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My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in hat blocking and steaming de-
vices and more particularly to a device of this
character which may be utilized as an at-

5 tachment to a garment pressing machine
where a steam generator is present and the
primary object of the invention is to provide
a simple and inexpensive attachment of this
character which may be readily and quickly

10 attached to a garment pressing machine so
that tailors and others using machines of this
character may be in position to accept the
business of cleaning and blocking hats in ad-
dition to the cleaning and pressing of other
15 wearing apparel. :

A further object of the invention resides
in providing a device of this character which
may be readily applied to the table or support
of a garment pressing machine and connected

20 with a steam pipe leading from the steam
generator, which is usually present in the well
known types of garment pressing machines
now on the market.

A still further object resides in providing

25 4 hat blocking and steaming attachment of
the character mentioned which is so con-
‘structed that it may accommodate hats of va-
rious sizes and shapes and which is also con-
structed so that the sweat band may be kept

30 free from direct contact with the steam when
the other portions of the hat are being
steamed. .

A still further object resides in providing
a device of this character which is compar-

3 atively simple and inexpensive to manufac-

ture, durable in construction and which will
be very efficient and useful in operation.

With these and numerous other objects in
view, my invention consists in the novel fea-
tures of construction, combination and ar-
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter
referred to and more particularly pointed
out in the specification and claims.

45 In the accompanying drawing, forming a

part of this application, :
Figure 1 is a vertical section, partly in ele-
vation, of a device constructed in accordance
‘with my invention, disclosing a hat thereon
50 ready for steaming and blocking,

Tigure 2 is a side elevation of the device,
with the hat removed therefrom,

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary ver-
tical section through the device, with 2 hat ap-
plied thereto, 55

Figure 4 is a plane view of the disc removed
from the steam pipe and

Figure 5 is a vertical section through the
disc as seen on the line 5—35 of Figure 4, and

Figure 6 is a detail section of one form of 60
pad for the head member.

It is a well known fact that the majority
of tailors and others in the business of clean-
ing and pressing wearing. apparel use the
well known garment pressing machines which 65
invariably have steam generating means in
connection therewith. While various at-
tachments have been known for such ma-
chines for the assistance of the operator in
the pressing of garments, no attachment 70
has -heretofore been provided whereby the
operator may steam or block a hat on such
machines. The business of cleaning and
blocking hats therefore, is lost to the tailor
or other operator of a pressing machine, un- 7¢
less he installs an expensive and complicated
machine for cleaning and blocking hats which
is a separate apparatus entirely from the gar-
ment pressing machine. My attachment is
particularly adapted for use in connection 8¢
with these well known garment pressing ma-
chines where steam generating means is usual-
ly provided and the invention contemplates
the use of the same steam generated for use
in the garment machine, so that the invention 8t
may be readily and quickly applied to such
machines at a comparatively small cost.
This will enable the tailor or other-owner of
the garment pressing machine to accept busi-
ness involving the cleaning and blocking of ®
hats, such hats to be cleaned elsewhere or
otherwise as is usually done with the clean-
ing of the wearing apparel, the steaming and
blocking of the hats to be done by the owner
of the garment pressing machine on the at- ¢
tachment which I have invented and disclosed
herewith. _ o

In describing my invention, I shall refer
to the drawing in which similar reference
characters designate corresponding parts 1
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through the several views and in which 1
designates & support or table, such as usually
provided in garment pressing machines. In
such machines, a boiler (not shown) for gen-
erating steam is usually provided immediate-
ly adjacent one end of the table and my in-
vention contemplates the use of a pipe (not
shown), including a valve, which may be ex-
tended from the generator through the table.
Mounted on the table is a sleeve or the like
9 to which the lead-in steam pipe may be
connected and removably connected with
this sleeve and extending upwardly there-
from is a steam pipé 8 which is utilized as a
support for the hat steaming and blocking
device. o

The steaming and blocking device proper
consists of a head member 4 which is dome-
shaped and provided with a plurality of small
steam exit openings 5. These openings are
arranged in series throughout the surface
of the head member, as clearly shown in the
drawing. :

The head member 4 which is shaped to re-
ceive the crown of a hat is preferably formed

-of a desired metallic material-and in casting

or otherwise forming the same the lower edge
thereof is extended downwardly and looped
as shown at 6 to provide an annular cham-
ber 7, for a purpose to be hereinafter and
more particularly described. The outer wall
of the chamber which is formed by looping
the metal extended from the head member 4
is bent outwardly and downwardly to provide
an annular flange 8 adapted to provide a

brim supporting portion for the device. Con- .

tinuing from this flange 8 the metal is dished
downwardly to provide a bowl-shaped base
portion 9 which terminates in a lower central
collar 10. This collar is internally threaded
and engaged with the upper threaded end
of the steam pipe 8. The annular brim sup-
porting flange 8 is also provided with a plu-
rality of small openings 11 arranged in series
so that the steam within the member may
project therethrough and come in contact

’ with the brim of the hat supported thereon.

