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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Auserr HucH StTE-
vENSON, subject of the King of England, re-
siding at Manchester, in the county of Lan-
caster and Kingdom of England, have in-
vented new and useful Improvements in
Supporting and Retaining Devices for Arti-
cle Carriers or Containers, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
retaining devices for article containers or
carriers and has particular relation to de-
vices used for supporting and retaining frag-
ile articles such as incandescent gas man-
tles, incandescent electric lamps and the like.

Among the objects of my invention are to
be found the following: (1) To provide a
device for this purpose which can be readily
placed in position within the carrier or con-
tainer and which forms practically a per-
manent part thereof. (2) The provision of
a device for this purpose into which the arti-
cle may be readily placed and thereafter
turned to prevent a withdrawal thereof, and
which, if desired, may have means for pre-
venting accidental release or a returning
movement of the article to an extent suffi-
cient to permit its accidental withdrawal
from the device. (3) To provide a device
of this character which will serve as a se-
curing element in the formation of the car-
rier or container. (4) To provide a device
of this character which will support the
article out of contact with any portion of the
carrier or container, without affecting the
ability to visually inspect the article when
the carrier or container is opened out or
uncovered, and without necessitating a re-
moval of the article to permit such visual
inspection.

Other and further objects of the invention
are to provide a device of this character
which can be secured to various types of
carriers or containers, which can be readily
placed in position therein, which serves as a
strengthening device therefor, which is of
relatively light weight, which is durable in
construction, and which can be manufac-

.tured and placed in use at a low cost.

To these and other ends the nature of
which will be readily understood as the in-
vention is hereinafter disclosed, said inven-
tion consists in the improved construction
and combination of parts hereinafter fully
described, illustrated in the accompanying

“drawings, and particularly pointed out in
the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
"similar reference characters indicate similar
parts in each of the views,—IFigure 1 is a
perspective view of an article container to

which my improved device has been applied,-.

the container being shown in open position.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a portion of
the container shown in Fig. 1, the device
being shown as having an incandescent gas
mantle positioned therein. Tig. 8 is a per-
spective view of the container closed. Fig.
4 is a side elevation of my device detached
from the container. Fig. 5 is a horizontal
sectional view of the same taken on line 5—35
of Fig. 7. TFig. 6 is a view showing a modi-
fied form of my device. Fig. 7 is a side ele-
vation of a still further modification.

Fragile articles of commerce, such as in-
candescent gas mantles, incandescent electric
lamps, and the like, are generally packed in
separate containers or carriers, in which the
article remains from the time it is packed at
the factory until it is to be placed in posi-
tion for use, the carrier or container acting
not only as a supporting means for the
article, but also during its transportation, so
that it is necessary that the article be posi-
tioned within the carrier in such manner as
to prevent liability of the article being dam-
aged while in storage or during transporta-
tion. To effect this result various forms of
carriers or containers have been employed,
and these have generally been in the form of
foldable boxes formed of cardboard or the
like in order that the weight of the con-
tainer may be reduced to a minimum. The
present invention does not pertain particu-
larly to the character of the carrier or con-
tainer, it being applicable for use in connec-
tion with various forms, some of which are
well known in the trade. The invention
pertains more particularly to the supporting
or retaining means for positioning and hold-
ing the article in proper position within the
carrier, or container, although the device
itself may serve as a strengthening device or
a connecting means for one type of box or
container, as indicated in the drawings.

The principal feature of my invention
consists of the retaining member 10, which
is preferably in the form of an annular
band-like portion 11, formed of metal, wood,
cardboard or other suitable material, and
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which is provided with one or more projec-
tions 12, the latter being adapted fo pass

through one of the walls of the container or.

carrier, and folded or bent downward there-
on for the purpose of securing the member
10 to such wall. The band or ring 11 is
also provided with a suitable number of
bayonet slots 13 each having its entrance at
the opposite edge of the ring from that from
which the projection 12 extends. The num-
ber of bayonet slots 13 employed is con-
trolled by the particular type of article to
be carried; for instance, if the article is an
incandescent gas mantle of the inverted
type, as indicated in the drawings, the slots
are preferably three in number and spaced
equally about the periphery of the ring.

As will be seen from the drawings, the
horizontal portion 18* of the bayonet slot is
spaced from the closed edge of the band or
ring 11, which contacts with the wall, so
that the article is retained out of contact
with such wall, being supported entirely by
the walls of the slot. As a result, pressure
applied to the walls of the carrier or con-
tainer can have no effect upon the article
itself, such pressure simply being placed on
the band 11, any movement of which obvi-
ously does not change the relative position
of band and article.

As will be readily understood, the projec-
tion or projections 12 permits of the secur-
ing of the member 10 to any desired type of
container or carrier. In the drawings I
show one form of such carrier or container,
said carrier being formed of two members
15 and 16, said members being connected
together by a staple 17. The member 15
forms the closing member, while the member
16 is the inner member to which the retain-
ing member 10 is secured, the member 16 be-
ing formed from a suitable blank which,
when folded, will provide two side walls 16,
a rear wall 16, and a bottom 16° divided
along the line 16¢, the. staple 17 connecting
the back wall 16" to one end of the member
15 as indicated in Fig. 1. As indicated in
Iig. 2, where two projections 12 are em-
ployed, said projections pass through the
bottom 16° on-opposite sides of the Iine 164
and are bent inwardly toward each other
with the result that these projections 12
serve to firmly secure the divided bottom 16°
in permanent position against opening out-
ward, while the fact that said bottom lies
between the two opposing surfaces provided
by the edge of the band 11 and the inner
face of the projections when bent, prevents
distortion of the bottom. As will be seen,
the folding of the member.15 to the position

- shown in Fig. 3, places a wall of said latter

65

member over the bent over portions of the
projections 12, so that the latter are not
exposed when the container is closed.

