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4 Claims. (CI. 15-517) 
This invention relates generally to a support for ap 

plicators, and, more particularly, to a means for remov 
ably mounting one or more liquid applicators, such as 
paint brushes, in a conveniently accessible position rela 
tive to the user thereof and, more specifically, on a liquid 
container such as a paint can or pail. 
AS will be apparent to those who have had the occasion 

to work with liquid applicators of the type comprising a 
handle with a brush thereon for painting, varnishing, ap 
plying sealing liquids to various objects and the like, no 
means is provided for conveniently supporting the applica 
tor when not in use. Consequently, when the liquid ap 
plying operation is discontinued, and particularly tem 
porarily so, there is no out-of-the-way but conveniently 
accessible place in which to put the applicator so that 
the brush thereof will not come into contact with cloth 
ing, scaffolding, a ladder or the like, or pick up dirt or 
other debris. 
This problem is accentuated with respect to painters 

utilizing a conventional paint brush, and particularly 
commercial painters, because they normally work on 
ladders or scaffolding with a plurality of paint brushes. 
For example, commercial painters normally carry sev 
eral brushes of different sizes in order to enable them to 
efficiently and economically paint large surfaces as well 
as do trim or finish work without descending from the 
ladder or scaffolding. Additionally, commercial painters 
particularly will usually carry two or more relatively 
large brushes for painting ceilings inasmuch as the paint 
in the bristles of any given brush tends to seep toward 
the handle thereof and flow onto the hand of the painter. 
Thus, in painting ceilings, the painter will normally al 
ternate brushes to avoid the aforementioned situation. 
In any event and irrespective of the particular reason why 
a plurality of brushes are required, it will be readily 
apparent that the only place usually available for a painter 
to place his brushes when not in use is on the floor of 
the scaffold, a relatively small platform on a ladder or 
on paper or canvas resting on the floor or the ground. 

From the situations referred to briefly above, it will 
be readily apparent that the commercial painter partic 
ularly must contend with transporting a plurality of 
brushes when ascending or descending a ladder or scaf 
fold. Thus, it will be recognized that at least one hand 
is completely occupied with holding the paint can or 
pail and one or more brushes while the other hand must 
be relied upon for climbing a ladder, for example. More 
over, it is not unusual for a commercial painter to carry 
a brush in the other hand which, for safety reasons, 
should at least be completely free for negotiating the 
ladder. 

It is, therefore, a general object of this invention to 
provide a simple, relatively inexpensive and easily manu 
factured mounting structure which may be employed 
with a conveniently available support to removably mount 
one or more liquid applicators, such as a brush used for 
painting, varnishing, applying sealing liquids and the 
like, in a safe but conveniently accessible place out of 
the way of the user thereof. 

It is another object of this invention to provide a 
mounting bracket on which one or more liquid applica 
tors may be fixedly, adjustably or removably secured 
to a liquid container, such as the well known paint can 
or commercial painter's pail, whereby the liquid applica 
tors not in use may be suspended from and transported 
with the container out of contact with the latter and the 
ground, ladder or scaffold as the case may be. 
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Still another object of this invention is to provide a 

mounting bracket structure as aforementioned which 
includes means for supporting the particular liquid ap 
plicator or applicators from the side wall of the con 
tainer in such a manner as to prevent substantial swing 
ing movement of the applicator laterally against the con 
tainer or in a plane substantially parallel to the longitu 
dinal axis of the container. 
More specifically, and with reference to one preferred 

embodiment of this invention, it is an object of this in 
vention to provide mounting brackets for the purpose 
aforementioned which may be suitably fixedly secured 
to the exterior side wall of the liquid container, and 
which brackets include means spaced from the container 
to receive and support a suitable keeper secured to the 
applicator, and an abutment member for engagement 
with the applicator to suspend the latter above the base 
of and out of contact with the container. 
These and other objects of this invention will become 

more apparent hereinafter as the description of the in 
vention proceeds, and which reference is made to vari 
ous applicator mounting structures adapted specifically 
for use by painters who are ordinarily faced by the sev 
eral problems aforementioned. However, it will be 
apparent from the description which follows that the 
structure of this invention may be advantageously em 
ployed in removably supporting various types of liquid 
applicators other than paint brushes. In the description 
of the invention which follows, reference will be made 
to the following drawings in which like numerals in 
dicate like parts, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary elevational view of a paint 

container or pail equipped with a preferred embodiment 
of this invention; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary perspective 

view of the structure of FIGURE 1 showing the paint 
brush demounted; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary elevational view of a 

paint can or pail equipped with still another embodiment 
of this invention; - 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary perspective. 

view of a ladder equipped with still another embodiment 

45 

of this invention; and . . . . 
FIGURE 5 is a sectional view taken on line 5-5 of 

FIGURE 4. - 

Referring now more particularly to FIGURES 1 and 2 
showing a preferred embodiment of this invention, a paint 
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container such as a commercial painter's pail or the well 
known and commercially available paint can is indicated 
generally at 2, and includes diametrically opposite ears 
4, only one of which is shown, to which the wire bale or 
handle 6 is pivotally mounted in a well known manner. 
One or more mounting brackets 8 are rigidly secured 
to the exterior side wall of the container 2, and adapted 
to suspend a paint brush 10 therefrom in spaced rela 
tion to the exterior side wall of the container and above 
the base of the latter so as not to touch the support 
on which the can is resting. The paint brush 10 is 
a well known and commercial available article compris 
ing bristles 12 suitably embedded in or secured to a bristle 
base, such as Vulcanized rubber or any other suitable 
material, and which base is secured to the lower end of. 
the wood handle 14 by means of a metal band 16 crimped 
at its lower end about the bottom of the bristle base 
and secured to the wood handle by suitable means such 
as nails, not shown. On the lower portion of the brush 
handle, a substantially U-shaped staple 18 is secured to 
the brush handle below the neck thereof and projects 
laterally from the brush to form a keeper for engage 
ment with a respective one of the mounting brackets 8 
which will now be described. 
The mounting bracket or brackets 8, which may be 

