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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CALVIN F. DARNELL, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA.

VOTING APPARATUS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters' Patent No. 563,361, dated July 7, 1896.
Application filed April 13, 1896. Serial No. 587,393, (No model))

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CALVIN F. DARNELL, a
citizen of the United States,residing at Indian-
apolis, in the county of Marion and State of
Indiana, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Voting Apparatus, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in voting apparatus; and it con-
sists of a folding or collapsible booth and a
ballot-box-supporting table of peculiar con-
struction, and will be hereinafter more par-
ticularly described, and pointed out in the
claims. ‘

The object of this my invention is to pro-
vide a voting-booth of one or more compart-
ments that can be rapidly folded into a com-
pact form to be packed in a small space when
not required for use and, at the same time,
capable of being unfolded and erected with
facility and rapidity when required for use,
and also to provide a collapsible or folding
table, the leaf or.top portion whereof is of a
chest or box form and the two sections of
which are adapted to be folded, one upon the
other, to form a case or box in which to inclose
the folded booth and the separable parts
thereof, and also the removable legs of the
table; also, to provide said table with suit-
able removable ballot-boxes, to which latter
are attached counters or registers and a suit-
able enunciator, by which means the number
of votes cast are registered and an alarm is
sounded simultaneously with the action of
casting a vote in the box. T attain these ob-
jects by means of the voting and balloting

“apparatus illustrated in the accompanying

drawings, in which similar numbers of refer-
ence designate like parts throughout the sev-
eral views.

Figure 1 is a front view of a voting-booth
composed of three voting or ballot-preparing
compartments. IFig. 2 is an end elevation of
the same. Fig. 3 is a plan view of the same.
Fig. 41is a side elevation of the ballot-box
table. Fig. 5 is a plan view of the same.

Fig. 6 is an inverted plan view of the same.
Fig. 7 is a transverse plan view of the same,
taken through the lines A B, see Figs. 4, 5,
and 6. Fig. 8 is a broken-off detail viewof a |
portion of the balloting-table, showing the lid

of the ballot-box. Fig. 9 isa longitudinal sec-
tion of the same, taken through the line C B,
see Fig. 8. Fig. 10 is a detail inverted plan

view of the ballot-box lid, showing the slot-

cover, counting mechanism, and enunciator.
Fig. 11 is a detail perspective sectional view
of the ballot-boxes telescoped one within the
other ready to be packed in the inclosing
case formed by the table-top. Fig. 12 is a
detail broken view of a portion of the voting-
booth, showing the manner of connecting the
ballot-preparing table to the back and sepa-
rating partitions of the booth; and Fig. 13 is
a detail broken sectional plan view of the
same. . .

The ballot-preparing booth consists of the
three compartments 1, 2, and 3, formed by
the folding back pieces 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9,
which are hinged together and to the sepa-
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rating partition-pieces 10 and 11.in such a .

manner that they fold one over the other into
a compact form ready for transportation or
to be packed or stored away ready for future
use.

The ballot-preparing tables 12 of the end
compartments 1 and 3 of the booth are sup-
ported at their outer ends by the removable
supporting-brackets 13, which are pivotally
and removably held by supporting-eyes 14,
secured in'any suitable manner to the folding
backs 4 and 9, and said tables are supported

at their inner ends by extending said ends"

into recesses formed in the inner sides of the
partitions 10 and 11, said tables held rigidly
in position against said partitions and said
folding backs by the catch-hooks 15 engaging
the eyes 16.

The table 17 of the inner compartment 2 has
its ends extending into the recesses formed in
the partitions 10 and 11, and said ends abut
the ends of the end tables 12, and are held in
position therein by the end hooks and eyes
18 and 19, similar to the end hooks and eyes
or catches 15 and 16.

The screen-supporting wires 20 are remov-
able and are supported in the eyes 21, which
are secured on the partitions 10 and 11, and
the end folding backs 4 and 9 of the booth, and
on these are suspended suitable curtains or
screens, (not shown,) preferably of a textile
fabrie, which completely hide the voter from
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observation. It willbealsoobserved that.the
screen or curtain.supporting wires 20 and the
tables 12 and 17 all unite to rigidly hold the
booth in proper position and form.

