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This invention relates to a clamp adapted to 
be placed on the edge of cloth during a finishing 
process for causing a turned in or folded selvage 
edge to be Straightened out to normal position. 
Very often in finishing machinery, such as 

bleaching, dyeing, and other finishing processes, 
the cloth as it is brought from one machine to 
another, passes between various rolls, bars, and 
the like. Since this cloth in bleaching and dye 
ing, and other finishing processes is usually in a 
moist or wet condition, it is very easy for the 
Seiwages to, while travelling, get against some 
fixed object which will cause its selvage to turn 
under and be doubled. It is very desirable that 
this be straightened back out so that in the 
future finishing or treating processes, the cloth 
Will be perfectly Smooth from one edge to an 
other. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
clamp or clip adapted to be inserted over the sel 
Wage edge at the beginning portion of the doubled 
or turned in portion, so that this clamp can pass 
through the succeeding finishing processes, such 
as between rollers, bars, and the like without be 
coming displaced, and the clamp holding the out 
turned folded portion of the selvage edge at its 
beginning portion will cause the rollers, bars, and 
the like with which the cloth thereafter comes in 
contact, to straighten out this inturned selvage 
edge for its entire length to its original position. 

It is another object of this invention to provide 
means adapted to be placed on the edge of a 
piece of cloth while travelling from one machine 
to another or through a machine during a fin 
ishing proceSS, and at the beginning end of a 
doubled Selvage portion, to cause this doubled 
Selvage portion to be straightened out to single 
ply or original position by passing through the 
Succeeding operations. 
Some of the objects of the invention having 

been Stated, other objects will appear as the de 
Scription proceeds, when taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view showing a piece of 
cloth passing between a pair of rollers and the 
like; 

Figure 2 is an elevation of Figure 1, looking at 
the lower edge of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the lower central 
portion of Figure 1 on a greatly enlarged scale; 
Figure 4 is a top plan view of the clip or clamp 

showing it disassociated from the edge of the 
cloth; 

Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along 
the line 5-5 in Figure 3, on an enlarged Scale; 
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Figure 6 is an end view of the clamp taken along 
the line 6-6 in Figure 4. 

Referring more specifically to the drawing, the 
numeral ) indicates a piece of cloth travelling 
from one machine to another or from one part 
of a machine to another part of the same ma 
chine during a finishing process, where it will 
be engaged by rollers, bars, and the like. In the 
drawing, there is shown a pair of rollers and 
i2 between which the cloth is passing. This cloth 
very often has an inturned edge 27, which it is 
desirous to turn outwardly to cause the cloth to 
occupy a pianular position throughout its width. 
The invention provides a clamp or clip 5 made 

of Some resilient material Such as Wood, plastic, 
and the like, and having a pair of slots 6 and 7 
cut therein for a major portion of its length. The 
material out of Which member 5 is made is re 
silient so that the tongues formed by the cutting 
of the slots 6 and it can be flexed laterally. By 
the cutting of the slots, a central prong 8 is 
formed, and outer prongs 9 and 20 are also 
formed. It is therefore seen that prongs 9 and 
20 can be raised upwardly at their free end and 
prong i8 be pressed downwardly or hooked un 
derneath the edge of the Selvage after the folded 
portion 2 has been turned outwardly near its 
beginning portion, and with the prong 8 rest 
ing on top on One side of the cloth, and prongs 
f8 and 20 resting on the other side, the outturned 
folded selvage portion is held in outturned posi 
tion, so that as the cloth travels between rollers, 
bars, and the like, the inturned Selvage portion 
2 will be automatically folded outwardly as the 
cloth progresses through the machine. 
By making the clamp 5 out of Wood, plastic, or 

other suitable material, the rollers in the ma 
chine and other parts through which the cloth 
passes Will not be damaged in any way by the 
presence of the thin clamp member thereon, but 
it will serve the purpose to straighten out the 
folded selvage edge, and can be inserted very 
quickly while the cloth is moving through the 
inachine without any stoppage whatever of the 
machine by the operator merely seizing the edge 
of the cloth and turning the Selvage outwardly 
near its beginning end and inserting with the 
other hand the tongue portion 8 above or below 
the fabric and sliding the clamp over the fabric 
to the position shown in Figure 1, and of course, 
the other tongues 9 and 20 will appear on the 
other side of the fabric to thus clampingly en 
gage the fabric, and to hold the outturned por 
tion of the inturned Selvage in the position shown 
in Figure 3, so that the remaining portion of the 

  



2 
inturned or doubled selvage portion will be auto 
matically straightened out as the cloth progresses 
through the machine by contact with rollers and 
the like in its progress through the machine. 

2,400,766 
In the drawing and specification, there has 

been set forth a preferred embodiment of the in 
wention, and although specific terms are em 
ployed, they are used in a generic and descriptive 

In the drawing, the inturned or doubled selvage is sense only, and not for the purposes of limitation, 
portion is seen as being folded upwardly on the 
top side of the fabric, but it is of course quite 
evident that the clamp Will Work equally as well 
if the inturned Selvage should be folded under 
neath the fabric, as all there is to do is to turn 
the beginning portion of the Selvage OutWardly 
as shown in Figure 3, and insert the clamp 
member to the position shown in Figures 1 and 3. 
If desired, the tongue 8 can be placed beneath 
the cloth and, tongues 9 and 20 on the top sur 
face of the cloth. 
In the drawing, the dotted line 25 indicates the 

normal position which the outer edge of the cloth 
or Selvage of the cloth should occupy. The line 
26 indicates the fold line of the cloth when the 
selvage portion is folded inwardly, and the line 
27 indicates the edge of the cloth whether it be 
turned outwardly or inwardly. Line 26 is ex 
tended in the dotted manner at the righthand 
end of Figure 3 showing the crease line which Was 
formed by the Selvage before the beginning por 
tion of the Selvage was turned outwardly to nor 
mal position for insertion of the clamp. 

10 

the scope of the invention being defined in the 
claim. 
We claim: 
A clamp for use in cloth finishing machinery 

comprising a flexible elongated planar member 
of less hardness than the rolls in said cloth finish 
ing machinery so it can be carried along by the 
cloth between the rolls without damaging the rolls 
between which the cloth is passed, said member 
having a pair of narrow slots spaced from each 
other and extending longitudinally of the mem 
ber from one end of the member and stopping 
short of the other end of the member, thus pro 
viding a central prong and two outer prongs, the 
central prong being adapted to be flexed laterally 
to pass on One side of the cloth and the other 
prongs passed onto the other side of the cloth to 
thus hold in outturned position the edgeportion 
of the cloth which has been folded inwardly onto 
the clothin a previous operation. 

DONOWAN M. 
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