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FIGURE 4 
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FIGURE 5 
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1. 

SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR WEB 
KNOWLEDGE EXTRACTION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

Embodiments of the present invention generally relate to a 
system and method for extracting web data. More specifi 
cally, embodiments of the invention aim to simplify, speed 
deployment, and standardize creation and execution of work 
flows for web knowledge extraction. 

BACKGROUND 

Data extraction is the actor process of retrieving structured 
or unstructured data out of data sources for further data pro 
cessing or data storage. Typical unstructured data sources 
include web pages, emails, documents, PDFs, scanned text, 
mainframe reports, spool files etc. Though the Web is best 
known as a vast repository of shared documents, it also con 
tains a significant amount of structured data covering a com 
plete range of topics, from product to financial, public-record, 
Scientific, hobby-related, and government. Structured data on 
the Web shares many similarities with the kind of data tradi 
tionally managed by commercial database systems but also 
reflects Some unusual characteristics of its own; for example, 
it is embedded in textual Web pages and must be extracted 
prior to use; there is no centralized data design as there is in a 
traditional database; and, unlike traditional databases that 
focus on a single domain, it covers everything. 
The business need for structured and unstructured extrac 

tions is well known. The domains range from augmenting 
search results, providing rich results to properties and tar 
geted advertising where extracted information can be used to 
improve user experience as well as targeted advertisements. 

However, currently, every design or development team that 
requires extraction of structured data e.g. review ratings, 
store hours of operation, store phone number, hotel photos, 
etc. from the web has to develop their own workflow execu 
tion mechanisms from Scratch for retrieving and processing 
the structured data. So instead of concentrating on the busi 
ness problem at hand, they have to worry about peripheral 
problems like how to orchestrate the whole workflow includ 
ing, but not limited to, designing their own workflow model, 
developing custom ways of stringing together components 
using Scripts, how to get access to web data, how to validate 
workflow output on a continuous basis, and how to transfer 
data between distributed and stand-alone systems. 

SUMMARY 

The disclosed embodiments recognize the disadvantages 
of the current methods for web knowledge extraction and aim 
to provide a standard workflow application model for devel 
oping applications requiring extraction of structured web data 
for ease of development of these applications. 
The disclosed embodiments include a method, apparatus, 

and computer program product for executing a client work 
flow for web data extraction. For instance, in one embodi 
ment, a system for generating and executing a client workflow 
for web data extraction is disclosed. The system includes a 
data storage component configured for storing a plurality of 
preconfigured reusable software components that provide 
services for creating a client workflow for web data extrac 
tion. The system also includes a communication interface 
operable to receive workflow definitions from a client for 
creating the client workflow for web data extraction utilizing 
at least one of the plurality of preconfigured reusable software 
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2 
components. The system has a processor for executing 
instructions to run the client workflow for web data extrac 
tion. 

In another embodiment, a method, implemented on a 
machine having at least one processor, storage, and a com 
munication platform connected to a network for web data 
extraction is disclosed. The method receives workflow defi 
nitions from a client device for at least one of a plurality of 
preconfigured reusable software components that provide 
services for creating a client workflow for web data extrac 
tion. The method generates the client workflow using the 
workflow definitions and executes the client workflow for 
web data extraction. 

Additional advantages and novel features will be set forth 
in part in the description which follows, and in part will 
become apparent to those skilled in the art upon examination 
of the following and the accompanying drawings or may be 
learned by production or operation of the examples. The 
advantages of the present teachings may be realized and 
attained by practice or use of various aspects of the method 
ologies, instrumentalities and combinations set forth in the 
detailed examples discussed below. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings constitute a part of this speci 
fication and illustrate one or more embodiments of the dis 
closed system and methods, and further enhance the descrip 
tion thereof provided in this specification. 

