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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN V.D. ELDREDGE,
of Detroit, in the connty of Wayne and State
of Michigan, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in a Button-Hole Cutter; and I
do declare that the following is a true and ac-
curate description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon and being a
part of this specification, in which—

Figure 11is a perspective view of iny device
with the blade open; Fig. 2 is a plan of the
same, closed; and Fig. 3 isan edge elevation,
with the blade open. ’

Like letters refer to like partsin each figure. |

The nature of this invention relates to an
improvement in the construction of that class
" of button-hole cutters in which a lance-like
blade is used for cutting the hole in the fabric;
and it consists in the combination with a slot-
ted blade of a metallic handle or shield with
the extremity turned outwardly to form a
stop-gage, and a screw passing through the
handle and the slot in the blade to secure the
latter at any desired point.

In the drawing, A represents a lance-like
blade, sharpened on one edge, as ‘at @, and
having a central longitudinal slot, b. Bisa
handle, of the same shape as and a little larger
than the blade. Itis preferably made of a
strip of sheet metal bent upon itself in the
narrowest part, with the two extremities
turned outwardly to form the gage-stops ¢. A
screw, O, passes through one side of the han-

dle, through the slot in the blade, and is
threaded in the other part of the handle, so
that while the blade may be extended out-
wardly from the handle, or retracted into it,
more or less, or turned about and inclosed in
the handle, it may be securely fastened in any
position by the screw clamping the sides of
the handle against it. _ !

To use the cutter, the blade is turned out-
ward, and its point extended on a prolongation
of the handle until the width of the proposed
button-hole is disclosed at the gage-stops,
when it is elamped fast by the screw. The hole
is then made in the fabric by pushing the
blade through, the point being inserted at one
end of the hole with the cutting-edge facing
the other end. .

‘When folded into the handle the blade can
neither be damaged nor do any damage, being
far preferable for this purpose to a detached
or separate shield, such as heretofore used.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire

to secure by Letters Patent, is—
- The combination, in a button-hole cutter, of
the slotted blade A and the metallic shield
or handle B, provided with the gage-stops ¢,
the several parts being constructed and ar-
ranged substantially as described and shown,
and operated as set forth.

‘ JOHN V. D. ELDREDGE.

Witnesses:
H. F. EBERTS,
HARRY S. SPRAGUE.




