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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN NICHOLs, OF BALDWINS VILLE, ASSIGNOR TO HEYWOOD BROTHERs 

& CO, OF GARDNER, AND THOMPSON, PERLEY & WAITE, OF BALD 
WINS VILLE, MASSACHUSETTS, 

MPROVEMENT IN CHILDREN'S CHAIRS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 206,602, dated July 30, 1878; application filed 
April 22, 1878. 

To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHNNICHOLs, of Bald 

winsville, county of Worcester, State of Massa 
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in 
Children's Chairs, of which the following is a specification: 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in children's chairs whereby the chair may be 
converted into a carriage or rocking-horse. 
The chair is arranged as a high chair, and 

has at the back of the main seat an auxiliary 
seat, which serves as the seat for the carriage 
or rocking-horse. 
The legs of the high chair are so pivoted 

With reference to the main seat as to support 
it in its elevated position, and the same legs, 
provided with rollers at one edge and curved 
at the other edge, serve to support the aux 
iliary seat when the chair is used as a rock 
ing-horse. 

Figure 1 represents, in side elevation, the 
contrivance arranged to serve as a high chair, 
one-half of the head-shaped portion of the 
rocking-horse being omitted and the foot-rest 
being in section; Fig. 2, a side elevation, 
showing the contrivance employed as a car 
riage; Fig. 3, a side elevation, showing it ar 
ranged as a rocking-horse, a portion of the 
rear leg, which serves as the rear of the rocker, 
being broken away; and Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are 
details of fastenings for the movable or piv 
oted joints. 
The contrivance is composed of a main seat, 

(1, (represented in Fig.1 in dotted lines and in 
Fig. 2 in section,) which serves as the seat for 
the high chair. This seat may be provided, 
as shown in Fig. 2, with all opening, b, and 
may have a suitable cover, c, and the back c 
of the seat may be made in any usual way. 
The seat a has at each side a rigidl leg, d e, 

one portion thereof (portion e) being curved, 
as shown, to serve as a rocker, and also a leg, 
f(1, pivoted to the seat at h, so that said legs, 
connected by suitable rounds, may be so turned 
with reference to such seat (t, as to place the 
curved portions g in such position as to form 
a continuation of the are of the curved por 

tions e, as in Fig. 3, when it is desired to form a rocking-horse. 
The edges of the curved portions eg may be 

provided with strips of leather, rubber, or other 
suitable material, i, softer than Wood. 
The legs fig will preferably be made in one 

piece by bending, and the upper portion, 3, 
Will preferably be shaped to conform with the 
shape of the arms k, and these legs will be 
provided at the bottom with a roller, l, and at 
the top with a roller, n, to serve as the wheels 
for the carriage, which is formed by turning 
the chair over upon its front, as shown in Fig. 
2, the auxiliary seat at the rear side of the 
back of the main seat then serving as the seat 
for the carriage. The auxiliary seat also 
serves for the seat of the rocking-horse. 
The foot-rest o is pivoted at p between the 

portions e of the rigid legs, and is provided 
with a locking device composed of a metallic 
bar, 3, having projections to enter one of the 
notches 4 in a plate, 5, so that the said foot 
rest may be held in the position shown in sec 
tion, Fig. 1, to serve as the foot-rest for the 
high chair, or to sustain a vessel; or it may be 
held in the position shown in dotted lines in 
such figure and in full lines in Figs. 2 and 3, 
to serve as a foot-rest for the carriage or rocker. 
This locking device is moved to disengage it 
by the handle 6, and in the opposite direction 
by the spring 7. 

Pivoted between the legs de, at , are two 
horse head and neck shaped pieces of wood, s, 
or other suitable material, preferably made 
hollow to make them light, connected by 
rounds 88, and between such pieces is placed 
a dash-board, t, provided, if desired, with a 
whip-socket, u, suitable driving-reins , and 
bridle being provided. 
When the countrivance is used as a high 

chair, the pieces s are turned within the 
base of the chair, as shown in Fig. 1, in 
which position they are locked by means of 
bolts 10, projecting from springs c into holes 
made in platest fixed to the legs de. (Shown 
in dotted lines, Fig. 1, and in detail, Fig. 4.) 
When the contrivance is used as a rocking 

  



horse or as a carriage, the piecess are turned 
outward on their pivots, as shown in Figs. 2 
and 3, where they are locked by the same 
locking devices, the bolts then ('intering other 
lholes in plates r. 

It is obvious that these pieces 8 might loe 
omitted, and yet the contrivance would oper 
ate as a carriage and as a rocker; but it is far 
Inore desirable and attractive to employ such 
piecess. 
To the legs td e, at 12, is pivotel a handle, 

y, which may be folded parallel with d, and be 
locked to the seat a by means of a lin, 13, on 
a spring, 14, secured to the eross-rod 15, whiclh 
connects the opposite sides of ty. (See Fig. 6, 
showing a detail thereof) This landle may 
be turned outward, as shown in Fig. 2, to be 
used to draw the earriage, such figure showing 
the handle broken off to save space. 
The cross-rol 15, when the contrivac'e is 

employed as a rocking-horse, is grasped by 
the clhild to assist in retaining its seat. 
The legs fity are locked in the two positions 

shown in IFigS. l and by means of springs 
connected with the under side of seat (t, sul 
springs having lnolts to enter lholes 1 in a 
plate, 18, (shown in dotted lines, Fig. 3, ) such 
springs, bolts, and late being constructed 
aln(l operating as (les' rilled of slings (, bolts 
10, and plater. (Shown in Fig. 4.) 
The plates at the pivoted centers of the 

piecess and of the legs fit are provided with 
slots 19 to receive pins 20, to serve as stops 
for the moving parts. (See detail, Fig. 5.) 

I claim 
1. The combination, with seat (t, and legs 

to support it as a high chair, of the auxiliary 
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seat located at the rear of the back of the 
main seat, to operate substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. The mail and auxiliary seats, conlined 
with the fixed and movable legs, curved at 
their inner edges, as at e ty, to serve as a high 
chair or as a rockel'. 

3. The combination, with the seat and 
fixed legs, of horse-head-like piecess, pivoted 
thereto, substantially as and for the purpose 
described. 

4. The combination, with the seaf, and 
legs and pivoted horse-head-like piecess, of a 
dash-lboard, sulbstantially as described. 

5. The combination, with the auxiliary seat 
and fixed legs, of the pivoted legs f 1, 

adapted to be turned so that the narrow ends 
of such legs will project in front of or at the 
rear of such seat, according to whetlher the 
apparatus is lbeing used as a carriage or rocker. 

G. In colnbination with the auxiliary seat 
attached to the back of the main seat, a 
pair of legs, provided at each end with roll 
ers lin, located thereon in front of the center 
of the main seat, to operate substantially, as 
described. 

7. The pivoted foot-lboard and locking de 
vice, combined with the leg e and notched 
plate connected there with, to operate sulbstan 
tially as described. 

In testimony, whereof. I lave signed my 
maine to this specification in the 1esence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

(), N N ('H( ) S. 
Witnesses: 

( . W. (RE(; (IRY, 
N. E. WHITNEY. 

  


