No. 666,649. Patented lan. 29, {901.

H. S. CULVER.
DOCUMENT FILE.

tApplication filed May 24, 1900,
(No Modsel.)




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

"UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

HENRY S. CULVER, OF LONDON, CANADA.

DOCUMENT-FILE.

SFECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 666,649, dated January 29, 1901.
Application filed May 24, 1800, Serial No, 17,858, (o model.)

To allt whom it may COncerm:

Be it known that I, HENRY S. CULVER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Lon-
don, in the Province of Ontario and Domin-
ion of Canada, have invented certain new
and useful Iinprovements in Document-Files,
of which the following is a specification.

My said invention consists in an improved
construction of file for papers and documents
of such character as may be desirable to bind
together for permanent record or convenient
reference when the file has become filled,
whereby such binding may be readily done,
all as will be hereinafter more fully described
and claimed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which are made a part hereof, and on which
similar reference characters indicate similar
parts, Figure 1 is a perspective view of one
of myimproved files of the character intended
to file away checks, vouchers, &e. Fig. 2 is
a eross-section through the same on the dotted
line 2 2 in Fig. 3; Fig. 3, a detail longitudinal
section through one corner, as on the dotted
line 8 3 in Fig. 2; Fig. 4, a perspective view
of the end of the book of checks, vouchers,
&e., after removal from the file and partly
bound; and Fig. 5, a view similar to Fig. 1,
showing a form designed for use in binding
folders of letter size or larger.

In said drawings, the portions marked A
represent the base of the file, B the sliding
base, and C C’ the covers for the papers to be
filed.

The general construction of the file is sub-
stantially the same as that shown in my Pat-
ent No. 646,360, dated March 27, 1900, the
presentinvention beingin the nature of modi-
fications and additions in that structure,
whereby it is made capable of the additional
uses stated.

The stationary base A is provided with the
curved uprights 1 and sliding base B with the
straight uprights 2. Said uprights 2 are
formed hollow or with longitudinal perfora-
tionsfor the purpose to be presently described.
Said sliding base B is mounted to slide on the
base A by meaus of ways and engaging flanges
on said parts, as in said patent, the uprights
1 and 2 being rigidly fixed on their respective
parts, and a catch 3 being provided by which
said parts are locked when in closed position.

As stated, the uprights 2 are formed hollow
and a slot through the wall of each on the ad-
jacent sides of each pair extends from top to
bottom. In Fig. 1 I have shown a serrated
post 9 between said uprights 2, which may be
found desirable to engage a follower or the
front end of the top cover to hold the papers
flat, as more fully described in my patent
above referred to. This is not, however, an
essential feature of this invention.

The lower cover C is a board of the desired
character for the purpose provided with per-
forations adapted to slip over the uprights 2.
In the construetion shown in Fig. 1 thereare
two of such perforations and in that shown
in Fig. 5 four. A binding wire or cord 4 is
attached to the under side of this cover, ex-
tending up through these perforations in po-
sitions to pass into the hollow posts 2 through
the vertical slots when the board is placed
thereon. In practicel find that the mostcon-
venient way is to cut the wire, so thatits ends
will extend up through a pair of perforations
in the board to the desired height, which will
be substantially the height of the posts 2, the
middle portion of said wire resting upon the
under side of said board, as shown in Fig. 2,
The wires are thus strongly attached and are
in position to slide into the slots in the posts
when the board is slid to position. The pa-
pers are then filed on said posts in the usual
manner, the wires being entirely out of the
way unftil a book of the desired thickness has
been made up. - The cover C' is then put in
position. Said cover issubstantially the same
as the lower cover, except that it is provided
with a hinge or flexible portion at 5 in order
that it may be conveniently turned back for
the purpose of examining the book when de-
sired. At its rear end or the edge which will
be the back of the book it is provided with
suitable securing devices, such as studs 6 in
the form of eyelets, as shown, or any other
appropriate form, around which the upper

ends of the binding-wires may be tightly"

drawn and secured, as shown in Fig. 4. A
flap 7, of cloth or other suitable material, is
also preferably provided on the top cover, as
shown, adapted to-be pasted over the end of
the book thus formed to cover the binding-
wires and studs and make a neat finish to
the job. Said flap may be gummed and at-
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tached to said cover C', as shown in Figs. 1,
3, and 4, before the binding is done, or it may
be pasted over the end after the parts have
been bound together by the wires, as will be
readily understood.

In use the papers are filed in the ordinary
manner, the cover C, with the binding-wires
attached, being put in position on the posts 2
first, and the cover C’ being usually used as
a follower. When the book is formed of the
thickness desired, the whole is lifted off the

posts by means of the lower cover, when the
wires will be found projecting through the |

perforations in the top cover. Said ends are
then attached to the studs 6 and the flap 7
pasted over the end, when the binding opera-
tion is completed, and the papers placed in a
condition in which they can be very conven-
iently referred toand permanently preserved.

While I have shown the file with two posts
in Fig. 1, as when designed for usein filing can-
celed checks, vouchers, receipts, &c, and with
four posts in Fig. 5, as when designed for fil-
ingcircularlettersand largesheetdocuments,
it will be understood, of course, that the num-
ber may be varied, as desired, for any charac-
ter of binding to be done, and that in other
details the construction and arrangement of
parts may be changed without departing from
my invention.

Having thus fully described my said inven-

666,649

tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination with a letter-file, of the
posts 2 mounted on a supporting-base and
formed with slots in their sides, the lower
cover C having perforations arranged to pass

- over said posts and carrying binding-wire ex-

tending up through said perforations in posi-
tion to pass into said slots, and the top eover
C' having corresponding perforations for said
posts and devices for the attachment of said

binding-wires, substantially as set forth.

2. In a letter-file, the combination, of the
base, the hollow posts 2 with longitudinal
slots in the adjacent sides of each pair, the
lower cover Chaving perforations adapted to
pass over said posts, a binding-wire with its
ends passing up through said perforations
and its central portion resting against the
under side of said cover between said perfo-
rations, the top cover C' formed with a hinge
5, and having means for the attachment of
said binding-wires, all substantially as set
forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand gnd seal at London, Ontario, Canada,
this 30th day of April, A, D. 1900.

HENRY S. CULVER.

Witnesses:

FrED. F. HARPER,
E. W. M. FLoCK.

[L. 8.]
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