50

55

60

From the description hereabove and the
illustrations in the drawing it will be seen
that the member adapted to support the hat
is hollow and in view of the shape of the
base portion thereof any condensation of the
steam may be returned to the pipe 3. I have
shown and described the base portion 9 as
being integral with the crown and brim sup-
porting portions of the device, but if more
convenient, this base portion may be made
separate from the other portions and secured
thereto in any preferred manner, or the de-
vice may be otherwise constructed in two sec-
tions as may be found mechanically advan-

_tageous, the principle of the. invention re-

86

maining the same. :
When a hat is being steamed and blocked,
it is quite necessary that the sweat band there-

-of, if the hat has such a band, be positioned
so that steam may not come in direct contact
therewith. To this end I have provided the
annular chamber 7 for the reception therein
of the sweat band, as illustrated in Figures
1 and 8 of the drawing. Inasmuch as steam
is in contact with the walls of the chamber
7, I have provided means to prevent undue
heat coming in contact with this sweat band.
"To this end the walls of this chamber 7 are
offset outwardly in opposite directions to
provide annular grooves therein for substan-
tially their entire height and secured in these
grooves are strips of asbestos designated by
the numeral 12 in the drawing. .
In the drawing I have designated the hat
applied to the dome-shaped head 4 by the
numeral 13, the brim thereof being designated
by the numeral 14, and the sweat band desig-
nated by the numeral 15. It will be readily
“seen that the hat is adapted to be received on
the dome-shaped head 4, the brim supported
on the flange 8 and the sweat band received
in the chamber 7. It will be further noted
that the walls of the chamber 7 are not pro-
vided with openings, so that steam may not
readily enter this chamber and the openings
in the head member 4 terminate above the
portion from whence the walls of the cham-
. ber are formed.. In order to hold the hat
firmly in position on this device I have pro-
vided the spring hinged clips 16 secured to
the base portion 9, said clips being adapted
to engage the brim of the hat and retain the
same on the device, as appears obvious.

It is quite possible to provide dévices of
{his character with head members 4 of dif-
ferent sizes and this may be done, but in view
of the expense attached to the use of a plu-
rality of such members it is more desirable
to provide a single device of this character
with means in connection therewith for the
accommodation of hats of various sizes. It
i$ therefore preferable that the head member
4 be made of a small size, relatively, to which
may be applied various pad members’ 17
_which will enable the operator to produce a

head size accommodating hats of vamous
_sizes. These pads may be of various thick-

nesses according to the desired head size of -

the hat being steamed and the device when
sold to the operator will be provided with a
plurality of such pads to enable the attach-
ment to be used as desired and necessary in
the usual course of business.

These pads 17 are preferably formed of
a layer of wire and one or more layers of
cloth or felt. In Figure 6 I have shown a
detail of one form of pad in which a single

70
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layer of wire 18 is interposed between two :

layers of felt 19. The layer of wire will be-
come extremely hot when steam is passed
therethrough and will, obviously, havea tend-
ency to dry the pads on opposite faces there-
of, which pads may become moist as a result
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of steam passing therethrough. The wire
tends also to hold the pad in its proper shape
and ready for application to the head mem-
ber 4 and whether one or more layers of felt
are used it will accomplish the same results
of shaping the pad and tending to dry the
moist felt layer.

" As the steam entering the pipe 8 is direct-
ed from the generator in close proximity to
this attachment, there is a possibility that
water may be drawn therein and to prevent
such water from entering the attachment, I
have provided the metal disc 20. This metal
disc has its periphery threaded as shown at
21 and is engaged with the internal upper
threaded end of the pipe 8. This disc is pro-
vided with a plurality of openings 22 which
extend completely therethrough and, as
shown clearly in Figure 5 of the drawing,
are small in diameter at their upper ends
and larger in diameter at their lower ends.
This shape of the openings will obviously
prevent water from entering the device and
at the same time permit the steam to readily

5 carry through.

