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UNITED STATES PATENT office 
victoric are 

.Ples C. Hallmark, Florence, and Wyatt B. 
iHallmark, Belton, Tex. 

Application July 25, 1945, Serial No. 606,954 
(C. 39-24) Claim. 

1. 
The present invention relates to new and use 

ful improvements in gates, such as farm gates, 
and the like, and more particularly to a vehicle 
operated gate of this character pivotally sup 
ported at its lower edge for vertical Swinging 
movement and adapted to be moved into a hori 
ZOntal or open position by driving a vehicle 
against either side of the gate and maintained 
in Open position during the passage of the vehicle 
through the gate and embodying means for auto 
matically raising the gate into its closed position 
after the vehicle has passed therethrough. 
An important object of the present invention 

is to provide a gate of this character adapted for 
opening movement by the approach and contact 
of a vehicle with the gate from either side so that 
the vehicle may pass through the gate without 
stopping and which will be restored to its closed 
position after the vehicle passes. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a device of this character of simple and practical 
construction which is efficient and reliable in op 
eration, strong and durable, relatively inexpen 
sive to manufacture, and maintain in operative 
position, and which otherwise is well adapted for 
the purposes for which the same is intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the de 

tails of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings forming 
part hereof, wherein like reference numerals re 
fer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure i is a front elevational view, 
Figure 2 is a transverse Sectional view taken 

substantially on a line 2-2 of Figure 1, 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary top plan view of on 

end of the gate, 
Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary Sectional 

view of the plate attached to opposite sides of 
the gate for attaching the ramps thereto, 

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken substantially 
on a line 5-5 of Figure 2, and 

Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary perspec 
tive view of the pivoted end of one of the ramps. 

Referring now to the drawings in details, 
wherein, for the purpose of illustration, I have 
disclosed a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion, the numeral 5 designates a pair of posts 
Supported in upright, spaced apart relation by 
means of braces 6. A rod 7 has its ends sup 
ported in the posts at the lower ends thereof, and 
On which the lower edge of a gate 8 is pivotally 
mounted for vertical Swinging movement. 
To the opposite sides of the gate 8 adjacent its 

lower edge are secured pairs of U-shaped brackets 
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2 
9 by means of bolts or the like 0, the brackets 
including spaced parallel, outwardly projecting 
ears having openings 2 therein for receiving 
a transversely extending pin 3 on which the 
inner end of a ramp f4 is pivotally mounted by 
means of a bearing 5. 
The ramps 4 extend outwardly from opposite 

sides of the gate 8, as shown to advantage in 
Figure 2 of the drawings, in an inclined position, 
and to the underside of the ramps adjacent their 
outer ends are secured U-shaped brackets 6 on 
which rollers 7 are mounted to facilitate sliding 
movement of the ramps on the ground. Cement 
or other hard bases 8 are embedded in the 
ground under the rollers . The outer ends of 
the ramps 4 are preferably bevelled, as indi 
cated at 9, to lie flatly on the bases 8. 

Pulleys 2 are mounted at the upper ends of 
the posts 5 for horizontal Swinging movement by 
means of bearing brackets 2 having pins 22 re 
cessed in the top of the posts, and cables 23 are 
trained over the pulleys with one end attached 
to an adjacent edge of the gate 8 adjacent its 
upper edge and the other end of the cable hav 
ing a weight 24 attached thereto. - 

in the operation of the device, the gate 8 is 
normally maintained in its upright position be 
tween the posts 5 by means of the weights 24. 
Upon the approach of a vehicle at either side 

of the gate, the front wheels of the vehicle will 
ride on a pair of the ramps A and the bumper or 
front end of the vehicle Will strike the gate 8 to 
Swing the gate downwardly in a direction away 
from the direction of travel of the vehicle, as in 
dicated by the dotted lines in Figure 2, the gate 
and ramps thus being lowered by the traveling 
of the ramps on the rollers , thus permitting 
the vehicle to pass over the gate. 
After the wheels of the vehicle have Con 

pletely passed over the gate, the weights 24 will 
raise the gate to its upright position. 
As illustrated in Figure 1 of the drawing, a 

center ramp 25 is provided on which the front 
wheels of a tractor may travel. 

In view of the foregoing description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, it 
is believed that a clear understanding of the con 
struction, operation and advantages of the device 
will be quite apparent to those skilled in this art. 
A more detailed description is accordingly deemed 
unnecessary. 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though I have herein shown and described a pre 
ferred embodiment of my invention that the same 
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
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hended by the spirit of the invention as herein 
described and the scope of the appended claim. 
Having thus described the invention, what I 

claim as new is: 
A vehicle-operated gate mounted for vertical 

swinging movement in either direction into open 
and closed position by contact with a vehicle ap 
proaching from either side of the gate, counter 
balancing means for maintaining the gate in its 
raised or closed position, and ramps pivoted at 
one end directly to the sides of the gate to guide 
the wheels of the vehicle onto the gate at the 
approach side thereof and to hold the gate in its 
lowered position after the vehicle passes over the 
gate at its far side, the other ends of the ramps 
being free to slide along the ground during rais 
ing and lowering of the gate, rollers on the free 
ends of the ramps, and hard-surfaced bases em 
bedded in the ground under said rollers, said 
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4. 
ramps operating under the weight of a vehicle 
thereon after initial opening of the gate to follow 
Said gate and completely open the same. 

PLES C. HALLMARK, 
WYATT. B. HALLMARK. 
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