- To place the article in position, the carrier

, position.

902,998

or container is opened out in the position
shown in Fig. 1, and the article, in this case
an incandescent gas mantle 20, placed in
position by the entering of the base-ring
projection formed thereon into the open

_ends of the slots 18 and then turning the

mantle so as to place such projections into
the horizontal portion 13* of the slot. In
this position, the mantle is held against a
movement axially of the retaining member

"10 so that the article is then supported in

such manner as to be free from. contact with

any of the walls of the container or carrier.

If desired, means may be provided for re-
taining the article against a rotative move-
ment, after having been placed in a secured
Any suitable means may be em-
ployed for this purpose, two different ways

‘being disclosed in the drawings, that shown

in Fig. 6 being provided by making the op-
posing walls of the horizontal portion 13 in-
clined relative to each other, either one or
both of such opposing walls being inclined,
the projections in this case being retained in:
position by being forced into the wedge-like
opening provided by such inclined walls.
In Fig. 7 the means employed for this pur-
pose consists in placing in one of the bayo-
net slots a tongue 25 which may be bent into
and out of the slots, the operative position
of the tongue being that in which it is lo-
cated in the peripheral plane of the band,
the tongue being bent upward or outward to
permit of the entrance of the base ring pro-
jections, and being bent backward into place
after the article has been rotated a sufficient
distance to permit the tongue to reach its
normal position. With this form of means
the horizontal portion 13 of the slot may be
formed either as in Fig. 4 or as in Fig. 6.
As will be readily understood, the secur-
ing of the article positioned on the member
10 places it firmly in position in the earrier
or container, and as the latter is of a suffi-
cient size to prevent a contact of its walls
with the article, excepting under the action
of excess pressure thereon, the container or
carrier may be folded to position, and pro-
vide a carrier of serviceable character.
When it is desired to inspect the contents,
it is necessary only to unfold the carrier or
container thereby leaving the entire article
exposed for inspection without necessitating
a removal of the article from the member
10. When the article is to be placed in use,
it is simply rotated to place the projections
of the mantle in alinement with the open
end of the slot 13 (the tongue 25 being bent
out of position, if the latter structure is be-
ing employed) after which the article may
be lifted out of the member 10 without in -
any way destroying the carrier or container,
‘While I have herein disclosed, and prefer
to secure the member 10 to the bottom of the
carrier or container, it is to be understood
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that T do not limit myself to this particular
positioning of the member, since it will be
obvious that it may be secured to any of the
remaining walls of the carrier, the particu-
lar position of the member 10 being dictated
according to the preference of the manufac-
turer whose goods are being packed therein.

‘While T have herein shown and described
the preferred form of carrying my invention
into effect, it will be readily understood that
variations therein may be made according
to the circumstances of use, and I reserve the
right to make any and all such changes as
may fall within the spirit and scope of my
invention as expressed in the accompanying
claims.

Having thus described my invention what
I claim as new is:

1. The combination with a carrier or con-
tainer, of a ring-shaped article-receiving
and retaining member having one or more
projections on one edge adapted to secure
the member to one of the walls of the carrier
or container, said member having bayonet
slots positioned to permit a ready insertion
of the article, and to retain it out of contact
with the walls of the carrier or container.

9. A receiving and retaining member for
fragile articles such as incandescent mantles
of the inverted type comprising a ring-
shaped member having slotted ways leading
inwardly from one edge and spaced from the
opposite edge and adapted to receive and re-
movably retain an article therein, and also
having integral securing means at its oppo-
site edge.

3. An article-receiving and retaining
member comprising a ring-shaped member
having slotted ways leading inwardly from
one edge adapted to receive and removably
retain an article therein, and also having one
or more securing projections at its opposite
edge.

4. The combination with a foldable car-
rier or container having ome of its walls
divided into two parts, of an article receiv-

a8

ing and retaining member having projec-
tions extending from one edge thereof, said
projections being adapted to be passed
through said divided wall and secure the
latter against substantial relative movement,
said member also having means to receive
and retain the article therein.

5. The combination with a foldable car-
rier or container having one of its walls di-
vided mto two parts, of an article-receiving
and retaining member having projections ex-
tending from one edge thereof, said projec-
tions being adapted to be passed through
said caivided wall and secure the latter
against substantial relative movement, said
member also having slotted ways to receive

and retain the article therein in spaced rela-

tion to said divided wall.

6. An article-receiving and retaining
member comprising a ring-shaped member
having slotted ways leading inwardly from
one edge, and means extending into one of
the ways for temporarily retaining the ar-
ticle therein.

7. An article-receiving and retaining
member comprising a ring-shaped member
having slotted ways leading inwardly from
one edge, and means integral with the mem-
ber and extending into one of the ways for
temporarily retaining the article therein.

8. An article-receiving and retaining
member comprising a ring-shaped member
having slotted ways leading inwardly from
one edge, and a bendable portion of less
width than the width of the slotted way
formed integral with the ring-shaped mem-
ber, and movable into and out of a position
to form a retaining element within a way
for temporarily retaining the article therein.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing
witnesses. ‘

ALBERT HUGH STEVENSON.

Witnesses:

Erwvarp SimpsoN MoOSELEY,
MarcoLM SMETHURST.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for

five cents each, by addressing the ¢ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”

50

55

80

65

70

75

80

85