shaped from metal or molded to the configuration shown 
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from other suitable materials, comprises a main body, 
portion 20 suitably fixedly secured to the side wall of the 
container 2, a laterally or radially outwardly projecting 
portion forming a mounting shoulder 22, and a vertically 
upstanding post 24. The lower end of the body portions 
of the bracket is provided with another laterally or 
radially projecting wall portion 26 which terminates just 
beyond the vertical plane of the post 24 for a purpose to 
appear more fully hereinafter. 
As shown particularly in FIGURE 1, the paintbrush 

10 may be removably mounted upon a bracket 8 by slip 
ping the staple 18 over the post 24 of the bracket. 
The base of the U-shaped staple will then rest upon the 
shoulder 22 of the bracket, while the brush will be en 
gageable with the bracket wall portion 26. 

It will be noted from FIGURE 2 that the shoulder 
22 of the bracket has a substantial width relative to the 
staple 18. Consequently, the brush will be prevented 
from pivoting to any substantial degree in a plane paral 
lel to the longitudinal axis of the container, while the 
wall portion 26 of the bracket abutting the brush stabi 
lizes the latter laterally so as to prevent the wet bristles 
thereof from engaging the side wall of the container. 
When more than one bracket 8 is mounted on a con 

tainer such as shown in FIGURE 1, it is desirable that 
they be equally spaced to either side of a given ear 4 or 
diametrically opposite each other so that brushes mounted 
thereon will counter-balance each other. Obviously, with 
many containers the brackets may be located beneath 
the ears 4 completely solving this problem. It should 
also be observed that the shape of the brackets 8 is such 
as to space the handle 14 of the brushes away from the 
path of movement of the wire handle 6 at least to the ex 
tent that the container opening is completely accessible. 
Moreover, where the post 24 of the respective brackets is 
relatively close to the side wall of the container it is 
preferable that they terminate slightly below the rim of 
the container to avoid the danger of the bracket or 
brackets being dislodged or bent by reason of a stacked 
container slipping off its supporting container and strik 
ing the bracket. 

Referring now to FIGURE 3, a plurality of the brackets 
8 shown in FIGURES 1 and 2 are adapted to be suitably 
fixedly secured to a band 58 the ends of which are urged 
together by the spring 60. Thus, the container 2 may 
be provided with mounting brackets merely by slipping 
the band 58 onto the side wall thereof inasmuch as the 
spring 60 will retain the band in a proper position on 
the container. Moreover, the brackets may be vertically 
adjusted relative to the container as desired by moving 
band 58. 
In the embodiment of FIGURE 4, the bracket 8 dis 

closed specifically in FIGURES 1 and 2 is shown to be 
suitably fixedly secured to the exterior of the legs of a 
U-shaped spring clip 62 which is adapted to embrace a 
ladder leg 64 and may engage a rung 66 secured thereto, 
although the tension of the clip will ordinarily be suffi. 
cient to hold it in place. From the drawings, it will be 
obvious that the bracket is so mounted on the clip 62 so 
as to be maintained in a substantially vertical position 
with the ladder inclined against a wall or other support. 
With respect to the brackets thus far described, each 

is provided with a lower laterally projecting abutment 
portion terminating in a vertical plane slightly outwardly 
spaced from the plane of the respective bracket posts as 
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tain the brush in a substantially vertical position. 

4. 
aforedescribed. This relationship is prompted by the. 
fact that the keeper means on the brush, such as staple 
18 in FIGURE 1, will suspend the brush slightly later 
ally outward of the bracket post. Thus, the lower brack 
et portion, such as indicated at 26 in FIGURES 1 and 2, 
projects beyond the plane of the bracket post to main 

How 
ever, the lower projection can terminate directly below 
the aforementioned bracket posts or even inwardly there 
of so long as the brush is maintained spaced from the 
container. 
From the description above of various preferred em 

bodiments of this invention, it will now be obvious to 
those acquainted with this art that there are alternative 
structures additional to those disclosed which may be 
used in achieving the objects of this invention in whole 
or in part. Therefore, it should be understood that the 
embodiments herein disclosed are merely for illustrative 
purposes, and in no way are intended to limit the scope 
of this invention which is defined by the claims which 
follow. 

I claim: 
1. The combination with a support and a brush 

type liquid applicator, of a mounting bracket on which 
said applicator may be removably mounted; said brack 
et comprising a main body portion secured flush to said 
support, a shoulder projecting laterally from the upper 
end of said main body portion and terminating in an up 
wardly extending post spaced from said support, an abut 
ment member projecting laterally from the lower end of 
said main body portion and terminating below said post, 
and a substantially U-shaped retainer secured to said ap 
plicator for receiving said post and removably seating on 
said bracket shoulder, said applicator being engagable 
with said abutment member to maintain said applicator in 
spaced relation to said Support. 

2. The combination as defined in claim 1 in which said 
Support is the upstanding side wall of a liquid container. 

3. The combination as defined in claim 1 in which said 
support comprises a split band including spring means 
joining the ends thereof for removably securing the band 
to the upstanding side wall of a liquid container. 

4. The combination as defined in claim 1 in which said 
support comprises a U-shaped spring clip adapted to be 
removably mounted on the leg of a ladder. 
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