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bandwidth (e.g., where data is to be transmitted via a network interface). The compres
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which compression is performed and the amount that a data segment is compressed.
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Continuation of Box II. 2

Claims Nos. :

The independent claims of this application refers to "successful
compression", without defining what this means. In the second paragraph
of page 6 it is stated "In some cases,, it may be more efficient to not
compress one or more data segments within a file because they will not
compress significantly enough to warrant the CPU overhead and procesing
time for the compression algorithm itself" and "Thus, it is assumed that
if a data segment cannot be compressed successfully, other adjacent data
segments within the data stream will not or are not likely to compress
successfully". In the third paragraph of page 6 it is stated that the
threshold for "successful compression" in terms of compression ratio
(size reduction) may depend on CPU availability. The application does
not disclose what is meant by "segment" or "file" (if a segment is part
of a file). This means, that e.g. a whole textfile (e.g. a book), can be
a "segment". Therefore, when "successful" is understood as referring to
compression ratio, then it is not understood why there should be any
correlation between compressibility. between adjacent "segments" (e.g.

books). On the other hand, if "successful" refers to the priority
assigned to the compression process, then it is not disclosed in the
application why there should be any correlation between the priority
assigned to (only?) adjacent segments. One might assign a fixed low

priority to the compression process, but then it would depend on CPU
load of other processes whether or not, or how often, compression takes
place at all. Even then, if the compression gets no CPU time, then the
compression would simply take longer, and it is not understood why then
some segments should be skipped, given that it is not disclosed what the
segment size has to do with the CPU load due to other processes. Claim 1
defines that "one or more of the plurality of segments in proximity to
the one of the plurality of segments of data that has been
unsuccessfully compressed" are skipped before attempting compression to
another segment, but it is not disclosed how many segments are to be
skipped. Does "plurality of segments in proximity" all low that e.g. a
thousand or a million segments are skipped?

The search has therefore been limited to process interruption due to
e.g. CPU overload and to common data compression.

It is known (O'Brien) to assign different priorities to processes
running on a CPU or in a network, and to terminate .low priority
processes in case of CPU overload or network congestion. A data
compression process may have low priority (depends on the user), and
therefore data compression may be terminated or skipped as long as this
is necessary in view of overload or congestion. However, the application
does not disclose what a "segment" is, and therefore it is not clear why
one or more further "segments " should be skipped in case of
"unsuccessful" compression of the present segment - overload or

congestion conditions vary with time, as this depends also on other
running processes, and this application does not show any example of
segment skipping under realistic overload or congestion conditions.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is

normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome.
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Box No. Il Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/lSA/210

3. Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers allsearchable
claims.

D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reportcovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest 1 IThe additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
I J1npaaymmenntt ooff aa nprroottesstt fefeee ..

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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