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The present invention relates genérally to improvements
in furniture. In particular, it relates to an improved com-
posite article of furniture.

It has long been a problem, as in public places for
example, 1o maintain complementary articles of furniture,
such as magazine racks, cocktail and coffee tables and
chairs, in desirably -associated positions. This is par-
ticularly true in such places as lobbies, lounges, Tes-
taurants, waiting rooms and the like, where racks, tables
and ‘chairs -are grouped and where they must be properly
relatively located -to jafford maximum efficiency. The
same problem exists ‘also in the case of private areas.
While -it -is sometimes the custom to' semi-permanently
affix the associated articles of furniture to the floor or
otherwise to overcome the above difficulties, such-solu-
tions are entirely unsatisfactory since they lack flexibility
and versatility and otherwise leave much to be desired.

It is, therefore, a ‘principal object of the present :in-
vention to provide an improved article of furniture.

‘Another object of the present -invention -is to provide
an improved composite article of furniture.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
¥ide -an. improved combined chair. and complementary
article of furniture which may be readily semi-perma-
nently associated ‘and disassociated, and in which the
complementary article and ‘chair may be. separately “and
individually employed.

A further object of the present inveiition is to provide
an improved combined table and chair which are-easily
adjustable relative to each other.

~Still- a further object of the present invention is to
prov1de an. ‘improved composite article of furniture of
the ‘above nature characterized by its ruggedness, sirm-
plicity, versatility, low cost and attractive appearance.

The -above and other objects of the present invention
will become appurent from a reading.of the fellowing
description, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawing, wherein

FIGURE 1 is a front perspective view of a composite
article of furniture embodying the present invention and
illustrated in assembled condition;

"FIGURE 2 is- a front perspective enlarged "detailed
fragmentary view thereof in disassembled condition;

FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken along lines 3—3
in- FIGURE 1; and

FIGURE 4 is a front perspectw enlarged fragmgntary
detailed view of another embodinient ¢f the present in-
vention illustrated in assembled condition.

In a sense, the presént invention comiemplates the pro-
vision of an improved composite article of furniture com-
prising-a chair unit including a first frame menzber hav-
ing. a first vertical cylindrical leg-defining post, a com-
plementary furniture unit including a second frame mem-
ber having a second- vertical -cylindrical post disposed
adjacent to said first post, a pair of vertically spaced
collars ‘rotatably registering with oné of said posts and
being affixed to the other of s3id posts.

According to a preferred form of the present inven-
tion, the frame members are of identical construction
and may be associated: relatively ‘vertically oriented in
the . same or -opposite  directions "and each -includes a
platform or shelf section defined by a pair. of centrally
intersecting similar diagonal members which are rigidly
connected to each ‘other. ' The posts,”which are of cir-
cular configuration, proiect from the free eands of the
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diagonal members and are perpendicular to the plane
thereof and include oppositely directed relatively long
main leg sections and relatively short auxiliary leg sections.
In the chair member the main leg sections may depend
from the diagonal members, and in the complementary
article of furniture, which is in the form of a magazine
rack, the main leg sections may project upwardly and
the auxiliary leg sections project downwardly.- A seat
member rests on and is supported by the chair platform
and an open topped vertically partitioned box rests on
and is secured to the platform of the complementary
frame member. The coupling members connecting the
adjacent -posts: of the frame members. each includes a
pair -of collars secured to each other along their pe-
ripheral surfaces and registering with corresponding posts.
A lock screw engages a tapped radial bore -formed in
one of the collar members to lock it releasably to the
post.

It is important to note that by reason of the above
frame construction, the article of furniture may be em-
ployed for a.chair, a magazine rack, table hassock, foot
rest or other article of furniture which may be -mutually
complementary and may be easily and readily separably
connected by the aforementioned coupling-elements. ~For
example, In accordance with -another form of the pres-
ent invention, the complementary article of furniture is
a cocktail table wherein the frame -members -are both
upright and the table top is mounted on the diagonals
of one of the frame members.

Referring now to the drawings and more particularly
to FIGURES 1 to 3 thereof, which illustrate a preferred
embodiment  of the present invention as applied to a
composite chair and magazine rack, reference numeral
10 generally designates a chair unit while reference nu-
meral 11 designates a complementary magazine rack unit.
Both chair unit: 18 and magazine 11 include frame mem-
bers of similar construction each of which consists -of
a platform defined by a pair of intersecting diagonal
strips ‘or bars 12 of the same size and of -rectangular
transverse cross-section. Diagonal bars 12 . cross - each
other at their midpoints and are sultably rigidly inter-
connected.

Fastened to the free end of each of bars 12 is a ver-
tical post 13 which projects above and below the respec-
tive cross bars to delineate main; relatively long, leg sec-
tions:- 14 and auxiliary, relatively short, leg-sections 16.
Bars 12 may be formed of metal, wood or other suitable
material, and posts 13 may be rods or tubes likewise
formed of metal, wood or other suitable material.

