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The present invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in fastening devices for the ends of a shoe 
lace or other flexible tie to prevent a bow knot from be 
coming a hard knot by the ends of the lace working or 
being pulled backwardly out of bow tying position, or 
flapping into the bows so that a hard knot will be formed 
by pulling on either end of the lace. 
An important object of the invention is to provide a 

tubular fastening member in which each end of a tied 
lace is secured and securing the tubular fasteners to each 
other to secure the ends of the lace together for the pur 
pose above set forth. 
Another object of the invention is to construct the 

tubular fasteners for telescoping interlocking wedging, 
pull apart relation with each other. 
A still further object is to provide a device of this 

character of simple and practical construction, which is 
efficient and reliable in operation, neat and attractive 
in appearance, relatively inexpensive to manufacture and 
otherwise well adapted for the purpose for which the 
same is intended. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view; 
Figure 2 and 3 are side elevational views showing 

diametrically opposite sides of the tubular fastener mem 
bers connected to each other; 

Figure 4 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional view; and 
Figure 5 is a group perspective view of the pair of 

fastening members. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, wherein for 

the purpose of illustration I have disclosed a preferred 
embodiment of the invention, the numerals 5 and 6 
designate a pair of tubular fastening members of uniform 
diameter and the member 5 is formed with a conical tip 
7 at one end adapted for insertion in one end of the 
member 6 in friction-gripping interlocking, wedging, pull 
apart connection therewith. 
The inner end portion of the member 5 is formed with 

a longitudinal slot 8 which extends into the tip 7 and 
the inner end portion of member 6 is also formed with 
a longitudinal slot 9 aligned with the slot 8. The outer 
end portion of the member 5 is formed with a sub 
stantially semi-circular extension 10 having one longi 
tudinal edge portion spirally curved as shown at 11 to 
merge with a bayonet slot 12 formed in the extension 
10. The longitudinal slot 9 of the member 6 leads to a 
bayonet slot 13 adjacent the outer end portion of said 
member. The outer end portion of the member 6 is 
formed with a plurality of longitudinally extending 
pointed or sharpened prongs 14. 
In the operation of the device one end portion 15 of 

a shoe lace or other flexible tie is inserted in the slot 8 
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2 
of fastener member 5 and with the shoe lace extended in 
a direction toward the outer end of the member 5 and 
laterally outwardly through the bayonet slot 12 to anchor 
the end 15 of the lace therein. The other end portion 
16 of the lace is inserted in the outer end portion of the 
member 6 and laterally outwardly through the side there 
of through the longitudinal slot 9 and into the bayonet 
slot 13. 

After the lace has been tied in a bow knot as shown at 
17 and the ends 5 and 16 of the lace secured in the 
fastener members 5 and 6 in the manner indicated, the 
conical tip 7 or member 5 is inserted in the inner end of 
member 6 to frictionally secure the members in con 
nected relation with each other with a pull apart con 
nection. The fastener thus secures the ends of the lace 
to each other to prevent said ends from being pulled or 
working backwardly through the knot or flapping into 
the loops or the bows and a hard knot being formed 
when the ends of the lace are pulled upon. In case the 
end 6 is pulled, or works rearwardly, the pointed prongs 
24 of the member 6 will bite into the knot and prevent 
the fastener member from being pulled through the knot. 
The bayonet slots 12, 13 pinch the ends 15, 16 of the 
lace to hold said ends tight. The extension 10 and spiral 
edge portion 1 provide for guiding the end 15 into the 
bayonet slot 12. By aligning the slots 8, 9 the tip ends 
of the lace will be disposed at opposite sides of the 
fastener device to reduce tendency of the same to tangle. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A fastener for a flexible tie comprising a pair of 

tubular members frictionally fitting one within the other 
in telescoping pull-apart relation, each of said members 
being adapted to receive an end portion of a flexible tie 
in one end of the members, and a bayonet slot in one 
side of each of the members extending longitudinally and 
circumferentially thereof and through which the end 
portions of the tie pass outwardly of the members for 
retention in the slot, said members having longitudinal 
slots therein for reception of an intermediate portion of 
the flexible tie and for aligning to dispose the bayonet 
slots at opposite sides of the fastener so that said end 
portions are correspondingly disposed to reduce tendency 
of the same to tangle. 

2. The construction of claim 1 and including out 
wardly extending edge prongs on the outer end of at 
least one of the members for bighting contact with a 
knot in the tie to prevent the fastener from working 
through the knot in the tie. 
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