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1 Claim. (CL 128—494)

The object of the present invention is to provide a
brassiere, the combination of elements including more
particularly an elastic band construction underlying the
cups and composed of two sleeve-like longitudinal elastic
band elements internally reinforced by relatively inelastic
strips attached to the back bands only at one end thereof,
so that when the brassiere is in position on the wearer,
the said elastic sleeve may have usual stretch structure
and the internal strips will follow the movement of elastic
sleeve and maintain such reinforcement, providing a
cushioning effect for comfort and preventing curling or
other deformation at the base of the cups.

The invention will be described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a front elevation of a brassiere con-
structed in accordance with the invention.

FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary plan view of a portion of
the brassiere underlying one cup, partly broken away
to show one of the reinforcing and cushioning strips
within the left hand sleeve, with the encircling slecves
partly stretched.

FIGURE 3 is a longitudinal section taken on the line
3—3, FIGURE 2, and enlarged.

FIGURE 4 is a vertical section taken on the line 4—4,
FIGURE 2, and enlarged.

Referring to the drawing, it will be seen that the cups
are indicated at 1 and at 2 are the usual backbands,
shoulder straps being shown at 3.

The cups may be of any desired construction. Seamed
to each cup is a fabric sleeve 4, one end of each sleeve
being seamed to an appropriate backband 2. These
bands are preferably -longitudinally elastic.

Within each sleeve 4 is a cushioning strip 5 which is
free for relative movement, in that it is seamed, and
hence held, only at one end, to wit a backband appro-
priate thereto.

FIGURE 4 shows a transverse section through one
of the sleeves 4, showing its connection with a cup by
means of the stitching 6, the under face of the garment
at that point having a reinforcing two-ply tape held in
position by the said stitching.
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In the present embodiment, the inner ends of the
sleeves are folded inwardly and secured by the stitches
8 and 9, to enclose a stiffening piece 7, as shown more
particularly in FIGURE 3.

In FIGURES 2 and 3, stretch has been given to the
sleeve 4, and the cushioning strips 5, as by pull outward-
ly on the backband, so that the inner ends of the cushion-
ing strips have followed the movement of the sleeves,
with the result that the inner ends of the cushioning
members will lie further apart than when the garment
is at rest, i.e. not in use by the wearer.

It will be understood that various modifications may
be made in the form and arrangement of the elements
constituting the embodiment illustrated in the drawing,
without departing from the spirit of the invention. ¥For
example, the ends of the cushioning strips may be fixed
at the meeting line of the sleeves between the cups, and
each cushioning strip may be free at its opposite end,
although the arrangement illustrated is preferred.

Having described my invention, what I claim and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is as follows:

In a brassiere, and in combination, a pair of cups and
two- backband members, each backband member being
secured to an appropriate ocup, the oups being seamed
together at their meeting line centrally of the brassiere,
two longitudinally-elastic sleeves, ecach sleeve being
seamed to an appropriate cup at the lower margin of
the latter and also seamed to an appropriate backband,
means for joining the sleeves at the median line between
the cups, and a cushioning strip within each sleeve, one
end of each cushioning strip being seamed to an appro-
priate backband and the opposite end of each strip being
free, the end portions of the sleeves at the median line
between the cups being turned inwardly upon the sleeve
fabric and held by seams passed through the sleeves,
and a stiffening member enclosed within said sleeve in-
turned portions.
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