When employed in the chair unit 18, frame member
12 is oriented with main legs 14 being lowermost and
depending from the .ends of the diagonal bars 12. A
seat member 17 of any desired construction rests upon
and is affixed to the -diagonal bars 12 and is provided
with-an upwardly directed back resi 18. -It should be
noted -that the top face of seat member 17 is at a level
above the plane of the free ends of the auxiliary legs 16.

The frame member as employed in the magazine rack
unit 11 is inverted relative to chair unit employed frame
member with- auxiliary legs 16 thereof being directed
downwardly and the main legs 14 being directed upwardly.
A rectangular, open-topped receptacle or box 19 rests on
and is secured tc. the diagonal bars 12 and lies within
the space delineated by the frame leg sections 14, A
plurality of transversely spaced laterally extending par-
titions 2¢ divides box 1% into a number of compartments.

Chair 10 and auxiliary furniture unit ‘11 are swing-

. ably.connected by a pair of coupling members 21 which

engage a pair of adjaceni leg sections 14 at vertically
spaced corresponding points. - Each coupling member 21
includes a‘ pair of collar elements 22 and 23 arranged
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substantially side by side and rigidly joined, as by weld-
ing or the like, indicated at 21A. Collar member 23
has a tapped radial bore formed in the wall thereof at
a point spaced about 135° from the point of connection
to the collar 22. A set screw 25 engages the tapped
radial bore.

In assembling furniture units 1¢ and 11, a pair of
coupling members are affixed to a chair leg 14 at ver-
tically spaced points by bringing collars 23 into registry
with leg 14 and then tightening the set screws 25, the
associated collar elements 22 projecting laterally from
the chair unit 10. The chair unit 10 is raised, and then
lowered to bring a leg 14 of magazine rack unit il into
sliding rotatable registry with coupling member collars
22, thereby to effect the assembly of the furniture units
10 and 11.

In FIGURE 4 of the drawing, there is illustrated a
composite furniture assembly similar to that previously de-
scribed except that the magazine rack unit 11 is replaced
by a table unit 24. The frame members 12 of table
unit 24 and of chair unit 11 are of the above construc-
tion and are similarly oriented with the main leg sec-
tions 14 being lowermost. Table unit 24 is provided
with a table top 26 of any desired configuration, which
rests upon and is suitably secured to the diagonal bars
12. Coupling members 21 connect a pair of adjacent
main leg sections 14 of the units 11 and 24 and are
separately affixed to one of said leg sections and ro-
tatably register with the other leg section.

While there has been described and illustrated pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention, it is ap-
parent that numerous alterations, omissions and additions
may be made without departing from the spirit thereof.

I claim:

1. An improved composite article of furniture com-
prising a chair unit including a first frame member pro-
vided with a support platform defined by a pair of con-
nected intersecting diagonal members and rectangularly
disposed vertical cylindrical leg-defining first posts de-
pending from the ends of said diagonal members and
projecting above the elevation thereof, a complementary
furniture unit including a second frame member similar
to said first frame member and inverted relative thereto
and provided with four second vertical posts, one of said
second posts being disposed adjacent to one of said first
posts, a pair of vertically spaced coupling members sepa-
rably rotatably joining said adjacent posts and each
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including a pair of peripherally joined collar elements
registering with said corresponding adjacent posts, and
means releasably affixing one of said collar members to
a corresponding post.

2. A composite article of furniture in accordance with
claim 1 including a receptacle supported by the diagonal
members of said second frame member.

3. A composite article of furniture in accordance with
claim 1, wherein said collar releasabie fixing means in-
cludes a lock screw registering with a corresponding
tapped radial bore formed in said corresponding collar.

4. A composite articie of furniture comprising a pair
of furniture units, each of said furniture units being pro-
vided with an invertable frame member including a sup-
port platform defined by a pair of connected intersect-
ing horizontal diagonal members and rectangularly dis-
posed vertical cylindrical leg-defining posts affixed to the
free ends of said diagonal members and projecting above
and below said platform to respective upper and lower
common levels whereby the respective ends of said posts
alternatively define foot ends, a post of one of said frame
members being adjacent to a post of another of said frame
members, and coupling members separably rotatably join-
ing said adjacent posts,

5. A composite article of furniture comprising a pair
of furniture units, each of said furniture units being pro-
vided with an invertable frame member including a sup-
port platform and rectanguiarly disposed vertical cylin-
drical leg-defining posts affixed to the peripheral border
of said platform and projecting above and below said
platform to respective upper and lower common levels
whereby the respective ends of said posts alternatively
define foot ends, a post of one of said frame members
being adjacent to a post of another of said frame mem-
bers and coupling members separably joining said ad-
jacent posts.
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