EP 1 494 155 A1

Europaisches Patentamt

European Patent Office

(19) g)

(12)

Office européen des brevets

(43) Date of publication:
05.01.2005 Bulletin 2005/01

(21) Application number: 04103118.8

(22) Date of filing: 01.07.2004

A

(1) EP 1 494 155 A1

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(51) intcl.7. GO6F 17/60

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BEBG CH CY CZ DE DK EEES FI FR GB GR
HU IEIT LI LU MC NL PL PT RO SE SISK TR
Designated Extension States:
ALHRLTLV MK

(30) Pricrity: 01.07.2003 US 609690

(71) Applicant: Accenture Global Services GmbH
8200 Schaffhausen (CH)

(72) Inventors:
* Ostergard, Michael Kirk
30062, Marietta, New York (US)
* Anslinger, Patricia
10022 New York (US)
» Ballow, John J.
11768, Eatons Neck, New York (US)

(74) Representative: Long, Giorgio et al
Jacobacci & Partners S.p.A.,
Via Senato 8
20121 Milano (IT)

(54) Shareholder value tool

(57)  Thepresentinvention provides and system and
related method for automatically examining a compa-
ny's financial data and evaluating factors affecting the
company's stock value. Specifically, the present inven-
tion evaluates a company's spread through that compa-
ny's debt and equity costs. The present invention further
measures returns to investors from company growth, ei-
ther organic growth or growth through Mergers and ac-
quisitions. The present invention may further evaluate
the financial data of other publicly traded companies,
such as those in the same industry, and compares the
various factors affecting stock value. The present inven-
tion also includes a system for determining the return to
investors. The system may be a software-based appli-
cation that collects receives financial data and uses this
information to calculate the return to inventor through
the company's spreads and growth. The systemis con-
nected to a distributed network such as the Internet.

Shareholder

Vaiue
Calcuiation
Method 100
0 .l;;t‘e-n;nine“ ;_-bet;}miné‘- . i Dezermir;; I
Returnon | | Weighted De'erm{ne H I Growih
| . Average Cost Organic i
iInvested Capital £ of Capital S through
. (ROW) o opel ¢ Growm P omeA |
L - ._( . ) ""—‘E . .__‘.__J
» .. ..___' v, B — e ..I v,
210 ! _— . 220 310 o . 320
" Determine " Determine
LSpread l Growth |
I I~
; B S f
200 Determine Total: 300
Retumn 1o
;" Shareholders |
1 RSy |
110 s
Determine :
he Value
Creation |
120 .-
Fig. 1

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1 494 155 A1
Description

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) to U.S. Patent Application 10/609,690 entitled "Share-
holder Value Tool" filed July 1, 2008, which is incorporated herein in its entirety by reference.

Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to a system and method for evaluating the value of a stock and for determining
the factors contributing to this value.

Background of the Invention

[0003] In turbulent financial conditions, it is often difficult to accurately value a publicly traded stock asset. Similarly,
it is difficult to examine the stock prices for two companies and determine the causes for the differences or similarities
in the stock prices.

[0004] As displayed in Tables 1-4, there are numerous known financial measurements that can be used to evaluate
a company's financial performance and health.

TABLE 1:
Liquidity Ratios
RATIO FORMULA PURPOSE OR USE
Current ratio Current Assets Measures short-term debt-paying
Current Liabilities ability
Quick or acid-test ratio Cash, marketable securities, and Measures immediate short-term
receivables (net) liquidity
Current Liabilities
Current cash debt average ratio Net cash provided by operating Measures a company's ability to pay off
activities its current liabilities in a given year out
average current liabilities of its operations

TABLE 2:

Activity Ratios

Receivable Turnover Net Sales Measures liquidity of receivables

Average trade receivables (net)

Inventory Turnover Cost of goods sold Measures overall profitability of assets

average inventory

Asset Turnover Net Sales Measures how efficiently assets are used to generate
sales

Average Total Assets

TABLE 3:
Profitability Ratios
Profit margin on sales Net income Measures net income generated by
each dollar of sales
Net sales

Rate of return on assets Net income Measures overall profitability of
assets

Average total assets
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TABLE 3: (continued)

Profitability Ratios

Rate of return on common stock

equity

dividends

Net income minus preferred

Measures profitability of owners'
investment

equity

Average common stockholders'

Earnings per share

dividends

Net income minus preferred

Measures net income earned on
each share of common stock

weighted shares outstanding

Price earnings ratio

Market Price of Stock

Measures the ratio of the market

Earnings per share

price per share to earnings per share

Payout ratio

Cash Dividends

Measures percentage of earnings

distributed in the form of cash

Total Assets or Equities

Net Income
dividends
TABLE 4:
Coverage Ratios
Debt to Total Assets Total Debt Measures the percentage of total assets

provided by creditors

Times Interest Earned

Income before interest charges and taxes

interest charges

Measures ability to meet interest
payments as they come due

Cash debt coverage ratio

Net cash provided by operating activities

Average total liabilities

Measures a company's ability to repay its
total liabilities in a given year out of its
operations

Book Value per Share

Common Stockholders' Equity

Outstanding Shares

Measures the amount each share would
receive if the company were liquidated

[0005] Of these measures, two metrics commonly used to measure a company's performance are Return on Equity
(as defined in Equation 1) and Return on Assets (as defined in Equation 2). However, as described below, results from
these metrics are frequently misleading.

Net Income

Return on Equity = Shareholders Equity (Ea- 1)
Return On Assets = Yt Income (Eq. 2)
Assets '

However, it is often difficult to make meaningful comparisons of companies when using the above-described metrics
in Tables 1-4, such as Returns on Assets and Equity, because of limitations in Generally Accepted Accounting Principles
(GAAP) and international differences in accounting practices. For instance, Net Income, as used in Equations 1 and
2, is highly dependent on the accounting quality of earning measurements in that Net Income tries to capture non-
operating income and expense and is, therefore, subject to companies attempting to manage earnings reports. There
is also a wide disparity in the calculation of Net Income from one country to another. Furthermore, Net Income may be
misleading because companies that have been highly acquisitive tend to have higher non-cash charges (e.g., amor-
tization) that artificially result in lower new income. In the same way, the Assets and Equity values used in Equations
1 and 2 may vary because of international differences that create a wide disparity in how assets are recorded from
country to country. Also, the Assets and Equity quantities may be misleading because of accounting anomalies, such
as an acquisition in which a seller may sell fully depreciated assets [thereby having no accounting value to the seller]
but a buyer may record assets equal to fair value at the time of purchase [thereby being a positive value in the buyer's
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accounting). Similar problems also exist with the other known measures of business performance because of GAAP
limitations and international differences in accounting practices.

