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This invention relates to inflatable articles such
as toy balloons and has for its primary object the
provision of & new and novel manner of attaching
balloons together, ) g :

5 - Heretofore, it has been very difficult to attach
balleons fogether efficiently or to make attach-
ments to the exterior of balloons for supporting
articles therefrom and the comrmon method has
been -to use an adhesive, but this resulted in an

10 impractical connection which also tended to
weaken the rubber of the balloon adjacent the
connection causing the balloon to burst in many
instances. : : :

A further object of the invention, therefore, is

15 to provide a simaple mechanical connection which
in no manner causes injury to- the rubber of the
balloons and which permits attaching and de-
taching at will.

With the objects above indicated and other ob-

20 Jects hereinafter explained in view the invention
consists.in the construction and combination of
elements hereinafter described and claimed.

Referring to the drawing:—

Figure 1 is an illustration of two balloons rep-

25 Tesenting a grotesque figure connected in the
manner contemplated by the invention: .

Fig. 2 is an illustration of two balloons con-
nected together in a manner contemplated by
the invention, but involving a modification

g0 thereof;

Fig. 3 is an illustration of a balloon and basket
suspended therefrom, the connection to the ex-

- terior of the balloon involving the present in-

vention; , B

35 Fig. 4 is a still further medification embodying

the present invention of connecting two balloons

together; ‘

Fig. 5 illustrates the relationship of the bal-
loons at the time of making the connection em-
bodying the present invention;

Fig. 6 is a sectional view. taken on line 6—6§
of Fig. 2 and further showing the relationship of
the balloons after inflation embodying the con-
nection shown in Fig, 5;

45 - Fig. 7 illustrates the relationship of the bal-
loons at the .time of making a modified connec-
tion embodying the invention;

Fig. 8 is a sectional view taken on line 8—8 of
Fig. 1 and further showing the relationship of

50 the balloons after inflation embodying the modi-

- fied connection shown in Fig. 7, and

Fig. 9 is a sectional view taken on line 9—3§ of
Fig. 3. )

In the drawing various modifications embody-
ing the invention are illustrated and it is to be
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understood that any one of the connections may
be employed in place of .any of the others to ac-
complish the result for which the invention is
intended. . i

In Fig. 1 a-grotesque form, indicated generally
by the numeral 28, consists of an upper inflatable
head member 21 of the so-called balloon type
which may have, if desired, the appearance of g
face, as indicated at 22. Opposite ‘to the face
portion 22 is the usual inlet 23 through which
the head may be inflated by the use of air or
other suitable fluid. A lower inflatable member
24 provides the body portion of the form and con-
sists of the usual rubber balloon brovided with an
inlet -25 through which the balloon may be in-
flated with: air or other suitable fluid. It will 'be
noted that the head portion 2f and the body por-
tion 24 are composed of individual balloons hav-
ing no communicating bassageway therebetween
so that it is a simple matter to inflate the head
portion and body portion in any relationship de-
sired. = As already explained, considerable diffi-
culty has been encountered in actual practice in
suitably attaching or connecting the balloons to-
gether. The most common practice has been Lo
attach the balloons together by means of g suit-
able adhesive, but, in the use of naptha to pro-
vide for a suitable connection, the rubber becom es
weakened where the naptha has been applied
and -results 'in bursting of the balloon at ‘that
weakened - location. . Furthermore, when  such
connections have been made between two. bal-
loons it is impossible to temporarily detach the
same-without injuring the materials of the bal-
loons. ) F

The present invention, therefore, resides in
broviding what might be termed a mechanical
connection -between ‘a pair of balloons which is
detachable at will and which does not in any
manner- cause injury to the balloon at the point
where the connection was made, In Pig. 1 the
connection-employed is more clearly illustrated
in Figs. 7 and 8. The connection consists pri-
marily of providing a pair of independent shank
members 26 having enlarged heads 27 adjadent
one end-thereof. Portions 28 of the inflatable
members are gathered or exitended. around the
heads 21, as shown in Fig. 7 ‘and are then forced
within the opposite ends of a resilient sléeve 29
so ‘that the head portions assume a relation as
shown in Fig. 8, with the opposite ends 38 of
the sleeve 28 tending to force the portions of
the inflatable members tightly around.the heads
21.. This provides & simple and expedient con-
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2
ectlon vvhlch will not be disturbed upon the later
inflation of the balloons.

In Fig. 2 g pair of inflatable members 3i are
shown which are in the form of rubber balloons
having inlet openings 32.through which air or
other suitable fluid may be introduced to inflate
the balloons, The connection employed between
the balloons &1, shown in this figure, is more
clearly illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6, wherein a
shanked member 33, which has an enlarged head
34, is employed:-in makmcr the -connection. The
shank member 38 is placed inside of one of the
balloons while the other balloon is turned inside
out.  In this relationship adjacent portions 3%
of the balloons are extended or. stretched around

the head 34, as-clearly shown in Fig. 5, and, while"

so disposed, are secured against accidental dis-

engagement from the head 34 by an elastic band -

36 wrapped around the extended portion . and
behind the head 34. Any other suitable retaining
means may be employed, such.as string or other
material, which will function in the manner con-
templated by the invention. The oufer balloon
is then turned right side out, as shown in Fig. .6,
and. the balloods may be subsequently mﬂated

~without disturbing the connection.

