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1. 
This invention relates to hangers and more 

particularly to a hanger device by which pictures, 
mirrors and other articles may be hung on walls 
or other vertical Surfaces. 

It has been observed and well known for many 
years that mirrors, pictures or other articles, 
Which, are suspended from a Wall hook by means 
of a wire extending between fastening means 
at either side of such articles, tend to move out 
of proper vertical position and become tilted to 
one side or the other. This movement is oc 
casioned in most instances by building vibrations 
resulting from the passage of heavy trucks, 
Streetcars, trains or the like; but it sometimes 
is the consequence of the article being struck in 
advertently during cleaning or dusting. After 
being so tilted, the suspended articles then were 
incapable of reassuming their proper position 
and remained in tilted position until they were 
readjusted by manual operation. This tendency 
of Such Suspended articles to become and remain 
tilted has, therefore, long been a source of con 
Stant irritation and annoyance, although some 
attempts have been made to provide a solution 
for the problem. 

- HOWever, Such attempts have for one reason 
Or another proven unsuccessful with the result 
that until the advent of the hanger device con 
prising my in Vention, no means for suspending 
or hanging articles on Walls and capable of re 
storing the articles to proper vertical position 
had been found commercially acceptable. Some 
of Such previous devices failed to operate satis 
factorily or even to accomplish the ultimate pur 
pose for which they had been devised. 

For instance, one such relatively unsuccessful 
hanger device comprised a frame which was 
SWingably supported on a vertical wall and pro 
vided with a rotatable roller fixed on the rear 
of the frame at its bottom for rotative move 
ment against the Wall. However, this device 
was not adaptable to all types of wall surfaces 
in that the roller was unable to freely rotate over rough Wall surfaces and actually prevented re 
turn of the frame to normal vertical position. 
This inability of the roller to rotate freely at 
all times was also caused in part by the fact 
that the roller was fixed in position. 
Other devices, although being relatively suc 

cessful in performing their designed purposes, 
Were nevertheless expensive or were so compli 
cated that their correct installation was rendered 
impossible by those inexperienced in mechanics. 

It is, therefore, an object of the present inven 
tion to provide an improved hanger device for 
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2 
suspending or hanging articles-on walls or other 
vertical surfaces. Another object of my invention is to provide 
an improved hanger device by which articles 
such as pictures, mirrors or other articles may 
be suspended on walls or other vertical surfaces 
and may be automatically returned to proper 
vertical position upon lateral tilting movement 
thereof. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

an improved hanger device for suspending 
articles such as pictures, mirrors or other articles 
on walls or other vertical surfaces which may 
be readily installed on such articles and by which 
the articles may be suspended and automatically 
returned to proper vertical position upon lateral 
tilting movement thereof. 

Still another object of my invention is to pro 
Wide an improved hanger device of the foregoing 
character that is capable of being adjusted and 
applied to articles such as pictures, mirrors or 
the like: in a Variety of different sizes. 
: A-still further object of my invention is to pro 
Wide an improved type of disengageable chain 
link with which link chains of a variety of de 
Sired lengths may be formed. 
Other and further objects of my invention will 

become apparent hereinafter as this description 
progresses, reference being had to the accom 
panying dra Wing in Which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the improved 
hanger device comprising my invention illus 
trated in operable, applied position on the back 
of a picture frame and in suspended engagement 
With a Wall hook; 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevational view of my improved 
hanger device secured in operable position on 
the rear side of a picture frame with part of 
the Suspended bearing plate broken away; 

Fig. 3 is a vertical-sectional view of the lower 
portion of the hanger device showing the details 
of construction of the suspended bearing plate, 
the right-hand Swingable pendulum, the pendu 
lum bearing and the pendulum plate; 

Fig. 4 is a front elevational view of an im 
proved form of link of which the suspension 
chains of the hanger device are: comprised; and 

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view of the improved 
form link shown in Fig. 4. 
In the drawing, the improved hanger device is 

shown as applied to the back of a picture frame, 
although it is to be understood that the device 
has application to mirrors and a variety of other 
objects which are hung from Walls. 

