‘to
move relatively to each other and allow the
respective ends to bend and thus prevent
cracking and breaking of the leather.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is:

The combination with a yole, of a ve-
hicle pole holder comprising a plurality of
pieces of flexible material fo ded together in
sections to provide a loop on one portion of
the holder which is of greater diameter than
said yoke, a bolt inserted through the loop
and into the yolke to hold said parts together,
a single bolt inserted through the central
portions of the sections of the holder and
being the sole means of holding said sections
together and also to form said loop, thus
permitting the yoke to have a limited free
movement within the loop, and said sections
of the holder having registering apertures to
receive the pole of the vehicle.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

SAMUEL A. STEADMAN.

Witnesses:
Rox C. Kraery,
‘Wabpe E. Loxe,
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