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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Homer A. Woops, a

citizen of the United States, residing at
Indianapolis, in the county of Marion and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Portable Black-
boards and Advertisers, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.
" The object of this invention is to provide
a portable stand having blackboard surfaces
for erasable notices on two opposite sides,
each surmounted by a permanent advertise-
ment, and to provide an all-metal construc-
tion which will be inexpensive to construct,
but strong and rigid in use, and foldable
to greatly reduce dimensions for storage and
transportation. I accomplish the above ob-
ject by the means illustrated, in the accom-
panving drawing, in which— :

Figure 1 is'a perspective view of my in-
vention in operative position. Fig. 2 is a
transverse vertical section of same. Fig. 3
shows the stand in folded position, and Fig.
4 is a detail in section on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 1. - :

Like characters of reference indicate like
parts throughout the several views of the
drawing. .

The stand is supported upon four legs 5
arranged in oblique pairs, the legs of each
pair being parallel with each other, and
formed out of angle bars. The two legs of
each pair are joined together by means of
an upper horizontal red 6 and a lower hori-
zontal rod 7, and the two pairs are united
by being both separately hinged to top side-
plates 8, the hinge connection being by

means of the top rods 6 which are projected -

through suitable holes in the plates 8 on
opposite ends of the stand. The upper and

major portions of the oblique edges of the

plates 8 overlap the adjacent legs 5 but the
lower portions of said plates are slotted to
form tongues 9 which are bent inwardly to

serve as stops to hold the legs apart
« ~obliquely, as shown.

An inverted U-shaped frame 10 is formed
out of angle iron and has the lower ends of
its stems rigidly secured to the plates 8 by a
pair of rivets for each stem. -This forms a

~ spreader to separate the plates 8 and also

BB

a receiving-frame to receive plates 11, pref-
erably of shect-metal, bearing lithographed
advertisements.which it is desired to per-
manently display above the top rods 6 of
the stand. A pair_of plates is-shown be-
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cause only one surface is usually made with

advertising matter and two plates with their
printed surfaces oppositely turned are re-
quired to produce a legible sign as viewed
from either side of the stand-structure.
Thesé plates are held in place against the

inside member of the angle bar from which

the frame 10 is made, by tongues 12 which
are formed out of the material of the outside
member of the angle bar frame and so bent
inwardly against the metal sheets as to im-
pinge and hold them. When it is desired
to remew or change the signs, the plates
previously Leld will be released by suffi-
ciently bending the tongues 12 outward to
allow the plates to be removed by sliding

. them through the open bottom of the frame

10. The plates to take their places are slid
into position by a reverse operation and are
held by hammering the tongues back against
them. As the tongues 12 are not bent very
far in these plate-changing operations many
of such changes can be made without break-
ing the hinges of the tongues.

The area bounded by each oblique pair of
legs 5 and their rods 6 and 7 is covered by a
metal sheet 13, the outer surface of which is
coated with any suitable material for writ-
ing or drawing upon with chalk. The ver-
tical edges of the shect 13 are bent around

the adjacent legs 5 and also around the-

inner edge.of the cutside angle-member of
gaid legs, as shown in Fig. 4. The sheets
13 are preferably bent into shape as above
described before assembly with their legs
and are assembled by a sliding endwise
movement starting from the lower ends of
the legs. When in position of use as shown
in the drawing, the upper and lower edges
of the sheet 18 are bent inwardly, and par-
tially around the respective rods 6 and 7,
thereby retaining a sheet 13 immovably on
its pair of legs 5. The upper and lower
edges of sheet 13 are sufficiently indented
to miss the legs 5 when said edges are in-
turned. ‘

Tie-bars 15 connect the oppositely oblique
adjacent legs 5. One end of each tie-bar
may be pivotally secured to a leg and the
other end of the bar provided with a slot
entering from one edge of the bar to receive
a headed pin 16 in the opposite leg. This
provides a means for releasing the legs from
the tie-bar when it is desired to fold the
stand.

The stand is folded to the position shown
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in Fig. 8 by first releasing the tie-bars 15
and then swinging each pair of legs 5
around their respective rods- 6 until the
blackboard sheets 13 contact with the re-

5 spective edges of frame 10. The leg-pairs

"5 are then parallel with each other instead
of oblique as when in use as a stand, and

the blackboard-coated surfaces of the sheets -

13 are toward the inside where they will be
10 protected, and the lithographed faces of the
plates 11 will be protected by the sheets 13.
~The device is then in its compact and pro-

. tected condition for storage or shipment.
While I have described my invention with

, 15 more or less minuteness as regards details

of construction and arrangement and as be-

ing ‘embodied in certain precise’ forms, T

do not desire to be limited thereto unduly
or any more than is pointed out in the
20 claims. On the contrary, I contemplate all
proper changes in form, construction, and
arrangement, the omission of immaterial

clements, and the substitution of equiva-

lents, as circumstances may suggest or ne-
25 cessity render expedient. -
-1 claim:— - .

1. In a display device, angle bar legs ar-
ranged in. pairs, spaced rods connecting the
legs of each pair, a sheet also connecting the

80 legs of each pair, said sheet having certain
of its edge portions in contact with the outer

faces of said angle bars, and hooked over.

one of the edges thereof, other edge por-

tions of said sheet being bent into engage-

35 ment with said rods, plates to which the two

pairs of legs are hinged at their upper ends

and spacing means connected with and sepa-
rating said plates.

2. In a display device, a pair of top plates

-40 having leg-stops, a frame secured to said

plates and acting as a spreader to keep

them separated, a pair of rods journaled in

the plates, a pair of legs secured to each

"by the legs,

them,
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rod and swingingly adjustable therewith,
material having writing surfaces supported
and tie-bars connecting the two
pairs of legs when the legs. are in contact
with the stops on said top plates. - :

3. In a display device, angle-bar legs in
pairs, each pair being -joined together by a

pair of spaced-apart rods, a pair of top plates

between which said pairs of legs are swing-
ingly secured by the projection of the ends
of one of each” pair of rods through said
plates, a frame connecting and spacing said
plates, means on said plates for limiting
the approach of the two pairs of legs to-
ward each other; tie-bars to hold said legs in
contact with said last means, plates adapted
to stiffen and brace the frame mounted in
said frame,
of legs. .

4. In a display device, a pair of top plates
having leg-stops, an inverted U-shaped bar-
frame secured to said plates and forming a
spreader to keep them separated, a pair of
rods journaled in the plates, a pair of legs
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and sheets connecting each pair °
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secured to ‘each rod, plates removably se-

cured in said frame, and a sheet secured
to each pair of legs. »

5. In a display device, a pair of top plates
having leg-stops, an inverted U-shaped bar
frame secured to said plates and ‘spacing

with surfaces adapted to receive advertising
matter, a pair of rods journaled in the
blates, angle-bar legs in pairs secured to
each rod, a sheet having a writing surface.
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand and seal at Indianapolis, Indiana,
this 14th day of August, A. D. one thou.
sand nine hundred and fourteen.
HOMER A. WOODS. [L.s.]
Witnesses: :
dJ. A. MINTURN,
1. L. Larson.

said frame having stiffening plates.
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