FIG. 1 illustrates a network environment in which certain 
illustrative embodiments may be implemented; 

FIG. 2 illustrates exemplary components of a system in 
which certain illustrative embodiments may be implemented; 

FIG. 3 illustrates components of a Surfacing component in 
accordance with an exemplary embodiment; 

FIG. 4 illustrates a method for executing a workflow for 
web data extraction in accordance with an exemplary 
embodiment; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a method for retrieving web data from at 
least one of a plurality of web data extraction services; and 

FIG. 6 illustrates a general computer architecture in which 
certain illustrative embodiments may be implemented. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The disclosed embodiments and advantages thereof are 
best understood by referring to FIGS. 1-6 of the drawings, 
like numerals being used for like and corresponding parts of 
the various drawings. Other features and advantages of the 
disclosed embodiments will be or will become apparent to 
one of ordinary skill in the art upon examination of the fol 
lowing figures and detailed description. It is intended that all 
Such additional features and advantages be included within 
the scope of the disclosed embodiments. Further, the illus 
trated figures are only exemplary and are not intended to 
assert or imply any limitation with regard to the environment, 
architecture, design, or process in which different embodi 
ments may be implemented. 

Beginning with FIG. 1, a network environment 100 in 
which certain illustrative embodiments may be implemented 
is depicted. In the depicted embodiment, the network envi 
ronment 100 includes a Knowledge Acquisition Framework 
for Extractions (KAFE) application server 200 for executing/ 
running a client workflow for web data extraction Such as 
workflows defined by client systems 110. The KAFE appli 
cation server 200 provides a standardized workflow definition 
“language', which the KAFE application server 200 inter 
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prets for executing a workflow. The KAFE application server 
200 includes a plurality of preconfigured reusable software 
components that provide services for creating and executing 
the client workflows for web data extraction thus reducing the 
overall development time for such solutions. As will be fur 
ther described, the KAFE application server 200 also includes 
a plurality of task interfaces operable to provide functional 
ities for performing a plurality of web data extraction related 
tasks. For example, the KAFE application server 200 includes 
a designer interface in communication with a designer com 
ponent executed on one of the client systems 110 for enabling 
a workflow designer/client to select from the plurality of 
preconfigured reusable software components, provide addi 
tional custom components, and provide the workflow defini 
tions for configuring the client workflow for web data extrac 
tion. In addition, as will be further described in more detail, 
the KAFE application server 200 includes a Web surfacing 
component for communicating and extracting web data from 
the Internet 150 using at least one of a plurality of web data 
surfacing providers 120. 

In some embodiments, the KAFE application server 200 
may also include a grid processing component for distribut 
ing workload processing to a grid 160. The grid 160 provides 
a plurality of computer resources for distributed processing. 
The plurality of computer resources may be loosely coupled, 
heterogeneous, and geographically dispersed. The grid 160 
may be constructed with the aid of general-purpose grid soft 
ware libraries. For example, in one embodiment, the grid 160 
is implemented as an ApacheTM HadoopTM grid. Apache 
Hadoop's open-source software library is a framework that 
allows for the distributed processing of large data sets across 
clusters of computers using a simple programming model. It 
is designed to Scale up from single servers to thousands of 
machines, each offering local computation and storage. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, exemplary components of the 
KAFE application server 200 is illustrated. In the depicted 
embodiment, the KAFE application server 200 includes a 
workflow execution unit 220 for generating and executing 
workflows for extracting web data. As part of the disclosed 
embodiments, the KAFE application server 200 includes a 
plurality of standardized workflow library components 260 
(i.e., preconfigured reusable software components) that may 
be utilized by the workflow execution 220 in generating and 
executing a client workflow. Examples of the library compo 
nents 260 include a datajoin component and a dedup compo 
nent. These related components operate on the data of each 
element (identified by an id/key) coming in from multiple 
forks of the workflow and joins all the information of same 
element or keeps only one of them, respectively. For example, 
one fork of the workflow may be getting the address and 
phone no. of the store (the "element’) and another may be 
getting the operating hours and the datajoin component com 
bines the data for this store together. The dedup component 
eliminates all but one instance of the same store occurring in 
the data. 

Other examples of the library components 260 include an 
output validation component that takes in the output and 
validates it according to a set of automated rules (e.g., the 
output validation component may ensure that the output con 
forms to a schema, Such as, but not limited to, Verifying that 
every element is not more than specific size and that some 
specific set of elements (i.e., a golden set) is found as part of 
the output to identify a valid feed; a surfacing component 230 
(as illustrated in FIG. 2); a grid transferring component for 
transferring data in and out of the grid to non-grid machines; 
a grid processing/workflow scheduling and monitoring com 
ponent 250 that manages the life cycle of grid sub-workflow 
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4 
of the main KAFE workflow (also illustrated as an example in 
FIG. 2); a rules based extraction component for applying 
XSLT based rules or custom technology rules to content from 
a Web corpus (e.g., a Web corpus can be content from Bing or 
can be directly crawled by Yahoo’s infrastructure); a sam 
pling and QA validation component that provides generic 
sampling mechanism from output feed (e.g., select 2000 
records from 0.1 million records for editorial review) and a 
QA validation component that takes these sampled records 
and sends them off to the QA dashboard provided by the 
KAFE application server 200. 