[0006] To assist the public in valuing a company and thus valuing that company's stock, publicly traded companies
may be legally required to provide various accounting and financial disclosures. For instance, most publicly traded
companies in the United States are required to submit financial disclosure data to the United States Securities and
Exchange Committee, which publishes this information online to the public. Specifically, the SEC requires all publicly
traded companies (except certain foreign companies and companies with less than $10 million in assets and fewer
than 500 shareholders) to file registration statements, petiodic reports, and other forms electronically through the Elec-
tronic Data Gathering, Analysis and Retrieval (EDGAR) database. Anyone can access and download this information
for free. For more information on EDGAR, please refer to http://www.sec.gov/ edgar.shtm!.

[0007] However, since statutes and regulations require a large number of filings from a large number of entities, the
EDGAR database has grown to enormous proportions. As a result of the size of the EDGAR database and as a con-
sequence of inconsistencies with respect to how different entities report similar matters, it is inherently difficult to analyze
the EDGAR data in a meaningful way. Basic text searches can be performed, but meaningful data reduction is sub-
stantially hampered by inconsistencies and by the variety of reporting forms used to report similar information.
[0008] Financial data on many publicly traded companies is also available for a fee through commercial services
such as Standard and Poor's Compustat database at www.Compustat.com or Thomsen Financial's Global Access
database at www.Primark.com. Many companies also publicly disclose various financial data to potential investors.
However, as with the information on the EDGAR website, this information is difficult to comprehend without processing
that requires a high level of skill and is typically time consuming, expensive, and labor intensive.

[0009] Much like investors, a company often faces difficulty and expense in analyzing its own stock performance.
From the standpoint of businesses, it is also helpful to analyze stock performance to determine various value drivers
(e.g., net sales, gross sales, profitability, market share, research and development expenditures, labor force size, cash
holdings, fixed costs. debt load, manufacturing capacity, assets allocation, efc.) affecting stock values. By analyzing
the performance of its stock and comparing this performance to the stock performance of competing businesses, a
company may form a course of action that fosters value drivers that benefit stock vaiue while minimizing the effect of
value drivers deflating stock values.

Summary of the Invention

[0010] In response to these and other needs, the present invention provides and system and related methed for
automatically examining a company's financial data and evaluating factors affecting the company's stock value. Spe-
cifically, the present invention evaluates a company's spread through that company's debt and equity costs. The present
invention further measures returns to investors from company growth, either organic growth or growth through mergers
and acquisitions.

[0011] In a preferred embodiment, the present invention further evaluates the financial data of other publicly traded
companies, such as those in the same industry, and compares the various factors affecting stock value.

[0012] In another embodiment, the present invention inciudes a system for determining the return to investors. In
one embodiment, the system is a software-based application that collects or receives financial data and uses this
information to calculate the return to inventors through the company's spreads and growth. In a particular implemen-
tation, the system is connected to a distributed network such as the Internet to automatically receive data and to use
this data in calculating the retumn to investors.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0013] A more complete understanding of the present invention and advantages thereof may be acquired by referring
to the following description taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which like reference numbers
indicate like features, and wherein:

FiIG. 1 illustrates ashareholder value calculation method in accordance with embodiments of the present invention;
FIGS. 2-3 depict various aspects of a company's financial statement, as used in the shareholder value calculation
method of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 4-7 depict substeps in the sharehoider value calculation method of FIG. 1 in accordance with embodiments
of the present invention;

FIGS. 8-9 schematically depicts a shareholder value tool for imptementing the steps of the shareholder value
calculation method of FIG. 1 in accordance with embodiments of the present invention; and

FIG. 10 depicts an exemplary output graph summarizing the findings of the shareholder value calculation method
of FIG. 1.
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Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments

[0014] As depicted in FIG. 1., the present invention provides a shareholder value calculation method 100 for auto-
matically evaluating various factors contributing to the value of a company's publicly traded stock. Shareholder value
creation determined in step 120 is computed using a total return to shareholders {TRS) calculated in step 110, which
is driven by both spread and growth, as determined in steps 130 and 140, respectively. The steps in the shareholder
value calculation method 100 are described in greater detail below.

[0015] The various calculations in the shareholder value calculation method 100 generally look to information in a
company's financial statement. Financial statements generally consist of a balance sheet, income statement, cash
flow statement, and notes to the financial statements. Core Financial Statements contents include: Balance Sheet;
Income Statement; Cash Flow Statement; and Notes to the Financial Statements.

[0016] A Balance Sheet is a snapshot at one point in time in the life of a business. The balance sheet represents
the financial state 10 of the company at that point in time, as graphically depicted in FIG. 2. The left side of the financial
state 10 represents the company's various assets, including:

Current Assets such as Cash, Short-term investments (debt and equity securities), Accounts receivable, Inventory,
and Prepaid accounts;

Long-term Investments including debt and equity securities, and Investments in non-consolidated subsidiaries;
Property, Plant & Equipment such as Land, Machinery & Equipment, Furniture & Fixtures, and Accumulated de-
preciation; and

Intangibles assets such as Patents, Goodwill, Franchises, and Trademarks.

Conversely, the rights side of the financial state 10 represents the company's various liabilities, including

Current Liabilities such as Accounts payable, Deferred revenues, Current-portion of long-term debt, and Income
taxes payable;

Long-term Liabilities including Pension liabilities, Bonds payable, Notes payable, Deferred tax liability; and

Shareholders' Equity including Common stock (at par), Additional paid-in capital, Preferred stock, and Retained
earnings.

Continuing with the financial statement, it generally includes an income statement (graphically depicted as income
statement 20 in FIG. 3) that shows the income generated and the costs incurred over a period of time, such as a
financial year. As depicted in FIG. 3, aspects of the income statement 20 include:

Cash and credit sales;

the Cost of Goods Sold including costs for raw materials, Direct labor, Factory overhead (including production
depreciation),and Freight-in;

Selling, General, and Administrative costs such as Non-production salaries (marketing, sales, accounting, etc.),
and Amortization;

Miscellaneous costs such as freight-out, Advertising/marketing expenses, and Non-production depreciation;
Non-operating expenses including Income/Expense and Gain/loss associated with sale of assets other than in-
ventory Gains/losses associated with non-operating activities;

Interest Expenses such as Interest on debt payable and Interest on capital lease obligations; and

Income Tax Expense including deferred tax expense and Income tax expense.

