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(57) Abstract: Provided are: a porous metal film on which an assessment can be performed as to whether at least one of sterilization
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Box No. 11 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. 111 Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2015)



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/JP2016/072788

Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Document 1: JP 2014-125652 A (Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd.), 07 July
2014 (07.07.2014), claim 1

Document 2: WO 2013/054786 A1 (Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd.), 18 April
2013 (18.04.2013), claim 1

Claims are classified into the following three inventions.

(Invention 1) claims 1-5

Each of documents 1 and 2 discloses “a metal-made porous membrane
having multiple through-holes, said metal-made porous membrane having
a photosensitive organic material that is adhered onto at least a part
of the metal-made porous membrane”. Thus, claims 1-3 lack novelty over
document 1, and therefore have no special technical feature.

However, claim 4 which is a claim depending on claim 1 has a special
technical feature inwhich “the photosensitive organicmaterial is adhered
ontoat leastapartof theinnerwallofeachofthemultiple through-holes”,
and claim 5 has the same technical feature as that of claim 4.

Consequently, claims 1-5 are classified into Invention 1.

(Invention 2) claims 6-8

It is not considered that claims 6-8 have a technical feature which
is same as or corresponding to claim 4 classified into Invention 1.

Further, claims 6-8 are not dependent on claim 1 classified into
Invention 1.

In addition, claims 6-8 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1.

Consequently, claims 6-8 cannot be classified into Invention 1.

In addition, claims 6-8 have a special technical feature a
sterilization evaluation method for determining whether or not the
sterilization of a metal-made porous membrane is completed, said method
comprising a step of adhering a photosensitive organic material onto
at least a part of the metal-made porous membrane, a step of sterilizing
the metal-made porous membrane and a step of determining whether or not
the sterilization of the metal-made porous membrane is completed on the
basis of the modification of the photosensitive organic material”, and
are classified into Invention 2.

(Invention 3) claims 9-11

It is not considered that claims 9-11 have a technical feature same
as or corresponding to claim 4 classified into Invention 1 or claims
6-8 classified into Invention 2.

Further, claims 9-11 are not dependent on claim 1 classified into
Invention 1.

In addition, claims 9-11 have no relationship such that these claims
are substantially same as or equivalent to any claim classified into
Invention 1 or Invention 2.

Consequently, claims 9-11 cannot be classified into either Invention
1 or Invention 2.

In addition, claims 9-11 have a special technical feature “a washing
evaluationmethod for determiningwhether or not thewashingof ametal-made
porous membrane is completed, said method comprising a step of adhering
a photosensitive organic material onto at least a part of the metal-made
porous membrane, a step of washing the metal-made porous membrane and
a step of determining whether or not the washing of the metal-made porous
membrane is completed on the basis of the amount of the photosensitive
organic material adhered onto the metal-made porous membrane’”, and are
classified into Invention 3.

Ww
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Object to be covered by this search:

In claim 1, there is a wording “a metal-made porous membrane having
a photosensitive organic material”. However, it is difficult to clearly
understand the state of the photosensitive organic material in the
metal-made porous membrane having photosensitive organic material from
the wording “having a photosensitive organic material”. Therefore, even
when the statements in the description and the drawings are taken into
consideration, it is impossible to clearly understand the invention
described in claim 1 from the statements in claim 1.

Therefore, claims 1-5 do not comply with the requirement of clarity
prescribed under PCT Article 6.

Such being the case, the search was carried out under the assumption
that “a metal-made porous membrane having a photosensitive organic
material” is “ametal-made porous membrane having aphotosensitive organic
material in the form of a composition”.
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