In many instances inflatable members are made

‘to resemble dirigibles and basket balloons and as

slready stated  considerable difficulty “has been
encountered in attaching devices such as bas-
kets to the outer surface of the inflatable mem-
In Fig. 4 a simple connection has been. illus-
trated which is'more clearly shiown in Fig. 9. In
this instance the connection is similar tothe con-
neetion illustrated in Fig. 5 with the excepiion
that only a single balloon is employed. In this
view the shank member 37 has an enlarged head
38 at one end.thereof, The balloon 39 is first

“turned inside out and a portion 48 thereof is

gathered -or ‘extenided about the head 38 and
secured against accidental disengagement from
the head by an elastic band 41 placed behind
the head 88, as clearly shown.in Fig. 9.  The
balloon is then turned right side out which leaves

the shank of the member 37 extending outwardly =

beyond the exterior of the balloon.. As many of
these shank members may be empioyed as: is
desired and, from them may be supported by
cords 42 a basket 43 or other element. This
balloon 38 also has an inlet opening 44 through
which. air. or other fluid may be 1ntroduced to
inflate the balloon.

In Fig. 4 the connection-is similar to thab in

Tig. 9 except that a member 45 is provided with

o pair of heads &5 formed upon the cpposite
ends thereof. - In this case the balloons 47 are

turned inside out and adjacent portions 48 of

the balloons 47 are extended about the heads 48
and secured against disengagement therefrom by
means of resilient bands 49. - The balloons are
then turned-right side out and may be inflated
in the usual manner without interfering with the
connection.

While the use of a headed ghank member is
diselosed as the preferred element employed in
the connection embodying the invention; it is to
be understood that merely a. spherxcal member
would function in-a similar manner as well as
o resistable member formed upon the. inside of
one of the balloons so .that the inventicn is.not
limited to the precise construction disclosed.

" While I have described the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention it is t¢ be understood that
I “am not to be limited thereto lnasmuch as
changes and modifications may be resorted to
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without departing from the spirit of the invention
as defined in the appended claims.

Having thus described my-invention, I.claim:

1. An article comprising an inflatable member
provided with means for permitting inflation
thereof, a member provided with a substantially
rigid head connected tc the 1mperforate side wall
of said inflatablé member by gathering a portion
of said side waill about the head of said member,
and means for retaining said side wall in gath-
ered relation with the head of said member.

10

9.” An.articls comprising a plurality of inflata- ‘

ble members provided with means for permitting
inflation . therecf, a substantially rigid member,
a portion of the imperforate side wall of each of
said inflatable ‘members being gathered about
said substantially rigid member, and means for
retaining said side walls in gathered relation with
said substantially rigid member.

3. An article comprising a plurality of inflata- 2

ble members provided with individual means for
permitting inflation thereof, a substantially rigid
member, a portion of the side wall'of each of said
inflatable members spaced from -the means for
permitting inflation thereof being gathered about
said substantially rigid member; and means for
retaining said side walls in gathered relation with
said substantially rigid member.

4. An article comprising a plurality of mﬂata-
bie expansible members provided with means for

30

permitting; inflation thereoi, a substantially rigid -

member connected to the imperforate side walls

“of said infiatable members by-distending portions .

of said side walls about said member, and means
for retaining said side walls in said dxstended re-
lation with said member. :

5. An article comprising a plurality of inflata-
ble members provided with means permitting in-

fiation thereof, a meaber provided with a plural-

ity of rigid heads, a portion of the imperforate
side wall-of eachof said inflatable members being
gathered about one of said heads, and means for
retaining said side walls in gathered relation with
safid member. = !

6. "An article compr 1smg a plurality of inflata-
ble members provided with means for permitting
inflation thereof, a member provided with a plu-
rality of substantially rigid heads, a portion of
the imperforate side wall of one of said inflatable
members being gathered about one of said heads,
g portion of the imperforate side wall of another
of said mermbers being gathered - about ‘another
of said -heads, and means for retaining the side

-walls' of said inflatable- membexs 1n gathered re-

Iation with said heads.

7. An article compfising a plurality of inflata-
ble members provided with msans for pérmitting
infiation thereof, a substantially rigid member
connected te the imperforate side wall of one of
said inflatable members by gathering a portion
of said side wall about said member, a second
substantmlly rigid member connected to the im-
peviorate side wall of another of sald inflatable
members by gathering & portion of said side wall
about said second member, and common means
for reiaining said side wails in gathered relation

with said substantially rigid members.

8. The method of connecting a plurality of in—
fAatable members together at their: imperforate
side walls, which comprises gathering- a portion
of the imperforate side walls .of the inflatable
member about a substantially rigid member and
securing said side walls in said gathered relation-
ship about said member.. -
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