Another aspect of the company's financial statement is a Cashflow Statement (not illustrated) that is simply a statement
of all the cash received or paid during the year. The Cashflow Statement includes various data including:

Changes in Cash and Cash Equivalents for the Period describing Cash Flows from Operating Activities, Investing
Activities, and Financing Activities adjusted for Cash Outflows;

Net cash provided by operating activities such as Net income, Depreciation and amortization, Deferred income
taxes, Equity income or loss, net of dividends, Foreign currency adjustments, Gains on sales of assets, and Net
change in operating assets and liabilities;

Net cash used in investing activities such as Acquisitions and investments, purchases of investments and other
assets, proceeds from disposals of investments and other assets, Purchases of property, plant and equipment,
and Proceeds from disposals of property, plant and equipment;

Financing Activities such as Issuances of debt, Payments of debt, Issuances of stock, Purchases of stock for
treasury, and Dividends;

The Effect of Exchange Rate Changes on Cash and Cash Equivalents; and

Cash and Cash Equivalents Balance at end of year, specifically, Net increase (decrease) during the year, and
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Balance at beginning of the year.

[0017] Another integral part of the company's financial statement is a section of Notes to the Accounts where all the
small print is found. The Notes to the Accounts contain valuable information on the following:

Accounting conventions used;

Fair value of assets (marketable securities, fixed assets, equity investments, intangible assets);
Details of fiabilities (type and term of debt);

Segment data (geographic, product, divisional);

Details of shares and new issuance;

Details of pension liabilities;

Details of Employee Stock Option Plans (ESOP's);

and

Off-balance sheet liabilities (leases, derivatives).

Returning now to FIG. 1, the shareholder value calculation method 100 includes the steps of caiculating spread in step
200 and the calculation of growth in step 300. The calculation of spread in step 200 addresses value through the
business operations of the company whereas the calculation of growth in step 300 addresses changes in the value of
the company through changes in its size and structure.

ROIC

[0018] As depicted in FIG. 1, the determination of spread in step 200 includes the calculation of a return on invested
capital (ROIC) in step 210 and a weighted average cost of capital (WACC) in step 220. The ROIC value captures the
return on the invesiment provided by the company's investors (debt and equity investors). ROIC is defined in Eq. 3:

NOPLAT

ROIC = rested Capital (Ea. 3)
[0018] In Equation 3, Invested Capital represents capital provided by debt and equity investors. Invested capital is
money invested to derive a company’s operating profits. Continuing with Equation 3, net operating profit less adjusted
taxes (NOPLAT) is the total operating profits for a business with adjustments made for taxes. Thus, NOPLAT measures
the total cash availabie for distribution to financial capital contributors.

[0020] The company's invested capital is needed to determine ROIC in step 210 using Equation 3. In theory, debt
and equity investors are the only group that demands a return from the company's operations. The debt investor invests
capital as reflected by the amount of a note. The amount owed to debt investors is reflected on a company's balance
sheet as the current maturities of long-term debt, long-term debt, and capitalized leases. The debt investor has an
expected return of interest on the outstanding obligation of the company. An equity investor may provide an initial
investment that appears on a company's balance sheet as common stock, additional paid-in-capital, or as preferred
stock. Conversely, an equity investor may provide earnings from an initial investment to be reinvested in operations,
and these reinvested earnings appear on a company's balance sheet as retained earnings. In exchange for the initial
investment and the reinvested earnings, the equity investor expects to receive capital appreciation plus dividends.
[0021] Invested capital may be determined using Equation 4A or 4B:

Invested Capital = Working Capital
+ Fixed Assets (Eg.42),

or
Invested Capital = Debt + Equity (Eq.4B)

where working capital equals current assets minus current liabilities.

[0022] The calculation of invested capital preferably includes a consideration of "quasi-debt" and "quasi-equity." The
term quasi-debt is used herein to refer to money that a company has borrowed to fund retirement-related liabilities,
and the quasi-debt effects investors' interests because of the negative future returns associated with the cost of the
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debt. The quasi-debt is generally included in "other long-term liabilities" or another similar entry in a company's balance
sheet. The term quasi-equity, as used herein, refers to deferred income taxes. The quasi-equity should be included in
the calculation of invested capital because it may produce a return to shareholders in the form of capital.

[0023] To calculate invested capital using either Equations 4A or 4B, the company's balance sheet may be organized
to see how much capital is invested in the company by equity and debt investors and how much of the capital has been
invested in operating activities and other non-operating activities. Invested capital may thus be calculated in two ways
- either identifying where the capital is invested (essentially Working Capital + Fixed Assets) or identifying the sources
for the capital (essentially Equity + Debt + other).

[0024] More specifically, the identifying of where the capital is invested begins by determining net operating working
capital. The determining of net operating working capital generally includes calculating the difference between operating
current assets and operating current liabilities. The operating working capital is added to (1) net property, plant and
equipment and (2) other assets net of other liabilities to calculate operating invested capital. Then, the operating in-
vested capital may be summed together with goodwill and cumulative goodwill written off (which is typicalty not available
from publicly available data) to calculate operating invested capital afier goodwill. The operating invested capital after
goodwill is then added to excess marketable securities and non-operating assets to calculate total investor funds.
[0025] Alternatively, invested capital may be calculated by identifying the sources for the capital. Specifically, adjusted
equity is calculated by adding equity, cumulative written off goodwill, and deferred income taxes (i.e., quasi assets).
The adjusted equity is then summed with debt and retirement related liabilities (i.e., quasi debt) to calcuiate total investor
funds. It should be appreciated that the amount of invested capital determined through either identifying of where the
capital is invested identifying the sources for the capital should be the same.

[0026] Referring back to Equation 3, the next task in determining the ROIC in step 210 is to calculate a company's
NOPLAT. As described above, NOPLAT represents the residual return earned by the debt and equity holders after
other stakeholders are paid in the operation of the business. Generally, NOPLAT may be calculated using Equation 5,

NOPLAT = EBITA - Cash Taxes (EQ.5)

where EBITA (Earnings Before interest, Taxes, and Amortization) is typically calculated by looking to the company's
revenue, adjusted for the cost of goods/services (such as wages and material costs associated with producing the
good/service and any depression) and other expenses including selling, general, and administrative costs (such as
other wages, commissions, and fees).

