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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MARY J. C. WANOR 

STRAND, formerly of Pekin, Illinois, and now 
of St. Louis, Missouri, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Corsets, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description, 
reference being had to the annexed drawing 
making part of this specification, in which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective (back) of the corset, 
shown in position; Fig. 2, a perspective (front) 
view of the invention, and Fig. 3 a side view 
of the invention. 

Like letters indicate like parts. 
To provide a neatly-fitting corset and one 

that accommodates itself to the movements of 
the Wearer, and especially of the chest in res 
piration, is a principal feature of the present 
invention. It also relates to the means em 
ployed for supporting the abdomen. 

Referring to the accompanying drawing, A. 
represents a corset containing my improve 
lment. 
and C the back. DD represent elastic web 
bings, which, at either side respectively, con 
llect the front and back of the corset, extendl 
ing from the top to the bottom thereof. E 
represents a broad steel arranged at the cen 
ter of the back, and also extending from the 
top to the bottom of the garment, In curva 
ture it conforms to the back of the wearer, 
turning slightly outward at the lower end. 
FF represent lacings arranged in the back of 
the corset, at either side of the steel E, and 
preferably but a short distance therefrom, as 
shown. G represents a removable skirt-sup 
porter, attached to the corset immediately at 
the Waist, and in such manner as to stand 
directly outward therefrom, as shown in Fig. 3. 
The operation of the invention as thus far 

described is as follows: By means of the lac 
ings FF the corset is adjusted to the person 
as snugly as is desired, and is hooked in front 
in the usual Way. Then by virtue of the 
elastic webbings D D, the corset being made 
expansible, it yields freely to the movements 
of the chest and obviates any uneasiness or 
cramping incident to the use of corsets, where 
in lacing only is employed, and this flexible 
adjustment being attained by means of the 
lacings and webbing only, and nothing being 
used like a strap which projects above the 
corset, it will be seen that the dress can be 

B B represent the front of the corset, 

drawn neatly and smoothly thereupon. The 
front of the corset at its lower end is extended 
to form an abdominal supporter, as shown in 
Figs. 2 and 3. The upper portion of the front 
is made in the usual way. To form the sup 
porter the extension b b is made adjustable 
and expansible to provide for varying shapes 
and movements. To this end elastic gores H. 
EI are inserted at either side, and in addition 
the extension is slitted at II, at which places 
systems of adjustable elastic straps are ar 
ranged. Also, at the center in front, and below 
the Ordinary steels a ca, is arranged an elastic 
lacing, J. - -- 
The operation of this supporting feature of 

the corset is as follows: The adjustable straps 
II are properly let out, as well as the lacing 
J. to suit the condition of the body, and so as 
to gather the extreme lower end of the exten 
sion in closer than the part above. The ex 
tension having been suitably adjusted the 
elastic elements therein (the straps, gores, 
and lacing) provide for all the changes and 
movements of the person Without discomfort. 
The abdomen being inclosed, as described, is 
upheld partly by the corset itself. A consider 
able portion of the strain, however, is borne 
by the shoulder-braces KK, which pass from 
the center of the back over the shoulders to 
the front, as shown. 
The above-mentioned construction may be 

modified by using a single strap in place of 
the system of straps I, and this last-named 
feature may be further modified by inserting 
an elastic gore (similar to the gore H) in place . 
thereof, 

I am a Ware that elastic material has been 
used in the construction of corsets, and also, 
that corsets have been provided with abdom 
inal extensions, and therefore do not claim 
such broadly; but 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim as new therein, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is- - 
In a corset, the combination cf the front B 

B, extensions b b, back C, elastic connections 
D D, elastic lacings FF, and steel E, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose specified. 

MARY J. C. WANORSTRAND. 
Witnesses: 

CHAs. D. MooDY, 
JOHN W. COLLINS. 

  