In a preferred embodiment, the plurality of standardized 
workflow library components 260 is designed to extract struc 
tured information from the web. Examples of structured 
information include gathering information about all the stores 
selling a particular brand in all Zip codes, finding the home 
page of all the interesting entities like Schools and restaurants, 
or finding menu items of all restaurants for a particular Zip 
code. The information may be structured according to any of 
a plurality of structured models. For example, the information 
may be structured using Extensible Markup Language 
(XML) and/or JavaScript Object Notation (JSON). XML is a 
set of rules for encoding documents in machine-readable 
form. Similarly, JSON is a data-interchange format that 
encodes data in a collection of name/value pairs. In certain 
embodiments, the KAFE application server 200 may also be 
utilized to run unstructured extraction workflows. 
A workflow designer utilizing a workflow design compo 

nent 210 on a client system 110 may select desired compo 
nents from the plurality of standardized workflow library 
components 260 for defining a client workflow. In addition, 
the workflow designer may also provide a plurality of custom 
components that provide services for custom logic for web 
data extraction utilizing the workflow design component 210. 
One unique feature of the KAFE application server 200 is 

the web data extraction services performed by the surfacing 
component 230. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the workflow execu 
tion unit 220 may utilize the surfacing component 230 to 
extract web data using at least one of a plurality of web data 
Surfacing providers 120 (e.g., web data Surfacing provider A, 
web data Surfacing provider B, and web data surfacing pro 
vider C). Although, only three web data surfacing providers 
are illustrated, the disclosed embodiments are not limited by 
the number of web data surfacing providers in which the 
surfacing component 230 may utilize. Examples of web data 
surfacing providers include Yahoo! (R) Search Technology 
(YST) which crawls the web and extracts web data for 
Yahoo! (R) and other search providers. YST is used for extract 
ing web data in bulk by performing multiple hops on a single 
link hops being how many levels of a link that is followed. 
Other web data surfacing providers include, but are not lim 
ited to, Web Crawl Corpus (WCC), which provides crawled 
data from Microsoft(R); Low Level Fetching Service (LLFS), 
which is used by YST crawlers to actually fetch the data one 
URL at time, and WGET, a free software application as part of 
the GNU Project for getting files from HTTP/FTP servers. 

Each of the web data surfacing providers 120 are capable of 
performing certain features for web data extraction, some of 
which are not shared by other web data surfacing providers. In 
addition, each of the web data surfacing providers 120 require 
a certain formatted request (e.g. certain parameters), based 
upon the implementation of their application programming 
interface (API). Therefore, currently, a workflow designer 
requiring a certain feature must know which of the plurality 
web data surfacing providers 120 provides said feature and 
must also implement the request in the format corresponding 
to the determined web data surfacing provider. 



US 8,918,357 B2 
5 

However, in accordance with the disclosed embodiments, 
the surfacing component 230 provides an abstract interface 
for surfacing all of the web data surfacing providers 120 in a 
uniform way for executing the client workflows. Because the 
KAFE application server 200 enables a client to define the 
workflow utilizing a standardized workflow definition lan 
guage, the client defined workflow may utilize the extracted 
web data content from at least one the plurality of web data 
service providers 120 provided by the surfacing component 
230 as input data for performing the client workflow. 

Another one of the standardized workflow library compo 
nents 260 provided by the KAFE application server 200 is the 
grid processing component 250. The grid processing compo 
nent 250 includes instructions for distributing the workload 
processing to the grid 160. For example, in one embodiment, 
the grid processing component 250 includes instructions for 
batch processing for huge data sets. For instance, the grid 
processing component 250 may distribute chunks of data 
received from the surfacing component 230 for enabling 
workload processing to occur on received batches of web data 
while awaiting additional batches of web data from the plu 
rality of data extraction services. 