Referring more specifically to Figs. 1 and 2 of 
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bearings 3 and 3, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3 of 
the drawing, are formed of flat plate elements 
folded backwardly and upwardly upon themselves 
at their lower ends so as to be substantially U 
shaped in cross section at their lower ends. Each 
of the upstanding portions of the U-shaped ends 
of the pendulum bearings 3 and 32 are provided 
with circular openings, shown in the drawing only 
With respect to bearing 32 and indicated by the 
numerals 32d and 32b. Supported in and ex 
tending through the circular Openings of the 
pendulum bearings 3f and 32 are freely rotat 
able bearing balls 36 and 37 which are adapted 
to be in rolling engagement with the outer faces 
of the suspended bearing plate 26 and the fixed 
plate 30 when the frame 4 is suspended from 
the wall hook 8. The bearing balls 36 and 37 
upon engagement with the bearing plate 26 main 
tain the picture frame 4 in Spaced relationship 
away from the wall 6 to provide sufficient clear 
ance for the suspension cords 20 and 24 and pre 
vent their engagement with the back of the pic 
ture frame 4. 
A picture frame 4 which has been hung from 

a Wall hook 8 by means of the improved hanger 
device comprising my invention is capable of 
maintaining itself in its straight or plumb posi 
tion. If lateral movement of the frame 4 is 
produced as the result of building vibration. Such 
as is commonly caused by heavy trucks, street 
cars, trains or the like or as the result of being 
disturbed upon dusting or cleaning, the picture 
frame 4 will readily and freely return of its own 
accord to its straight position. The two bearing 
balls 36 and 37 during such lateral movement of 
the frame 4 are in freely rolling and relatively 
frictionless contact with the Smooth outer Sur 
faces of the suspended and Swing able bearing 
plate 26 and the fixed plate 39 and, therefore, the 
bearing pressure of the lower end of the picture 
frame 4 against the wall 6 is without any re 
tarding effect as far as preventing return of the 
frame 4 to proper vertical position is concerned. 
The small amount of fraction arising from the ball 
bearing contact above described is also further 
reduced by the fact that the pendulum bearings 
3 and 32 which contain the freely rolling balls 36 
and 37 are hung for free pivotal or swingable 
movement from the rivets 33 and 34 and the bear 
ing plate 26 is freely suspended from the ring fl. 
As a result of the foregoing construction, there 
exists no fixed or rigid relationship between the 
bearing plate 26 and the pendulum plate 3. 
Their operation is substantially frictionless for 
all practical purposes, which facilitates the auto 
matic return of the frame 4 to proper position. 
Another factor in keeping the frame 4 in 

proper vertical position or permitting its return 
thereto is that the chains to and f f and the sus 
pension cord 20 are so freely and loosely con 
nected and supported by the ring that they 
are able to readily reassume their proper angles 
of suspension from the ring in the event rela 
tive movement between those parts occurs. 
My improved hanger device, although being 

efficient and practical in operation, also has a 
simplicity of construction that enables it to be 
applied in correct operable position to articles to 
be hung from walls by even those most inexperi 
enced in mechanics. Its installation may be ac 
complished by following a few simple instruc 
tions and by making a few correct and accurate 
measurementS. 
Although I have set forth one form of an in 

proved hanger device comprising my invention, 
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it is to be understood that changes in details of 
construction may be resorted to without depart 
ing from the Scope arid spirit of the appended 
claims. - 

I claim: 
1. A hanger device for hanging an object from 

a vertical. Wall surface comprising means for 
SWingably supporting said object on the vertical 
wall, a freely swingable member interposed be 
tween the surfaces of said wall and said object, 
and a freely rotatable member carried by Said 
freely SWingable member and adapted to engage 
one of said surfaces for rotation thereagainst 
upon relative Swinging movement of said object 
or said freely SWingable member. 

2. A hanger device for hanging an object from 
a vertical wall surface comprising means for 
Swing ably supporting said object on said vertical 
Wall, a freely SWingable member interposed be 
tween the lower portion of the object and the wall, 
and a rotatable member carried by Said freely 
SWingable member and adapted to engage Sur 
faces of said Wall and said object for rotative 
movement thereagainst. 

3. A hanger device for hanging an object from 
a vertical wall surface comprising means for 
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SWingably supporting said object on Said vertical 
Wall, a freely SWingable member Secured to said 
object, and a rotatable member carried by said 
freely SWingable member and adapted to engage 
surfaces of said Wall and said object for rotative 
novernent thereagainst. 

