Sept. 6, 1960  C.H.ENGH 2,951,312

~ COLLAPSIBLE MINIATURE HOUSE

R

r7G.3

(1G4
/2] — —
/0 | MNVENTOR
e 5 _ By CASPER [ ENGH
&’  illimunedsy ot Yyt

AT TORNEYS



ﬁgitcd States Patent O

S

2,951,312

Patented Sept. 6, 1960

CcC

1

: S 2,951,312
COLLAPSIBLE MINIATURE HOUSE
Casper H. Engh, 803 8th St., Fargo, N. Dak.
Filed Oct. 17, 1957, Ser. No. 690,647
2 Claims. (CI. 46—19) '

This invention relates genefally to ‘miniature houses
and particularly to one which can be compactly shipped

in a knocked-down condition, and which may be readily -

assembled. . .

It is an object of my present invention to provide a
miniature house for use as a bird house or toy house,
which consists of a number of prefabricated sections,
particularly constructed to facilitate compact shipment
and easy assembly into erected position.

It is another object to provide a small miniature house
made in a plurality of prefabricated sections with means
for securely holding said sections in assembled relation.

More specifically, it is an object to provide a collapsi-
ble miniature house provided with corner anchoring posts,
specifically constructed to positively hold all of the sec-
tions in interfitted assembled relation..

These and other objects and advantages of my inven-
tion will more fully appear from the following descrip-
tion made in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings wherein like reference characters refer to the same
or similar parts throughout the several views, and in
which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a house embodying my
invention, with portions thereof broken away.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary longitudinal vertical sectional
view taken substantially along the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional view taken
substantially along the line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view taken
substantially along the line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary transverse vertical sectional
view taken substantially along the line 5—5 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary transverse horizontal section
view taken substantially along the line 6—6 of Fig. 1.

As illustrated in the accompanying drawings, I pro-
vide a base section 10, consisting of a stiff panel member,
and having a plurality of angle-shaped slots 102 formed
therein. The slots 102 define the corners of a rectangle
and side panels 11, and end panels 12 extend respective-
ly therebetween. Suitable means are provided at the
ends of side wall sections 11 and end panel sections 12
to permit the same to be interfitted, such as the tongue
and notch arrangement itlustrated, which incorporates
the spaced-apart tongue elements 11a and 12a of the re-
spective panels 11 and 12. Notches are provided be-
tween each of the tongue elements, so that the tongues
11a of the side panels are received in close-fitting re-
lation with the notches of the end panels 12 and the
tongues 122 of the end panels are received in close-
fitting relation within the notches of the side panels 11,
This close-interfitting relationship at the corners greatly
facilitates assembly of the panels, since it provides means
for temporarily holding the corners together by the fric-
tional engagement of the respective tongues in the notches,
to permit subsequent completion of the assembled unit.

The interior of the house may be subdivided, as by a
plurality of partitions, such as the dividing partitions
13 and 14. Also, a platform 15 may be provided above

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

60

66

60

65

70

2
said partitions to provide housing accommodation space
in the gable area below the roof. ‘

A pair of roof panels 16 are supported on the upper
gable edges of the end panels 12, and said roof panels
have angle-shaped slots formed therethrough directly
above the corners of the wall sections to permit an an-
gle-shaped corner anchoring column 17 to be inserted
slidably therethrongh. An abutment 174 is provided at
the top of said angle post 17 to engage the area of the
roof sections 16 adjacent the angular slots therethrough.
I have found it to be convenient to provide a slight ta-
per on the cross-sectional area of the angular post mem-
bers 17 to facilitate insertion thereof through the.roof
slots, downwardly adjacent the margidal end portions
of the wall panels 11 and 12, and into the angular slots
10a provided in the base 10 to form corner anchoring
posts which not only hold the roof downwardly against
the upper ends of the wall sections, but also positively
anchor the corners of the wall sections, as best shown
in Figs. 1 and 6. Suitable means for locking each cor-
ner post 17 downwardly in tightly-clamped relation, are
provided, such as the tapered locking pins 18, shown in
Fig. 4, which underlie the base panel 10, as illustrated.
The roof-engaging surface of the abutment or enlarged
top portion 17a of the anchor post 17, is beveled at a
similar angle to the pitch of the roof 16, so as to fit
downwardly thereagainst, as described. A ridge mem-
ber 19 is provided for overlying the upper marginal edge
portions of the roof sections 16, as best shown in Figs.
1, 2 and 5, and is securely held in position by the chim-
ney member 20, which has a pair of downwardly-ex-
tending anchoring rods 21, best shown in Fig, 5, which
are held against the roof sections 16 by underlying, ta-
pered pins similar to the pins 18.

It will be apparent that the miniature house illustrated

- is adapted for use as a bird house, and when so used, a

pair of perch platforms 22, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3,
are provided and extend inwardly through suitable slots
formed in the end walls 12, and extend under the mar-
ginal end portion of the horizontal platform panel sec-
tion 15.

It will be seen that I have provided a relatively simple
minjature house construction, which is particularly
adapted for easy and rigid assembly, and may be used
as a bird house in the form illustrated, or obviously
could be adapted for use as a child’s doll house, or even
in a larger form, such as a dog house.

It will, of course, be understood that various changes
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro-
portions of the parts, without departing from the scope
of my invention, which consists of the matter shown and
described herein and set forth in the appended claims,

What is claimed is:

1. A miniature house constructed of a plurality of
prefabricated individual sections, comprising a base sec-
tion, side and end wall panels supported on said base
section, the side and endwall panels engaging each other
at the corners and having interfitting tongue and mnotch
portions preventing inward movement of the panels, roof
sections supported on the upper edges of said wall panels,
corner anchoring posts having a cross sectional shape in
the form of an angle and overlapping the tongue and
notch portions of said wall panels at the exterior side
of the respective corners thereof, said roof sections and
said base section having angle-shaped slots at the respec-
tive corners of the wall sections and receiving said angle-
shaped corner posts therethrough, roof hold-down means
at the top of said posts and integral therewith, and re-
leasable means at the bottom of the posts and underly-
ing the base section and locking the base section to pos-
itively clamp the wall panels between the roof sections
and the base section.
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2. A miniature house constructed of a plurality of
prefabncated “individual secuons, comprising a base sec-
tion, side and endwall panels supported on said base sec-
tion, the side and endwall panels having interfitting means
at the corners preventmg 'nward movement of he panels
roof sections supported on the upper edges of said wall
panels corner anchormﬂ posts having a cross sectlonal
shape in the form ‘of an angle and prolectmg through
correspondmgly shaped slots in the roof and. l)ase sec-
tions and overlapping the margmal corner pornons of
said wall ‘panels at the respective corners thereof to; hold
nthe wall. panels from moving outwardly, sald corner
posis having roof hold—down means engaging, the top
surfaces. of the roof sections and also having means
below the base séction for locking the same and pos-
itively. clampmg the wall panels between said roof sec-
tions -and said base section, a ridge member having ‘a
generally L-shaped cross sectien overlying the intersec-
tion between said roof sections at the upper. edges there-
of, a chxmney—hke structure overlying the ridge mem-
ber and engaging the roof sections on oppos1te sides of
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the rldge member and mcludlng a pair of depending rods
projecting through apertures in the roof sections to pre-
vent movement of the roof sections downwardly away
from the ridge member, and means on the rods beneath
the roof sections and clamping the roof sections against
the chimney structure.
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