In addition, in some embodiments, the grid processing 
component 250 may include instructions for processing the 
information returned from a grid resource. Still, in certain 
embodiments, a web data service provider 120 may run 
directly in grid 160 and surfaces data directly onto the grid 
160. Of course, in some embodiments, the workload process 
ing may be performed solely on standalone device. 

In addition, in certain embodiments, the standardized 
workflow library components 260 include a dashboard inter 
face for providing workload processing information to a 
dashboard component 240. The dashboard component 240 
organizes and presents information for enabling a user to 
monitor information regarding the execution of one or more 
workflows. In some embodiments, the dashboard component 
240 may be user customizable and/or may be interactive. For 
example, in one embodiment, the dashboard component 240 
enables a user to deploy and start his/her workflow. The 
dashboard component 240 may also be configured to enable a 
user to monitor the progress of the workflow. For example, the 
dashboard component 240 may enable a user to identify 
which component in the workflow pipeline is currently 
executing, how long each component took, individual statis 
tics outputted by the components (e.g. number of URLS 
crawled, number entities joined, amount of data transferred to 
grid etc.). In certain embodiments, if there is a failure, the 
dashboard component 240 enables a user to drill down to the 
exact failure. In some embodiments, the dashboard compo 
nent 240 may also enable quality assurance services by pro 
viding a generic editorial overview interface for the workflow 
output (e.g., the output is expected to follow a particular 
format such as, but not limited to, an enhanced JSON format, 
but the schema itself may be configurable). 

Referring now to FIG. 3, an embodiment of the surfacing 
component 230 is illustrated. In the depicted embodiment, the 
surfacing component 230 includes a workflow execution unit 
client-side interface 232, a conversion unit 234, and a web 
data service providers interface 238. The workflow execution 
unit client-side interface 232 provides services to the work 
flow execution unit 220. For example, in one embodiment, the 
workflow execution unit client-side interface 232 includes, 
but is not limited to, the following functions: getContents 
(urlpattern, urls timeConstraint), getJobStatus(jobd), 
Other Job Management APIs (jobId), registerNotification 
Handler(batchready handler, job completion handler). 
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6 
As stated above, each of the plurality of web data surfacing 

providers 120 may perform certain features for web data 
extraction, which are not shared by other web data Surfacing 
providers. In addition, each of the web data Surfacing provid 
ers 120 requires a certain formatted request. The conversion 
unit 234 includes instructions for determining which of the 
web data Surfacing providers 120 is capable of satisfying a 
request received from the workflow execution unit client-side 
interface 232 and translating the request to the determined 
service provider API format based on a set of web data service 
provider parameters 236. 

In one embodiment, examples of functions provided by the 
Web Data Services Provider Interface 238 include, but not 
limited to, getCapabilities( ), batchreadyhandler(signal 
Batch Ready) submitFetch.Job (FetchDetails), getContent 
(JobDetails), JobManagementAPIs(jobd), and registerNoti 
fication Handler(batchready handler, job completion 
handler). The names of each of the functions are descriptive 
as to their functions. For instance, batchreadyhandler (signal 
Batch Ready) enables huge amount of data to be processed 
without having to wait for the full latency of all the data. This 
feature removes the storage requirement of having to store all 
the data for processing since every processed batch can be 
cleaned up. Also this asynchronous notification mechanism 
allows the sub-workflows (with data from one batch) to be 
started automatically as soon as the data is available. 
With reference now to FIG. 4, a method 400 performed by 

the KAFE application server 200 for generating and execut 
ing a workflow for web data extraction is illustrated in accor 
dance with an exemplary embodiment. Beginning at step 402. 
the method receives definitions from a client device for at 
least one of a plurality of preconfigured reusable software 
components that provide services for creating a workflow for 
web data extraction. As referenced herein, a client device may 
be any type of computing device including, but not limited to, 
a desktop computer, a laptop, a tablet device, a PDA, and/or a 
Smart phone. In addition, in the depicted embodiment, the 
method receives at step 404, a plurality of custom compo 
nents from the client device that provide services for custom 
logic for web data extraction. At step 406, the method gener 
ates the client workflow from the provided definitions and 
custom components provided by the client device. At step 
408, the method executes the client workload on the KAFE 
application server 200. As part of the execution of the client 
workload, the method at step 410, communicates with a web 
data Surfacing component for extracting web data from at 
least one of the plurality of web data service providers. In 
certain embodiments, the method at step 412 distributes the 
workload processing to a grid and joins the output data from 
the grid at step 414 for producing an output of the client 
workflow. In one embodiment, the method at step 416 may 
validate the output of the entire workflow against one or more 
rules for verifying the structured information. 
Upon successful validation, the method at step 418 trans 