4. A hange device for hanging an object from 
a vertical wall surface comprising means for 
swingably supporting said object on said vertical 
Wall, a bearing plate member supported below the 
point of swingable. Support, and adapted to en 
gage said vertical Wall surface, a freely SWingable 
member secured to said object between the bear 
ing plate member and the object, and a rotatable 
member carried by Said freely SWingable member 
and adapted to engage the Surface of said bearing 
plate member. 

5. A hanger device for hanging an object from 
a vertical wall Surface comprising means for 
Swingably Supporting Said object on said Wertical 
wall, a bearing plate member supported at the 
lower portion of the object and adapted to engage 
said vertical wall surface, a freely Swingable 
member interposed between the bearing plate 
member and the object, and a rotatable member 
carried by said freely SWingable member and 
adapted to engage Surfaces of Said bearing plate 
member and said object. 

6. A hanger device for hanging an object from 
a vertical Wall Surface comprising means for 
Swingably supporting Said object on Said vertical 
wall, a bearing plate member freely suspended at 
the lower portion of Said object and adapted to 
engage said vertical Wall Surface, Suspension 
means for freely suspending said plate member 
from said object, a plurality of freely swingable 
members Secured to said object in Spaced relation 
adjacent its bottom, and a plurality of rotatable 
members carried by said respective freely swing 
able members and adapted to engage Surfaces of 
the freely suspended plate member and Said ob 
ject for rotative movement thereagainst. 

7. A hanger device for hanging an object from 
a vertical wall surface comprising means for 
swingably supporting said object on Said vertical 
wall, a bearing plate member freely suspended at 
the lower portion of said object and adapted to 
engage said vertical wall surface, Suspension 
means for freely suspending said plate member 
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from said object, a fixed plate member secured 
to said object at its lower portion, a plurality of 
freely swingable members pivotally secured in 
spaced relation to the fixed plate member, and a 
plurality of rotatable members carried by said re 
spective freely swingable members and adapted to 
engage surfaces of the freely suspended plate 
member and said fixed plate member for rotative 
movement thereagainst. 

8. A hanger device for hanging an object from 
a vertical wall surface comprising a plurality of 
elongated suspension elements of equal length 
adapted to be secured at their lower respective 
ends to the object at its respective sides, a central 
supporting member at the top of said object con 
nected to the upper ends of said elongated Sus 
pension elements, a bearing plate member freely 
suspended at the lower portion of said object and 
adapted to engage said vertical Wall surface, sus 
pension means for suspending said plate men 
ber from said object, a freely SWingable member 
secured to said object at its lower portion, and 
a rotatable member carried by said freely SWing 
able member and adapted to engage Surfaces of 
said freely suspended plate member and Said 
object for rotative movement thereagainst. 

9. A hanger for hanging an object from a ver 
tical Wall surface comprising a plurality of flex 
ible elongated Suspension elements of equal 
length adapted to be Secured at their lower re 
spective ends to said object at its respective sides 
at points equally spaced from the Center vertical 
line of said object and below the center horizon 
tal line thereof, a central supporting member at 
the top of said object having its center in align 
ment with the center vertical line of said object 
and being Connected to the upper ends of Said 
elongated Suspension elements, a bearing plate 
member freely suspended at the bottom of Said 
object and adapted to engage said vertical wall 
surface, flexible suspension means also in align 
ment With the Center Vertical line of Said object 
for Suspending Said plate member and connected 
at its upper end to Said central supporting mem 
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ber and at its lower end to said freely Suspended 
plate member, a freely swingable member se 
cured to said object at its lower portion, and a 
rotatable member carried by said freely swing 
able member and adapted to engage surfaces of 
said freely suspended plate member and said ob 
ject for rotative movement thereagainst. 

10. A hanger device for hanging an object from 
a vertical wall surface comprising a plurality of 
elongated suspension elements of equal length. 
adapted to be secured at their lower respective 
ends to said object at its respective sides, a cen 
tral Supporting ring adjacent the top of said ob 
ject and loosely connected to the upper ends of 
Said elongated Suspension elements, a bearing 
plate member freely suspended at the bottom of 
said object and adapted to engage said vertical 
Wall surface, suspension means for suspending 
said plate member and loosely connected at its 
upper end to Said central supporting ring and at 
its lower end to said freely suspended plate mem 
ber, a freely SWingable member secured to said 
object at its lower portion, and a rotatable mem 
ber carried by said freely swingable member and 
adapted to engage Surfaces of said freely sus 
pended plate member and said object for rota 
tive movement thereagainst. 

IUCIUS D. GOLDEN. 
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