The balloting-table it composed of two top
pieces 22 and 23 of a hollow box form and

are hinged together to fold or close in the di-:

rection as shown by the arrows in Fig. 7, to
form an inclosing case, in which to pack the
booth when folded as well as the other -por-
tions of the balloting apparatus.
porting-legs 24 of the balloting-table are re-

movably secured tothe inner corners of the

latter by the angle-straps 25, and said legs are

also inclosed in the case formed by the fold-.

ing top of the balloting-table.

The ballot-holding boxes 26 are rectangu-
larin form and are formed withthe top flanges
27, by which said boxes are supported in the
ballot-box-receiving openings formed in .one

of the sections of the ballot-box-supporting.

table, and each box is provided with lids 28,
which fit into said openings formed in said
section of the balloting-table and are secured
therein by suitable locks, two to eachlid, each
of said locks being preferably different and
requiring a different form of key, which is
provided for the purpose of preventing tam-
pering with the ballot-boxes. Ialso provide
the slot-covers 29 for covering the slot-open-
ings atthe under side of the lids of the ballot-
boxes, and which are adapted to slide between
the guides 30 and to be operated manually
from the outside of the said lid by means
of the finger-button 31, which is securely
attached to the sliding cover. The sliding
covers 29 are held closed against their stops
32 by means of suitable tension-springs 33.
The bell 34 is operated by the arm 35, con-
nected with said sliding coverin such a man-
ner as to contact with the lever of the bell to
cause an alarm to be sounded on the slightest
movement of said covers 29. I also provide
suitable counting-wheels 36 and 37, which are
operated by a suitable pawl 38, secured to the
sliding cover to move therewith, and is

adapted to engage the teeth of the pawl or.
ratchet-wheel 39 to move the same one tooth
1 on the inner sides of said lids covering said

for each reciprocal movement of said slides.

The pawl or ratchet-wheel is preferably:
provided with ten teeth, and this wheelisse-:
cured on the primary counter-wheel 36 of!
Thus as the smaller counter-wheel |
makes one rotation the larger wheel 37 will:
rotate through the distance of one tooth,!
thereby making the secondary wheel a mul-.
The inner faces of each of the:
wheels are provided with numbers corre-:
sponding to the number of teeth in said,
wheels, and said numbers are read through:
suitable openings 40, formed in the ballot-box
I provide the spring-retaining pawl 41
for the purpose of engaging the ratchet-:
wheel of the countingmechanism for the pur-

one tooth.

tiple of ten.

lids.

pose of preventing a backward movement of
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the mechanism, and to secure a proper regis-
tration of thenumber of votes deposited.
‘When it isrequired to fold up the entire ap-
paratus into a small compass for transporta-
tion, the tables 12 and 17 and the curtain-
carrying wires of the booth are removed
therefrom, and said booth is folded up, as
shown by the direction of the arrows in Fig.
3, the legs 24 of the ballot-box-supporting
table, and the ballot-boxes 26 are also re-
moved and telescoped, as shown in Fig. 11,
and these together with all the other parts
of the appmatus are placed within the fold-

ing .case top .of the balloting-table, and the

1atter is closed and securely fastened by a
snitable lock. The lids of the ballot-boxes
are now replaced in position in their recesses
in the table and locked therein, and the -en-
tire apparatus is nowready to be stored away
for future use when required.

Having thus described the nature and ob-
ject of this my invention, what I claim as
new and useful, and desire to cover by Let-
ters Patentof the United States therefor, is—

1. A collapsible voting-booth havmg a-se-
ries of separate compartments each compart-
ment composed of a suitable folding hinged
back and a separating-partition hinged to

each of said backs, in combination with com-.

partment-tables removably secured in said
compartments top screen-wires .connecting
said folding backs and said partitions, all
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. A folding balloting-table composed of
two folding box-sections hinged together, to
form an inclosing case and provided with
suitable supporting-legs removably secured
thereto, in combination with a series of ballot-
receiving boxes removably secured to said
table,.all substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

3. In a balloting .apparatus, the combina-
tion with a supporting-table having its top

divided into two folding box-sections one of
which is cut outtoreceive the balloting-boxes-

26, suitable inclosing lids adapted to fit in
said openings and remoyvably secured therein
said lids provided with slot-openings, .covers

slots, means whereby said covers may be op-
erated to uncover said slots from the exterior

of said lids, a suitable alarm mechanism.and

counting and registering devices attached to
the interior of each lid and adapted to be
operated only when said slot-coveris-moved,
all substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

CALVIN F. DARNEILL.
Witnesses:

THOMPSON R. BELL
Francis M. SPRINGER
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