fers the output of the workflow in accordance with the defi 
nitions of the client workflow, with method 400 terminating 
thereafter. For example, the workflow may specify that the 
output be transferred from the grid 160 to a dropbox location. 
In some embodiments, the client workflow may specify that 
the output be maintained in the grid 160 and that other KAFE 
workflows start with this output as their input. 

Referring to FIG. 5, a method 500 performed by the sur 
facing component 230 for retrieving web data from at least 
one of a plurality of web data extraction services is presented. 
In the depicted embodiment, the method receives a request for 
web data extraction at step 502. The method at step 504 
determines which of a plurality of web data service providers 
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is capable of satisfying the received request. The method at 
step 506 converts the received request to a request format 
corresponding to one or more web data service providers 
determined to be capable of satisfying the received request. 
The method at step 508 initiates the formatted requests to the 
one or more web data service providers. In one embodiment, 
the method at step 510 receives web data from the one or web 
data service providers in response to the request. The process 
at step 512 may pass the received web data to the workload 
execution unit 220 for further processing and handling and/or 
may pass the received web data to the grid 160 for further 
processing, with the method 500 terminating thereafter. 

FIG. 6 depicts a general architecture of a computer 600 in 
which the disclosed embodiments may be implemented. The 
computer 600 may be a general purpose computer or a special 
purpose computer. The computer 600 includes, among other 
components, COM ports 650 connected to and from a net 
work connected thereto to facilitate data communications. 
The computer 600 also includes a central processing unit 
(CPU) 620, in the form of one or more processors, for execut 
ing program instructions. The exemplary computer platform 
includes an internal communication bus 610, program Storage 
and data storage of different forms, e.g., disk 670, read only 
memory (ROM) 630, or random access memory (RAM) 640, 
for various data files to be processed and/or communicated by 
the computer 600, as well as possibly program instructions to 
be executed by the CPU. The computer 600 also includes an 
I/O component 660, supporting input/output flows between 
the computer and other components therein. The computer 
600 may also receive programming and data via network 
communications. 
The computer 600 may be used to implement any compo 

nents for extracting web data as described herein. For 
example, the computer 600 may be utilized to implement the 
KAFE application server 200 and/or just a portion of the 
KAFE application server 200 such as the surfacing compo 
nent 230. In addition, the computer 600 may be used to 
implement the workflow design component 210 and the dash 
board component 240. The computer 600 may also represent 
the architecture of one or more of the devices in the grid 160. 
The architecture of the computer 600 is merely provided as an 
example and is not intended to limit the disclosed embodi 
ments to any particular configuration. 

Accordingly, the disclosed embodiments provide a work 
flow application server that provides a standardized workflow 
definition language and for creating a client workflow for web 
data extraction. In addition, the disclosed embodiments pro 
vide a plurality of preconfigured reusable Software compo 
nents that provide services for creating and executing the 
client workflows for web data extraction. 

Advantages of the disclosed embodiments include, but are 
not limited to, reducing the overall development time and 
complexity for creating and executing a workflow for web 
data extraction. For instance, the disclosed embodiments pro 
vide a web surfacing component that enables a workflow 
developer to extract data from a plurality of web data surfac 
ing provider without having to understand the interface/inter 
nals of multiple web data surfacing providers. The disclosed 
embodiments abstracts the workflow from the actual imple 
mentation of data Surfacing mechanism, thereby enabling its 
implementation using different mechanisms (e.g., a produc 
tion one and a development one or even different mechanisms 
depending on the scale required). This enables agile experi 
mentation and a seamless transition from development to 
production with respect to web data surfacing. Further, the 
disclosed embodiments future proof the workflow applica 
tions in case a web data Surfacing mechanism becomes obso 
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8 
lete. Moreover, the disclosed embodiments enable future 
caching and reuse at the level agnostic to all implementations 
when multiple applications use the interface at the same time. 