[0027] Continuing with Equation 5, the next task in calculating NOPLAT is to calculate the cash taxes paid on the
EBITA. Generally, the cash taxes are calculated using GAAP income taxes adjusted for reverse deferred taxes. The
reverse deferred taxes represents tax liabilities that are recognized for accounting purposes, but not for tax purposes.
The cash taxes may be further adjusted for any lost interest expense deduction to determine the cash taxes on the
EBITA.

[0028] After determining EBITA and Cash Taxes on the EBITA, NOPLAT may then calculated by subtracting the cash
taxes on EBITA from EBITA.

[0029] As with invented capital, NOPLAT may be determined in two ways, either adjusting from revenues ("top down")
or adding back to net income ("botton up"). Either method may be used and both may be done to ensure that the
calculations of NOPLAT are performed correctly. Thus, in the top down method,

NOPLAT = Reported EBITA
- Taxes on EBITA
+ Increase in Deferred Taxes (Eqg.

6)

where the reported EBITA is the total revenues adjusted for the Cost of goods sold; selling, general and administration
expenses; depreciation expense; and other operating expenses. In the top down method, a company's Net Income is
summed with any increases in deferred taxes, goodwill amortization, any extraordinary accounting items (also called
special items after taxes or after tax items), and minority interest income to calculate an Adjusted Net [ncome for that
company. Then, the Adjusted Net Income is summed with any interest expenses after tax to determine the company's
Total Income Available to Investors. NOPLAT may then be calculated by subtracting Interest income after-tax and Non-
operating income after-tax from the Total Income Available to Investors.

[0030] After calculating NOPLAT and Invested Capital, the ROIC may be calculated as the ratio of NOPLAT to In-
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vested Capital, as provided above in Equation 3. Thus, using the methods described above for calculating NOPLAT,
a company's ROIC for a time period of interest may be calculated using the invested capital at the end of that period
or by using the average invested capital during that period.

[0031] It should be appreciated that ROIC can be disaggregated into smaller components that provide more insight
into the performance of the asset under review. This disaggregation process can continue to levels with more and more
actionable components. Forinstance, by substituting Equation 6 into Equation 3, ROIC may be redefined as suggested
Equation 7.

EBITA

ROIC = InvestedCapital

(1 - cash tax rate) (Eq.7)

ROIC may be further decomposed through simple manipulation of Equation 7 using the algebraic equality contained
in Equation 8:.

EBITA _ EBITA Revenue

invested Capital ~ Revenue ~ Invested Capital (Ea8)
Equation 8 may be substituted into Equation 7 to produce Equation 7"
EBITA Revenue
ROIC = X - x(1— cash tax rate) (Eq.
Revenue Invested Capital

77)

In Equation 7', the ratio of EBITA to Revenue represents a company's operating margin and the ratio of Revenue to
Invested Capital represents that company's capital utilization.

[0032] As depictedin FIG. 4, the component values used to calculate ROIC may be visually displayed in a tree format
to gain insight concerning a company's value levers. Specifically, FIG. 4 depicts various inputs 410 that may be used
to calculate operating margin 420 and capital utilization 430. The operating margin 420 and capital utilization 430 are
then summed to determine pretax ROIC 440, which is adjusted by a tax rate on EBITA 450 to calculate actual ROIC 460.

WACC

[0033] Returning now to FIG. 1, the calculation of the company's Spread in step 200 continues with the calculation
of the Weighted Average Cost of Capital (WACC) in step 220. The WACC of an asset represents the opportunity cost
of investors for putting their money into the asset. It is the sum of the cost of debt holders and the cost of equity holders,
each weighted by their share of the overall value of the asset. Thus, WACC may be calculated using Equation 9:

WACC = weighted cost of debt +

weighted cost of equity (Eq.9)
[0034] The weighted cost of debt (WCD) in Equation 9 may be calculated using Equation 10:
WCD =K, * (1-t) * D/(D+E) (Eq.10)

where

Ky is the cost of debt,
tis the tax rate on the debt,
D is the market value of the debt, and
E is the market value of the equity.
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[0035] In Equation 10, the product of Kgand (1-t) represents the after tax cost for the debt, and the ratio of the market
value of the debt to the cost of the total debt and equity [D/(D+E)] represents the weighting factor for the debt. In the
same way, the weighted cost for equity (WCE) may be calculated using Equation 11:

WCE =K, * E/(D+E) (Eq. 11)

where K, is the cost of equity, and the ratio of the market value of the equity to the market of the total debt and equity
[E/(D+E)] is the weighting factor for the equity.

[0036] In most cases, the cost of capital for debt (Ky) is simply the yield to maturity of the bond at current market
prices, adjusted for taxes, and K is by definition the marginal rate for a specific time period. The actual marginal rates
for each time period may be hard to determine, so the cost of debt Ky may be estimated by the company's yield to
maturity on long-term debt, such as the cost for 5 to 10 year debt. This type of information is readily available for most
publicly traded companies. Similarly, the tax rate t, representing current or expected marginal tax rate for the debt
holder, may be estimated using the company's current or expected marginal tax rate, which may be easily estimated
or calculated using publicly available information.

[0037] Inthe absence of publicly traded debt, the cost of debt Ky can be determined by using the company's credit
ratings. For instance, the cost of debt can be estimated by approximating a credit rating based on financial ratios such
as debt/capital and times interest earned.

[0038] The other portion of WACC, the cost of equity K,, may be calculated using the capital asset pricing model
(CAPM). The capital asset pricing model postulates that the investors set their opportunity cost of capital equal to the
returns on risk-free securities, plus a premium for the systematic risk of the individual stock. In particular, the cost of
equity K, may be calculated as provided in Equation 12:

Ke=T+{rm - "B (Eq. 12)

where

Ke is the opportunity cost of capital for investors in this asset;

i is the risk-free rate of return available to all investors;

rm Is the historic market risk premium required to compensate investors for the additional risks associated with
equity ownership; and

B is the factor by which a given stock's returns differ from the returns of the market portfolio.

The CAPM says that there is a linear relationship between the cost of equity and the riskiness of the assets, as rep-
resented by the B value. The B value is the standardized measure for co-variance of stock returns with aggregate
market return. A stock having a high B value tends to have exaggerated responses to moves by the market, while a
low B stock tends to have muted responses.

[0039] The risk-free rate {r;) represents the yield-to-maturity on long-term government bonds. For each year's cash
flow, ryis the return on riskless assets of corresponding duration. Thus, r; may be difficult to determine since each year's
cash flow has a different discount rate. The risk-free rate yield may be estimated using the maturity on iong-term
government bonds (in currency of cash flows) for all years of interest. If using the maturity on long-term government
bonds during the years of interest causes a material impact due to an undesirably steep yield curve or an unusual cash
flow pattern, separate discount rates for each year may be used in the alternative.

