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3,391,694 
HYPODERMC SYRINGE WITH IDENTIFICATION 

CARD HOLDER 
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California 
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4 Claims. (C. 128-218) 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A hypodermic syringe with a V-shaped notch in its 

plunger handle and with a thin flat control card wedged 
into this notch to insure the proper medicament is ad 
ministered to the proper patient. The notch is slanted 
for easier reading of the control card and can have walls 
with a series of steps to receive control cards of different 
thicknesses. 

This invention relates to a hypodermic syringe with an 
integral control cardholder. 

Control cards are used to indicate the particular me 
dicament within a hypodermic syringe and which patient 
is to receive an injection of this medicament. In many hos 
pitals today the syringes are filled in a central nurses' sta 
tion, pharmacy, or drug room and then carried on a tray 
to the patient where a nurse or physician gives the injec 
tion. - 

It is important that the control card bearing the names 
of the medicament and the patient stay with the particu 
lar syringe. If a control card gets with a wrong syringe 
and the wrong medicament injected into a patient, it could 
be fatal. 
A previous method of attaching a control card to a 

syringe involved slipping a card with a punched hole 
over an end of the syringe protector. However, this meth 
od requires specially made control cards and the card is 
held at an awkward reading angle when the syringe is 
horizontal and below eye level. This is usually the posi 
tion when the syringe is within a tray or lying on a table. 
An object of my invention is to provide a simple and 

economical control cardholder integral with a hypodermic 
syringe. 
Another object of my invention is to provide as an 

integral part of a hypodermic syringe a control cardholder 
that will receive and hold standard shape control cards of 
various thicknesses. 

Still another object of my invention is to provide a 
control cardholder positioned on a hypodermic syringe so 
as to remind the nurse or physician to check that the right 
medicament is going into the right patient before he 
pushes the syringe plunger. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
hypodermic syringe with an integral control cardholder 
that holds a control card in an easily readable position. 

Perhaps my invention can be better understood by re 
ferring to the drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of a syringe with 

a control card in an integral control cardholder; 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the syringe with a 

control card in an integral control cardholder; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevational 

view of the syringe plunger with integral control card 
holder; and 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevational 

view of the syringe plunger with a modified version of the 
control cardholder. 
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2 
With reference to the drawings, the hypodermic syringe 

has a barrel 1 with a needle 2 at one end and a plunger 
3 axially slideable within barrel 1. Plunger 3 has an en 
larged sealing tip at one end slideably engaging the bar 
rel 1 and a stem 4 which extends outwardly from an 
open end of barrel 1 to an integral thumb pad 5 at an 
opposite end of the plunger. Stem 4 has at least one 
laterally extending rib 6 with a notch 8 therein for grip 
pingly and wedgingly holding a thin, fiat control card 7. 
On control card 7 are indicia 12 indicating the particular 
medicament within the syringe and the particular patient 
to receive the medicament. 
The enlarged view of the plunger in FIGURE 3 shows 

opposed wall surfaces 11 on the plunger which converge 
inwardly from a mouth 9 to a crotch or apex 10 of notch 
8 for wedgingly holding control card 7. 
The notch has an axis through its crotch or apex 10 

and mouth 9 preferably forming an angle less than 90, 
such as 15 to 80, with the longitudinal axis of plunger 3. 
With the control card in such a notch having its mouth 9 
thus longitudinally displaced from the crotch or apex 10 
toward syringe barrel i, the face of control card 7 bearing 
indicia 12 is tilted upwardly toward the viewer's eyes. This 
makes the indicia 12 on control card 7 easy to read when 
the syringe is horizontal as within a tray or on a table. 

If desired, the wall surfaces 11 defining notch 8 can be 
stepped to conveniently hold control cards of varying 
thicknesses as shown in the modified version of notch 8 in 
FIGURE 4. 

In use the syringe is filled with medicament, the control 
card 7 filled out with the patient's name and his medica 
ment and then the control card is wedged into notch 8. The 
filled syringe is then delivered, usually on a tray, to the 
nurse or physician giving the patient his injection. As the 
nurse or physician picks up the syringe, the control card in 
notch 8 is an immediate remainder that he must remove 
the control card and check that he has the proper patient 
and medicament before pushing the plunger to give him 
his injection. 

In the foregoing specification I have used specific ex 
amples to illustrate my invention. It is understood, how 
ever, that certain modifications to these specific examples 
can be made by those persons skilled in the art without 
departing from the spirit and scope of this invention. 

I claim: 
1. In a hypodermic syringe, an axially slideable plunger 

having wall surfaces defining a notch which has sufficient 
width and depth to wedgingly hold an indicator card for 
matching medicament within the syringe with a particular 
patient, said wall surfaces converging inwardly in a plu 
rality of steps from a mouth to a crotch of said notch. 

2. In a hypodermic syringe, an axially slideable plunger 
including at least one laterally extending rib with opposed 
converging wall surfaces defining a notch of sufficient 
width and depth to wedgingly hold an indicator card for 
matching a medicament within the syringe with a partic 
ular patient, and an indicator card wedgingly held within 
said notch. 

3. The combination as set forth in claim 2 wherein the 
notch is slanted at an angle less than 90° relative to the 
plunger's longitudinal axis and the plunger has a generally 
triangularly-shaped overhanging portion adjacent one con 
verging wall surface. 

4. A hypodermic syringe comprising a tubular barrel 
partially closed at one end and open at an opposite end; a 
plunger telescoped into said barrel and longitudinally slide 
able therein, one end of said plunger having an enlarged 
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