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This invention relates to a building block lift 
ing tool. 

It has long been recognized that handling 
building blocks in the building trade is a difficult 
problem, due to the weight of the blocks and 
the consequent wear on the Workmen who lift 
and lay the blocks. 
Bare hands and even gloves suffer When lifting 

the blocks. Attempts have been made to provide 
tools to handle the situation, but such tools are 
of a complicated construction and while capable 
of lifting blocks they do not permit of ready and 
quick taking hold of the blocks to lift them. 
According to my invention, I provide a simple 

tool embodying a handle, a fixed claw-like jaw 
and an adjustable claw-like jaw mounted on the 
handle to cooperate with the fixed jaw. 
An important object of the invention is to pro 

vide a simple tool construction which can be 
quickly manipulated to engage and grip a build 
ing block. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved 

tool; 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation showing the tool grip 

ping a building block, that same may be lifted; 
and 

Fig. 3 is a similar view but showing a different 
Way the tool can be used to lift a block. 
In the drawing, indicates a handle, On one 

end of which is a fixed jaw-like claw 2. The claw 
curves rearwardly toward the free end of the 
handle and is split at 3 to provide two rearwardly 
extending prongs 4-4. Between the handle and 
the tips of the prongs 4-4, on the rear face of 
the claw 2 is a horizontal rib 5. 

Slidably mounted on the handle is an adjust 
able claw-like jaw i, which extends from a sleeve 
8, and curves toward the fixed jaw. The free end 
of the jaw 7 is split to provide two prongs 9-9 
which cooperate with the prongs 4-4 on the 
fixed jaw 2, or the horizontal rib 5 to engage and 
to hold a block. 
While it is not absolutely necessary to secure 

the slidable jaw to the handle, I provide a set 
Screw to threaded in the sleeve to engage the 
handle and thus secure the two elements together 
if so desired. 
In use, the slidable jaw is adjutsed toward the 

fixed jaw, then the two jaws are straddled over 
a wall f2 of a building block 3, the terminals of 
the prongs 9-9 on the slidable jaw 7 engaging 
the inner surface of the wall, while the terminals 
of the prongs 4-4 of the fixed jaw engage the 
outer surface of the wall at a point beyond where 
the prongs of the slidable jaw engage the inner 
surface of the wall, as shown in Fig. 2. Then by 
raising the handle the two sets of prongs grip 
the block wall, with the result that the block 
can be conveniently carried. 
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Obviously when the prongs bite into the oppo 

Site Surfaces of the wall of the block, and the 
handle is raised or tilted with reference to the 
block, as shown in dotted ines in Fig. 2, thus 
effecting frictional gripping between the prongs 
and the block, the tool and the block are effec 
tively secured together. w 
The wall of the block may be engaged by the 

prongS on the slidable jaw and the horizontal rib 
On the fixed jaw, as shown in Fig. 3. In this in 
Stance the prongs on the fixed jaw project beyond 
the block, and the bearing points of the wall are 
on the rib 5 on the inner surface of the fixed 
jaw at 2, and the terminals of the prongs 9-9 
are on the slidable jaw, as shown in Fig. 3. 
From the foregoing description it is evident 

that I have provided a simple, cheap and con 
Venient tool to enable a mechanic to move or 
manipulate building blocks without in any way 
touching the blocks with the hands. 
What is claimed: 
A building block lifting tool, comprising a hori 

Zontal handle, a fixed jaw depending from one 
end of the handle and at right angle thereto, 
the free end of the fixed depending jaw being 
slightly curved toward the front end of the han 
dle, a siidable depending jaw mounted on the 
handle, said depending sliding jaw being shorter 
than the depending fixed jaw and having jaws 
curved toward the inner face of the fixed depend 
ing jaw and spaced a Substantial distance from 
Said fixed jaw, a transverse rib on the front Sur 
face of the depending fixed jaw, said transverse 
rib being located above the bottom of the fixed 
jaw, the slidable jaw terminating in substantial 
horizontal alignment with the rib on the fixed 
jaw, whereby When lifting a block the outer end 
will be engaged between the lower end of the 
slidable jaw and the rib on the fixed jaw or be 
tWeen the shorter slidable jaw and the lower end 
of the depending fixed jaw. 
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