[0040] Continuing with Equation 12, the market risk premium (r,,,) may be determined by the forward-looking expected
market premium, as tailored to local markets. However, r_ is an area of intense debate between academics, bankers
and consultants. Estimates for r,, may vary greatly depending, for instance, on the mean used, the time period exam-
ined, and whether r,, is evaluated backwards or forwards. For simplicity, r,, may be estimating as 5% for all developed
markets. This estimate for r,,, corresponds with historical average returns.

[0041] Continuing with Equation 12, the B value for a publicly traded company, a private company, or a business
group is a forwarding looking B value reflecting company-specific volatility. Thus, predicted B values are generally
preferred over historical B values, but B calculations from different sources can vary significantly. in particular, a p value
for a publicly traded company is available through various resources. For instance, Barra®, Inc. of Berkeley, CA pub-
lishes a listing of B values for companies in various industries, and this listing may be used to define a p value for the
company as described above. The f§ values published by BARRA are calculated using the past price behavior of the
stock and market over the past five years and are calculated relative to the local portion of the Financial Time Actuaries
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World Index. For more information, please see www.Barra.com. Other organizations publishing B values for publicly
traded companies include Bloomberg, Standard & Poor's, and Valueline.

[0042] The B value for the publicly traded company beta may be located through cne of the commercial listings and
used unless the B value is substantively different from peer group values. In particular, if the p value is substantially
different from a f value for the relevant industry, then the industry B value should be used in Equation 12 unless a clear
rationale exist for the difference in the company's B value. In selecting related companies in the relevant industry for
comparison, each company included in a diagnostic should adhere to a logica! rational and set of criteria.

[0043] With a business unit or private company, the B values may be taken from related publicly traded organizations
with similar capital structures. More specifically, when valuing a division or a non-publicly traded company, the p value
for Business Unit/Private Company may be determined using a p value calculating method 500 provided in FIG. 5. In
the B value calculating method 500, the first step 510 is to identify listed companies that operate in the same field and
to determine the B value for these related businesses. An initial estimate of a p value for the Business Unit/Private
Company is calculated by averaging or otherwise combining the unlevered B values of the related companies. Next,
in step 520, the financing structure of the Business Unit/Private Company is evaluated using known techniques to
estimate the effect of the financing structure on the B value, as described in greater detail below. Consequently, a
relevered B value for the Business Unit/Private Company is formed in step 530 by adding in any impact of the financing
structure.

[0044] As described above, the B value calculating method 500 includes adjusting the B value in step 520 for the
capital structure of the company of interest, since B values tend to increase as companies become more highly lever-
aged. To reflect this relationship between leverage and B value, Equation 13 may be used to modify reference p value
(s) according to the company's debt-to-equity ratio.

BU: BL D (Eq. 13)
[1+(1—Tc)*—E—]

[0045] Where:

Bu=  beta without leverage;

B_=  beta with leverage;

Tec = the corporate marginal tax rate;

and

D/E = the debt-to-equity ratio based on market values.

[0046] In evaluating capital structures, it may be helpful to think in terms of choosing a “target” capital structure based
on market weights of invested capital. The use of a target capital structure may be advantageous because a current
capital structure may not reflect a long-term capital structure that is expected to persist. In this case, market weights
of debt and equity may be used to reflect the true economic claims of investors. A Target Capital Structure Development
process 600 for developing a Target Capital Structure is provided in FIG. 6 and includes estimating a current capital
structure in step 610, reviewing comparable businesses in step 620; and reviewing management approach in step
£30. Estimating a current capital structure in step 610 may include identifying financing associated with business of
interest, converting these financing values to market values, and then calculating a market-based capital structure.
Likewise, the reviewing of comparable businesses in step 620 includes the identifying of financing values for compa-
rable businesses, converting these financing values to market values, and then calculating a market-based - =pital
structure. The reviewing of the management approach in step 630 includes understanding the financial structure .-gets
for the business of interest.

Example:
[0047] In this example, a company has the following financial numbers:

PL= 79
Th= 40%
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= $2,781 Mill.
= $747 Mill.
Re = 4.93%
Ru-Re= 5%
Ko = 7.2%

For the company in the analysis, the B value is preferably unievered using Equation 13, as described above. Thus, the
company has

>
<
I

B1/[1+(1-Tgr) *D/E]
L79/114+ (1 - 40%)*(747/2781) 1]
= .68.

[0048] As described above, the unlevered beta values B, should generally fali close to the industry average (within
a range of +/- .25). Unexplained outliers should be adjusted to the industry average to account for measurement errors
in calculating betas. For instance, if the industry for the company in this example has an average By, of .35, the difference
between the two By values exceeds the.25. Accordingly, the cost of equity should be recalculated using the industry
average B, value (ﬁu(lndusw)). Returning again to the application of Equation 12 in this example and using the industry
average By, value (BU(,ndustry)),

Bu = By(zngustry)/ [1+(1-Tr) *D/E)
= .35/[1+(1 - 40%)*(747/2781)]
= .41

Once the B value for the company is relevered, a revised WACC may be calculated as follows. First the Weighted Cost
of Debt is determined using Equation 10.

Weighted Cost of Debt = Kp * (1 - Tg)[D/(D+E)]
= 7% * (1 - 40%) (747/3528)

I
O
o°

Likewise, the Weighted Cost of Equity may be determined using Equations 11 and 12.

WCE = [Rg + (Rw - Rg) * B] * [E/ (D+E)]
= [4.93% + (5%) (.41) ] * (2781/3528)
= 7.0% * 78.8%

5.5%

Thus, the WACC for the company in this example is the sum of the Weighted Cost of Debt and the Weighted Cost of
equity, or 8.4%.

Equipment Leases

[0049] Operating leases may require special treatment in the calculation of both ROIC and WACC in steps 210 and
220. Forinstance, a company may have the option of leasing or purchasing equipment. In substance, operating leases
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represent a type of financing similar to long-term debt. In application, leases are treated very differently from debt in
the financial statements. For instance, a company may assume long-term debt to pay for purchased equipment. Using
the shareholder value calculation method 100 described above, companies that lease would have much higher ROIC.
Accordingly, a preferred embodiment of the present invention makes an adjustment to prevent manipulation of the
ROIC values through accounting decisions. Specifically, operating leases may be adjusted on the financial statements
to treat the leases as debt and fixed assets by decreasing COGS (Cost of Goods Sold) in the income statement by
the amount paid on the lease and increasing the PP&E (Property, Plant, and Equipment) and Debt values inthe balance
sheet by the next year's lease payment divided by the cost of debt (Kj).