In use, the tailor or operator of a garment
machine having this attachment thereon re-
ceives a hat to be cleaned and may send it
to the usual cleaning establishment where
it may be thoroughly cleaned in every re-
spect at a very small charge.  In so cleaning
the hat the sweat band thereof is also thor-

‘oughly cleaned so that it does not become nec-

essary to remove such sweat band or replace
When the hat is returned from
cleaning, it is crushed and wrinkled and it
becomes the duty of the owner of this ma-
chine to block and steam the same. The hat
is placed on the attachment in the manner
shown in Figure 1 of the drawing so that the
crown thereof is supported on the head por-
tion 4, the brim resting on the flange 8§ and
the sweat band directed into the chamber 7.
If the hat is of the same size as the head por-
tion 4 no pad will be necessary but if not of
the same size the proper pad 17 to fit the par-
ticular hat may be used. After the hat is
properly secured in position on this attach-
ment, steam is admitted through the pipe 3
to the device where it is directed through the
openings 5 and 11 to the crown and brim of
the hat, thus removing wrinkles therefrom.
As the steam is directed to the hat, the oper-
ator may brush or rub the hat properly to

5 smooth the nap and thus block and condition

the hat properly. It will be seen that the
sweat band, being disposed in the chamber
where steam does not enter, will not be dis-
turbed in the steaming and blocking opera-
tion.

From the foregoing it will be seen that T
have provided a simple, inexpensive and ef-
ficient means for carrying out the objects
of the invention. While I particularly de-

5 scribed the elements best adapted to perform

the functions set forth, it is obvious that vari-
ous changes in form, proportion and in the
minor details of construction may be emloyed
or resorted to, within the scope of the append-
ed claims, without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the principles of the in-
vention.

Having described my invention what I
claim is: :

1. In a hat steaming device, a crown re-

ceiving member, a brim receiving member and
a sweat band embracing member formed in-
tegral therewith and protecting said band
against the action of the steam. :
2. In a hat steaming device, a perforated
member shaped to conform to and receive
a hat thereon and means carried thereon for
embracing and protecting the sweat band of
the hat against the action of the steam..

3. In a hat steaming device, a perforated
member shaped. to conform to and receive a
hat thereon, and an imperforate sweat band
embracing member carried thereon protect-
ing said band against the action of the steam.

4. In a hat steaming device, a crown re-
ceiving member, a brim receiving member,
means supporting said members forming a
chamber therebelow and means disposed with-
in said chamber for receiving and protect-
ing the sweat band of a hat against the ac-
tion of the steam,

5. In a hat steaming device, a member
shaped to conform to and receive a hat there-
on, a sweat band receiving member and heat
resisting means applied to the last mentioned
member.

6. In a-hat steaming device, a perforated
crown receiving member, a perforated brim
receiving member, means supporting same
forming a chamber therebelow, an imper-
forate receiving member disposed between
the ‘aforesaid members within said chamber
and heat resisting means applied to the last
mentioned member. .

7. A hat steaming and blocking attach-
ment comprising a perforated head member
shaped to conform and receive thereon a hat,
a hollow base portion connected with and sup-

orting said head member, means within said
»ase portion for supplying steam to said base
portion, a member disposed within said base
portion and connected with said head member
adapted to receive the sweat band of a hat
and protect the same against the action of
steam,

8. A hat steaming and blocking attach-
ment comprising a perforated hollow head
member formed with an annular perforated
flange, said head member being also provided
with an annular depending chamber interme-
diate same and said flange, a hollow base
portion connected with said flange and form-
ing a chamber below said head member and
means for supplying steam to said last men-
tioned chamber.
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9. A hat steaming and blocking attach-
ment comprising a hollow dome-shaped head
member adapted ‘to receive the crown of a
hat thereon, the lower portion of said head
member being extended and looped to pro-
vide an external annular chamber thereon
adapted to receive the sweat band of said
hat, an annular brim-supporting flange
formed on the outer wall of said chamber,
said flinge and head member being perfo-
rated, a hollow base portion connected with
-sald flange and forming a chamber below said
head member and means for supplying steam
to the last mentioned chamber. .

10. A hat steaming and blocking attach-
ment comprising a hollow dome-shaped head
member adapted to receive the crown of a hat
thereon, the lower portion of said head mem-

. ber being extended and looped to provide an
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annular external chamber for the reception of
a sweat band therein, heat-resisting means
applied to the inner faces of the walls of said
chamber, an annular brim-supporting flange
formed on the outer wall of said chamber,
said flange and head member being perfo-
rated, a hollow base portion connected with
said flange and providing a chamber below
said head member, and means for supplying
steam to said last mentioned chamber. . -

11. In a hat steaming and blocking device
of the class described, a crown receiving mem-
ber, a brim receiving member and a sweat
band embracing means connecting together
said crown and brim receiving members.

12. In a hat steaming and blocking device
of the class described, a crown receiving
member, a brim receiving member, and a
sweat band receiving member connecting to-
gether said brim and crown receiving mem-
bers, said sweat band receiving member hav-
ing an upwardly facing entrance opening.

13. In a hat steaming and blocking device
of the class described, a crown receiving
member, a brim receiving member, and a
sweat band receiving member integrally con-
necting the lower portion of said crown re-
ceiving member with the inner end portion
of said brim receiving member, the entrance
to said sweat band receiving member facing
upwardly. o

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

HYMAN DIENER.