Hence, aspects of the methods of the disclosed embodi 
ments, as outlined above, may be embodied in programming. 
Program aspects of the technology may be thought of as 
“products” or “articles of manufacture' typically in the form 
of executable code and/or associated data that is carried on or 
embodied in a type of machine readable medium. Tangible 
non-transitory "storage' type media include any or all of the 
memory or other storage for the computers, processors or the 
like, or associated modules thereof. Such as various semicon 
ductor memories, tape drives, disk drives and the like, which 
may provide storage at any time for the Software program 
ming. 

All or portions of the Software may at times be communi 
cated through a network Such as the Internet or various other 
telecommunication networks. Such communications, for 
example, may enable loading of the Software from one com 
puter or processor into another, for example, from a manage 
ment server or host computer of the search engine operator or 
other explanation generation service provider into the hard 
ware platform(s) of a computing environment or other system 
implementing a computing environment or similar function 
alities in connection with generating explanations based on 
user inquiries. Thus, another type of media that may bear the 
Software elements includes optical, electrical and electro 
magnetic waves, such as used across physical interfaces 
between local devices, through wired and optical landline 
networks and over various air-links. The physical elements 
that carry Such waves, such as wired or wireless links, optical 
links or the like, also may be considered as media bearing the 
software. As used herein, unless restricted to tangible “stor 
age' media, terms such as computer or machine “readable 
medium” refer to any medium that participates in providing 
instructions to a processor for execution. 

Hence, a machine readable medium may take many forms, 
including but not limited to, a tangible storage medium, a 
carrier wave medium or physical transmission medium. Non 
Volatile storage media include, for example, optical or mag 
netic disks, such as any of the storage devices in any computer 
(s) or the like, which may be used to implement the system or 
any of its components as shown in the drawings. Volatile 
storage media include dynamic memory, Such as a main 
memory of Such a computer platform. Tangible transmission 
media include coaxial cables; copper wire and fiber optics, 
including the wires that form a bus within a computer system. 
Carrier-wave transmission media can take the form of electric 
or electromagnetic signals, or acoustic or light waves such as 
those generated during radio frequency (RF) and infrared 
(IR) data communications. Common forms of computer 
readable media therefore include for example: a floppy disk, 
a flexible disk, hard disk, magnetic tape, any other magnetic 
medium, a CD-ROM, DVD or DVD-ROM, any other optical 
medium, punch cards paper tape, any other physical storage 
medium with patterns of holes, a RAM, a PROM and 
EPROM, a FLASH-EPROM, any other memory chip or car 
tridge, a carrier wave transporting data or instructions, cables 
or links transporting Sucha carrier wave, or any other medium 
from which a computer can read programming code and/or 
data Many of these forms of computer readable media may be 
involved in carrying one or more sequences of one or more 
instructions to a processor for execution. 

Those skilled in the art will recognize that the present 
teachings are amenable to a variety of modifications and/or 
enhancements. For example, although the implementation of 
various components described above may be embodied in a 
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hardware device, it can also be implemented as a Software 
only solution—e.g., an installation on an existing server. In 
addition, the dynamic relation/event detector and its compo 
nents as disclosed herein can be implemented as a firmware, 
firmware/software combination, firmware/hardware combi 
nation, or a hardware/firmware/software combination. 

While the foregoing has described what are considered to 
be the best mode and/or other examples, it is understood that 
various modifications may be made therein and that the Sub 
ject matter disclosed herein may be implemented in various 
forms and examples, and that the teachings may be applied in 
numerous applications, only some of which have been 
described herein. It is intended by the following claims to 
claim any and all applications, modifications and variations 
that fall within the true scope of the present teachings. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A system for web data extraction, comprising: 
a non-transitory data storage component configured for 

storing a plurality of preconfigured reusable Software 
components that provide services for creating a client 
workflow for web data extraction; 

a communication interface operable to receive information 
related to workflow from a client for creating the client 
workflow for web data extraction utilizing at least one of 
the plurality of preconfigured reusable software compo 
nents; and 

a processor for executing instructions to run the client 
workflow for web data extraction, wherein the plurality 
of preconfigured reusable software components 
includes a web data Surfacing component configured for 
extracting web data from a plurality of web data extrac 
tion services, the web data Surfacing component com 
prising instructions for formatting the request in at least 
one format to generate the at least one formatted request, 
communicating the at least one formatted request to the 
at least one of the plurality of web data extraction ser 
vices, and receiving a response from the at least one of 
the plurality of web data extraction services. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the client workflow 
includes at least one custom workflow component provided 
by the client for providing services for custom logic for web 
data extraction. 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of precon 
figured reusable Software components includes a grid pro 
cessing component. 