Retirement Liabilities

[0050] Retirement liabilities may also require special treatment in the calculation of both ROIC and WACC in steps
210 and 200. Retirement Liabilities represent two types of costs, Financial Accounting Standard (FAS) 87 liabilities for
unfunded pension liabilities and FAS 106 liabilities for unfunded post-retirement benefits other than pensions. According
to standard accounting conventions, unfunded retirement liabilities are treated very differently from debt in the financial
statement even though the unfunded retirement liabilities represent a type of financing similar to long-term debt. As a
result, companies with unfounded retirement liabilities would have understated NOPLAT and Invested Capital, thereby
altering the final return on investment for shareholders as calculated through shareholder value calculation method
100. In the income statement, the retirement liabilities would cause increases or decreases in Liability as reflected in
operating expense. Similarly, retirement liabilities included on a balance sheet as a long-term liabilities reduce Invested
Capital on a "where to" and a "where from” basis. Thus, a preferred implementation of the present invention adjusts
for retirement liabilities in financial statements by treating the retirement liabilities as debt. Specifically the SG&A
{Selling, General, & Administrative Expenses) in the Income Statement is reduced by the product of the Liakt ity Amount
and the Cost of Debt. For the calculation of NOPLAT in step 210, an implied interest expense is estimated on the
liability for the year, and a portion of operating expenses equal to this amount is reclassified as interest expense.
Similarly, the Balance Sheet may be modified by reducing the other long-term liabilities by the Liability Amount and
conversely increasing the debt by the Liability Amount.

Growth

[0051] Returning now to FIG. 1, the shareholder value calculation method 100 further includes the calculation of the
change in the value of the company caused by growth in step 300, both organic growth measured in step 310 and
growth through mergers and acquisitions (M&A) calculated in step 320. Turning now to FIG. 7, the calculation of organic
growth in step 310 generally uses current/future value analysis in step 311 and measurement of implied growth in
perpetuity in step 312, The calculation of M&A growth in step 320 uses a strategic control map to examine the growth
in step 321 and distinguishes acquirer and non-acquirer sirategies in step 322.

[0052] The calculation of organic growth is step 310 uses an analysis of the current and future value of the company
to breakdown the market value of a firm into a current operations value and a future value of investments. In particular,
the present invention looks to the value of the company and identifies the value of current operations. The difference
between the current value of the company and the value of current operations represents the expected future growth
value, as specified in Equation 14.

Expected (Growth) = Enterprise Value -

Value of Current Operations (Eq. 14)

In Equation 14, the Enterprise Value represents the value of the enterprise, which is typically reflected as the market
value of debt and equity (the market value of debt plus the market capitalization of common and preferred shares).
The value of current operations reflects the value of the current operations in perpetuity. Typically, the value of current
operations is calculated by showing current NOPLAT in perpetuity, as represented by the ratio of NOPLAT to WACC.
Thus, the future value determined in Equation 14 represents the markets' expectation regarding the ability to sustain
current NOPLAT in perpetuity.

[0053] Returning to FIG. 7, the determining of organic growth in step 310 continues with a measurement of implied
growth in perpetuity in step 312. By analyzing long-term expectations about growth implied in a company's stock price,
companies with potential growth chalienges may be identified. The implied growth represents investors' expectations
of future cash flows in perpetuity. The measurement of implied growth in perpetuity begins with a determination of the
enterprise value of the firm (market debt plus equity), which reflects the market's current value assessment of the
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company. The enterprise value of the firm is a readily available figure that is available through the share price. Next,
the measurement of implied growth in perpetuity continues with a forecast of free cash flow based on consensus analyst
opinions. In particular, free cash flow may be estimated for a future period, such as the next five years, based on
analysts’ forecasts. The measurement of implied growth in perpetuity continues by discounting the above-described
free cash flow forecasts to determine how much of the current enterprise value is reflected in the markets estimate of
free cash flow for the forecasted period, such as the next five years. The present value of the free cash flow estimate
for the prediction period may then be subtracted from the enterprise value to calculate the continuing value of the
business. The continuing value is then undiscounted to determine its present value. For instance, the continuing value
of the business may be divided by [1/(1 + WACC)]", where n represents the number of periods of prediction.

[0054] Equation 15 represents the relationship between the continuing value (CV) and growth rate g:

OIC
WACC-g

NOPLAT(I- g }
R

Continuing Value = (Eq. 15)

Using simple algebra, Equation 15 may be modified to solve for g in the below described process:

CV = [NOPLAT(1-g/ROIC)]/ (WACC-g) (Eq.
15)
= [NOPLAT[1-g(1/ROIC)]]/ (WACC-q)
= [NOPLAT (1) - (NOPLAT) (g) (1/ROIC) ]/ (WACC
—-q)
CV(WACC-g) = NOPLAT- (NOPLAT) (g) (1/ROIC)

CV (WACC) -CV (g)

NOPLAT- (NOPLAT) (g) (1/ROIC)

-CV{g) NOPLAT- (NOPLAT) (g) (1/ROIC) —-CV (WACC)

-CV(g) + NOPLAT(g) (1/ROIC)

NOPLAT - CV (WACC)

-g(CV — NOPLAT (1/ROIC))

NOPLAT - CV(WACC)

-g(CV - NOPLAT/ROIC) NOPLAT - CV (WACC)

~g = [NOPLAT-CV (WACC) ]/ [CV-NOPLAT/ROIC) ]

Thus, g may be defined as indicated in following Equation 15':
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_ NOPLAT - (CV * WACC) ' .
9= v . NOPLAT (Ea. 189
ROIC

The calculation of a value for G using Equation 15' may be further simplified by making several assumption such as:

NOPLAT =  the value for NOPLAT in year after the cash flow predictions (typically year 6 after a five year prediction);

CV = undiscounted continuing value calculated previously
WACC = WACC as of year 0 of the evaluation; and
ROIC = WACC plus a premium, such as 1%.

Please note that the ROIC premium above WACC is largely dependent on the industry. Commodity-based industries
will typically experience industry retums equal to WACC in perpetuity, while industries with high barriers to entry (such
as pharmaceuticals) may have a premium above WACC of 2%)}).

