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(57) Abstract: The objective of the present invention is to
provide: a method for producing a modified polymer which
is capable of reducing the heat generation of a tire; a modi-
fied polymer which is obtained by this production method; a
rubber composition which contains this modified polymer;
and a pneumatic tire which uses this rubber composition. A
method for producing a modified polymer according to the
present invention is a production method of a modified poly-
mer which is obtained by moditying a conjugated diene
polymer (A) with a nitrone compound (B) having a carboxy
group. In this method for producing a moditied polymer, the
nitrone compound (B) is in the form of particles that have an
average length in the long side direction of 50 um or less.
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