4. The system of claim 2, wherein the plurality of precon 
figured reusable Software components includes a designer 
interface in communication with a designer component, 
wherein a client selects the plurality of custom components 
and provides the information related to workflow using the 
designer component for configuring the client workflow for 
web data extraction. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of precon 
figured reusable Software components includes a dashboard 
interface for providing workflow monitoring services to a 
dashboard component. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the web data surfacing 
component comprises: 

instructions for receiving a request to extract web data; and 
instructions for combining the response from the at least 

one of the web data extraction services into a combined 
formatted response for satisfying the request. 

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the instructions for 
formatting the requestin at least one format associated with at 
least one of the plurality of web data extraction services 
comprises: 
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10 
instructions for identifying requirements of the request; 

and 
instructions for identifying the at least one of the plurality 

of data extraction services capable of satisfying the 
requirements of the request based on parameters of each 
of the plurality of data extraction services. 

8. The system of claim 6, wherein the processor further 
executes instructions to transfer the response received from 
the at least one of the plurality of data extraction services in 
batches for enabling workload processing to occur on 
received batches of web data while awaiting additional 
batches of web data from the at least one of the plurality of 
data extraction services. 

9. The system of claim 6, wherein the processor further 
executes instructions to transfer the response received from 
the at least one of the plurality of data extraction services to a 
distributed grid for workload processing. 

10. The system of claim 6, wherein the processor further 
executes instructions to validate the output of the client work 
flow for web data extraction, wherein the output is in one of a 
plurality of structured formats. 

11. A method, implemented on a machine having at least 
one processor, storage, and a communication platform con 
nected to a network for web data extraction, the method 
comprising: 

receiving information related to workflow from a client 
device for at least one of a plurality of preconfigured 
reusable software components that provide services for 
creating a client workflow for web data extraction; 

generating the client workflow based on the information 
related to workflow; and 

extracting web data in accordance with the client workflow 
which comprises: 

formatting a web data extraction request in at least one 
format to generate the at least one formatted request, 

communicating the at least one formatted request to the at 
least one of the plurality of web data extraction services, 
and 

receiving a response from the at least one of the plurality of 
web data extraction services that received the at least one 
formatted request. 

12. The method of claim 11 further comprising: 
receiving at least one custom workflow component from 

the client device for providing services for custom logic 
for web data extraction; and 

wherein generating the client workflow includes generat 
ing the client workflow based on the information related 
to workflow and the at least one custom workflow com 
ponent. 

13. The method of claim 11 further comprising: 
transferring the response received from the at least one of 

the plurality of data extraction services to a distributed 
grid for workload processing. 

14. The method of claim 11 further comprising: 
validating the output of the client workflow against at least 

one rule for verifying a structure of the output. 
15. A machine-readable tangible and non-transitory 

medium having information for web data extraction, wherein 
the information, when read by the machine, causes the 
machine to perform the following: 

receive information related to workflow from a client 
device for at least one of a plurality of preconfigured 
reusable software components that provide services for 
creating a client workflow for web data extraction; 

generate the client workflow based on the information 
related to workflow; 

extract web data in accordance with the client workflow; 
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format a web data extraction request in at least one format 
to generate the at least one formatted request; 

communicate the at least one formatted request to the at 
least one of the plurality of web data extraction services: 
and 5 

receive a response from the at least one of the plurality of 
web data extraction services that received theat least one 
formatted request. 

16. The medium of claim 15, wherein the information, 
when read by the machine, further causes the machine to: 10 

receive at least one custom workflow component from the 
client device for providing services for custom logic for 
web data extraction; and 

generate the client workflow based on the information 
related to workflow and theat least one custom workflow 15 
component. 

17. The medium of claim 15, wherein the information, 
when read by the machine, further causes the machine to: 

transfer the response received from the at least one of the 
plurality of data extraction services to a distributed grid 20 
for workload processing. 
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