{o055] Inthe absence of free cash flow estimates, g can be solved using Earnings per Share (EPS) estimates, as
embodied in Equation 16:

g = [NI - (CV) (COE)/[CV-(N/ROE)} (Eq. 16)
Where
NI = Net Income after the period of cash flow predictions;
CV-= undiscounted continuing value calculated previously;
COE = K, as of year 0 from the WACC calculation; and
ROE = COE plus a premium, such as 1%, as described above.

[0056] A negative value for Current Operations may warrant further study of historical trends in NOPLAT or may
suggest exceptional changes in deferred taxes. In the same way, Growth cannot be greater than WACC in the Con-
tinuing Value calculation of step 312, as described in greater detail below.

[0057] Without discerning between M&A growth and organic growth, revenue growth for some companies may seem
exceptional because M&A activity may greatly affect the ROIC values for a company. Thus, revenue associated with
acquired or divested units should be incorporated in an analysis of organic revenue growth. Typical adjustments may
include subtracting acquisition revenues in the year purchased and all subsequent years; adding back divested revenue
in the year of the divestiture and all subsequent years; or calculating Compound Annual Growth Rate (discussed below)
using final revenue divided by the sum of companies revenue at the beginning of the period. Possible additional ad-
justments include discounting acquisition revenues by 5-10% to account for revenue dis-synergies outside of manage-
ment control, pro-rating revenue adjustments in the first year based upon the timing of the transaction; or checking
company news archives to ensure a complete transaction list is obtained. Generally, adjustments should not be made
for carve-outs or stock purchases in subsidiaries where revenues consolidated in the company's financial reports do
not change.

[0058] Returning to step 320, the growth of a company's value attributed through mergers and acquisitions may use
a Strategic Control Map in step 321. A strategic control map graphically illustrates shows how M&A activity has affected
a relevant industry's overall structure, as well as the relative position of members of that industry. The Strategic Control
Map generally compares the performance of companies (e.g., as embodied by market-to-book values ratios or the
market values) to the size or book values of the companies.

[0059] The industry may then be divided into categories, such as Niche/Specialist businesses that are small but have
high performance, Leaders that are large and perform will, Targets that are small and do not perform well, and Lum-
bering Giants that are large but do not perform well. In general, the Niche/Specialist businesses have high returns from
small amounts of invested capital;, compete in niche/value added segments; typically are not acquisition targets by
virlue of market value; face challenges to grow given their niche orientation; and may become attractive targets for
acquisition if their market value declines because of their unique capabilities. In contrast, the marker leaders usually
have high returns from large amount of invested capital; compete in broad segments; typically offer significant acqui-
sition opportunities by virtue of market multiples; utilize scale effectively; but may face challenges to identify value-
creating growth opportunities given their large size. Target companies have fow returns from small amount of invested
capital; typically have domestic competitors in global industries; are vulnerable to competitors that can generate higher
returns on the same asset base; and face challenges to improve operations or be taken out. Lumbering giants having
large size but poor performance have low returns from large amount of invested capital; have an inability to leverage
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scale; despite low market value, are typically not popular targets for acquisitions because of their large sizes helps to
deter purchasers; and face the challenge of correcting for under performing operations to generate greater returns on
invested capital.

[0060] Continuing with step 320, to determine growth from M&A, the company is assessed using acquirer and non-
Acquirer strategies in step 322. As described above, unadjusted calculations incorrectly show high growth rates for
acquisitive companies but adjusting for M&A activity reveals a clearer picture of organic growth. Return to Shareholder
performance of acquisitive and non-acquisitive competitors may be compared using the above-described techniques
to highlight the relative importance of M&A. For instance, active acquirers' Total Return to Shareholders may be com-
pared to Competitors in related industries.

[0061] Absolute growth for a company of interest is provided in Equation 17:

Ending Stock Price + Accumulated Dividends |
Beginning Stock Price

Absolute Growth =

-1 (Eq.
17)

The absolute growth rate may then be modified, as shown in Equation 18, to calculate the Compound Annual Growth
Rate (CAGR)

1

Ending Stock Price + Accumulated Dividends )“ -1
Beginning Stock Price

CAGR = ( (Eq. 18)

where n is the number of periods of interest. For instance, if a stock appreciates from $50 to $70 and pays $3 in dividend
in a 3 year period (i.e., n=3), then

1/3_

CAGR = [(70+3)/50]"%-1 = 13.4%

[0062] In situations in which there have been no material changes to the stock, the CAGR may represent company's
growth. However, various events may modify the value of a stock without materially changing the TRS. For instance,
a stock split generally represents an increase in the number of shares and a reduction in the price per share with no
associated change in value. In the same way, a portion of a company may be spun off to form a new business with its
own stock. The value of the original company's stock will decrease, but this decrease will be offset by the value of
stocks issued by the spin-off company.

Return to Shareholders

[0063] The spread detemined in step 200 is the difference between the ROIC and the WACC. The growth determined
in step 300 is the CAGR, adjusted as necessary. The total return to shareholders (TRS) calculated in step 110 is then
the sum of the spread and the growth.

[0064] it should be appreciated that the calculation of Return to Shareholders may be sensitive to the start date. In
general, TRS should be calculated over a full business cycle while avoiding start dates that include extraordinary
company events such as the resignation/hiring of management officials; earnings releases; regulatory changes; or
major changes in corporate structure. In the same way, start dates affected by global economic events should be
avoided since global economic events may falsely inflate/deflate industry returns. Preferably, TRS is calculated over
several time periods to ensure the results are similar regardless of the starting point and timeframe. Thus, outliers and
anomalies should be identified and avoided. If necessary, TRS may be calculated by comparing the company to those
which have more varied tiering of stock value. Alternatively, a logical breakdown of the tiering may be used to identify
relevant competitors or the tiering may be based on a median composite index.

[0065] Upon calculation of TRS in step 110, the company may be evaluated to determine potential value drivers.
The value levers may be developed through an iterative, hypothesis driven process. Each industry is unique and has
its own set of value levers. Nonetheless, some common value lever themes cross industries. A value driver for an
industry often demonstrates a strong correlation with TRS. Value levers help to explain why some companies create
value while others destroy value.
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System 800

[0066] The steps of the shareholder value calculation method 100 may be impiemented through a shareholder value
system 800. As depicted in FIG. 8, the shareholder value system 800 may be a software-driven application including
modules that automatically perform each of the steps of the shareholder value caiculation method 100. Specifically,
the shareholder value system 800 may have modules 801, 802, 803, and 804 for calculating, respectively, the ROIC,
WACC, Organic Growth, and Growth through M&A. For instance, in one implementation, the shareholder value tool
800 is a spreadsheet application (such as an application written in VisualBasic® for Excel®, both marketed by Microsoft
Corp. of Redman, WA) that receives various financial data and user inputs, and uses these inputs to calculate the
Spread and Growth numbers as needed to calculate TRS.

