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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAMH. BENFORD, a. 

citizen of the United States, residing at Lamar, 
in the county of Barton and State of Missouri, 
have invented a new and useful Fastening 
Device for Shoes, &c., of which the following 
is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

fastening devices for shoes, &c. 
Io The object of the present invention is to 

provide a simple and inexpensive shoe-fas 
tener adapted to be readily applied to shoes 
provided with the usual eyelets and capable 
of elastically connecting the two sides of the 

I5 upper of a shoe to enable the shoe to yield 
readily to the movements of the foot of the 
Wearer similar to a gaiter. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide such a device which will also be capable 
2O of use on corsets and the like, having oppo 

site edges or portions provided with eyelets. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 

25 in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claims hereto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a shoe provided with fastening de 
vices constructed in accordance with this in 

3o vention. Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the 
shoe, taken longitudinally of the eyelets and 
illustrating the arrangement of the fastening 
devices. Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view 
of one of the shoe-fasteners. 

35 Like numerals of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
lingS. 

I designates a shoe provided at both sides 
of the front of the upper with eyelets 2 of the 

4o ordinary construction. The eyelets at One 
side of the upper receive a series of fasten 
ing devices comprising elastic bands 3 and 
hooks 4, and the latter are adapted to engage 
the eyelets of the other side of the upper, 

45 whereby the shoe is elastically fastened at 
the front and is adapted to yield to the move 
ments of the foot of the Wearer similar to a 
gaiter. . 

The elastic band 3 may consist solely of rub 
ber or be constructed of rubber and other 
material to increase its durability, and it has 

5 

its end portions passed through two adjacent 
eyelets from the inner face of the upper to 
form exteriorly-projecting loops 5 to be en 
gaged by the hooks 4. The shoe may be pro- 55 
vided with any number of eyelets, and any 
number of elastic bands may be employed, 
two eyelets being provided for each elastic 
band. 
Each hook is constructed of a single piece 6o 

of wire or other suitable material. The strip 
of wire is doubled intermediate of its ends to 
form a loop 6, which is linked into the exte 
rior loop at one end of the band, and the ter 
minals of the sides of the piece of Wire are 65 
bent to form a hook for engaging an eyelet 
at the opposite side of the shoe. 
The fastening device is also applicable to 

corsets and analogous articles having oppo 
site edges or portions provided with eyelets, 7 O 
and it may be used in a variety of places 
where an elastic connection is desirable. 

It will be seen that the shoe-fastener is ex 
ceedingly simple and inexpensive in con 
struction, that it is capable of being applied 75 
to ordinary lace-shoes to enable them to yield 
to the foot of the Wearer similar to a gaiter, 
and that a shoe provided with these devices 
may be quickly fastened and unfastened. 
Changes in the form, proportion, and the 8o 

minor details of construction may be resorted 
to without departing from the principle or sac 
rificing any of the advantages of this inven 
tion, such as arranging the elastic bands al 
ternately at one side of the shoe and then at 85 
the other to arrange the hooks at both sides 
of the shoe. 
What I claim is 
1. A shoe or analogous article provided at 

opposite sides with eyes, and having fasten- 9 O 
ing devices, comprising a continuous elastic 
band passed through the eyes from the inte 
rior of one side to form exterior projecting 
loops, and hooks provided with loops linked 
into those of the band, said hooks being 95 
adapted to engage the eyes of the opposite 
side, substantially as described. 

2. A shoe or analogous article, having op 
posite eyes and provided with fastening de 
vices, each comprising a continuous elastic IOO 
band passed through two of the eyelets at 
one side from the interior thereof to form 
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projecting exterior loops, and hooks having adapted to engage eyes of the other side of 
loops at the inner ends of their shankslinked the shoe, substantially as described. 
into the loops formed by the band, said hooks In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
being adapted to engage the eyes at the op- my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 

5 posite side, substantially as described. the presence of two witnesses. 
3. A fastening device for shoes and the WTT.T.T. ANT TT TNT (T 

like, comprising an elastic band interlaced WILLIAM II. BEN FORD. 
through the eyes at one side of a shoe, or the Witnesses: 
like, to form the projecting loops, and hooks PARRISH C. WEEKs, 

Io connected with the loops of the band and CFIAS. H. BRONSON. 