[0067] Inanother embodiment, the Shareholder Value Tool 800 may be connected to a user 910 and a financial data
repository 920 via a distributed network, such as the Internet. The financial data repository 820, as described above,
may be the EDGAR website administered by the United States Security and Exchange Committee, commercial services
such as Standard and Poor's Compustat database at www.Compustat.com or Thomson Financial's Global Access
database at www.Primark.com, or other publicly accessible source of financial data. In this embodiment, the Share-
holder Value Tool 800 may be an application present on an Internet server and is accessible to various users and
applications via the distributed network. Conversely, the Shareholder Value Tool B00 may accept various inputs from
the user 910 and the financial data repository 920. For instance, the Shareholder Value Tool 800 may include software
application such as data mining applications in Extended Meta Language (XML), not depicted, that automatically search
for and return relevant information from the financial data repository 920.

[0068] The Shareholder value tool may further visually display results, as depicted Shareholder Return Graph 1000
in FIG. 10. In particular, the Shareholder Return Graph 1000 compares growth [as represented by the Compound
Annual Growth Rate (CAGR)] and the spread [as measured by the difference of the return to investors and the weighted
cost of capital]. Logically, companies having above-average growth and spread have higher rates of return. Thus the
Shareholder Return Graph 1000 identifies such companies as top industry performers.

Conclusion

[0069] The foregoing description of the preferred embodiments of the invention has been presented for the purposes
of illustration and description. it is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise form disclosed.
Many modifications and variations are possible in light of the above teaching. For instance, the method of the present
invention may be modified as needed to inccrporate new communication networks and protocols as they are developed.
It is intended that the scope of the invention be limited not by this detailed description, but rather by the claims appended
hereto. The above specification, examples and data provide a complete description of the manufacture and use of the
composition of the invention. Since many embodiments of the invention can be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention, the invention resides in the claims hereinafter appended.

Claims
1. A computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization, the system comprising:

communication means for accessing a computerized databases storing financial information on the company;
an investment return evaluation module, said equity return evaluation module receiving the financial informa-
tion from said communication means and calculating a return on invested capital;

an investment costs evaluation module, said investment costs module receiving the financial information from
said communication means and calculating a weighted average cost of capital;

a growth estimation module, said growth estimation module receiving the financial information from said com-
munication means and calculating organic growth and growth through mergers and acquisitions; and

a economic performance calculation module, said economic performance calculation module calculating a
total return to shareholders caiculation using the calcutated retumn on invested capital, the calculated weighted
average cost of capital, and the calculated growth.

2. The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of claim 1, whereby the
investment return evaluation module calculates the return on invested capital by calculating an operating margin,
by calculating an capital utilization, and by multiplying the operating margin by the capital utilization

3. The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of claim 2, whereby the
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debt return evaluation module calculates the return on invested capital (ROIC) using the following equation:

NOPLAT

ROIC = Invested Capital’

where

NOPLAT (net operating profit less adjusted taxes to financial capital contributors) is total operating profits
with adjustments for taxes, and

Invested Capital represents investor-provided capital.

The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of claim 3, whereby the
debt return evaluation module calculates NOPLAT using the following equation:

NOPLAT = EBITA - Cash Taxes

where EBITA (Earnings Before interest, Taxes, and Amortization) is calculated by determining revenue and ad-
justing for costs.

The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of claim 1, whereby the
investment costs evaluation module calculates Weighted Average Cost of Capital {(WACC) by summing costs of
debt holders and costs of equity holders and each weighted the debt-holder cost and equity holder costs.

The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of claim 5, whereby the
investment costs evaluation module calculates Weighted Average Cost of Capital (WACC) using the following
equation:

WACC =K, * (1-1) * D/(D+E) + K, * E/(D+E)

where

K4 is @ cost of debt,

tis a tax rate on the debt,

D is a market value of the debt,

E is a market value of the equity,

K, is a cost of equity, and

E/(D+E), a ratio of a value of equity to a value of the total debt and equity is a weighting factor for the cost
of equity.

The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of claim 6, whereby the
investment costs evaluation module calculates the cost of equity, K,, using the foliowing equation:

Ke=T+(rp - 1) " B,
where:
ry is a risk-free rate of return available to investors;
Tm i @ historic market risk premium; and

B is a factor that returns differ from the returns of a market portfolio.

The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of claim 7, whereby the
investment costs evaluation module calculates the B value using the following equation:
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{H(I_B;)*g.]

By =

Where:
Bu=  beta without leverage;
BL=  beta with leverage;
Te=  the corporate marginal tax rate;
and
D/E =  the debt-to-equity ratio based on market values.

The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of claim 1, whereby the
investment costs evaluation module adjusts the calculated Weighted Average Cost of Capital (WACC) to reflect
an equipment lease.

The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of claim 1, whereby the
investment costs evaluation module adjusts the calculated Weighted Average Cost of Capital (WACC) to reflect a
retirement liability.

The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of ¢claim 1 further comprising
a competitor model for calculating a competitor's total return to shareholders.

The computer-based system for automated performance evaluation of an organization of claim 11 further com-

prising a graphing model, said graphing model preparing a visual comparison of said organizations' return to share-
holders and said competitor's total return to shareholders.
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European Patent DECLARATION Application Number

Office which under Rule 45 of the European Patent Convention
shall be considered, for the purposes of subsequent EP 04 10 3118
proceedings, as the European search report

The Search Division considers that the present application, does not comply with the provisions ﬁ%@fﬂ?ﬁéﬁ"&%ﬁ%s

of the EPC to such an extent that it is not possible to carry out a meaningful search into the

state of the art on the basis of all claims GO6F17 / 60

Reason:

The claims relate to subject matter
excluded from patentability under Art.
52(2) and (3) EPC. Given that the claims
are. formulated in terms of such subject
matter or merely specify commonplace
features relating to its technological
implementation, the search examiner could
not establish any technical problem which
might potentially have required an
inventive step to overcome. Hence it was
not possible to carry out a meaningful
search into the state of the art (Rule 45
EPC). See also Guidelines Part B Chapter
VIII, 1-3.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the
fact that a search may be carried out
during examination following a declaration
of no search under Rule 45 EPC, should the
problems which led to the declaration
being issued be overcome (see EPC
Guideline C-VI, 8.5).

Place of search Oate Examiner

The Hague 14 September 2004 Daman, M
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