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The present invention relates to tents or more particu-
larly to structural elements for tent framework on which
the canvas is spread and by which it is held. In known
tent constructions, poles, bars and struts are used which
are connected to each other by various kinds of holding
and connecting means. Consequently the erection of a
tent takes a considerable time, according to the size there-
of. Moreover these loose parts easily get lost while being
transported from one place to the other.

It is the object of this invention to facilitate the erection
of tents and to simplify the work connected therewith.

It is a further object of the invention to permit the
erection of a tent within a shorter time than hitherto pos-
sible with conventional material.

Yet another object of the invention is to prevent the
loss of parts needed for the erection of a tent.

Finally it is an object of the invention to provide a tent
which can be placed at the disposal of users at a reason-
ably low price.

The invention will become clear from the following de-
scription with reference to the annexed drawing, in which
Figure 1 is a perspective view of an erected tent accord-
ing to the invention, while Figures 2, 3 and 4 show con-
structional details of the skeleton.

The tent skeleton erected from two of the new elements
comprises: A horizontal ridge beam 1 which is supported
by four legs 2.

Beam 1 is composed of two bars connected with each
other by a sleeve 3 into which both enter, or said two
parts may be telescoping tubes. Thus it will be sufficient
to describe in the following the structural element com-
prising a portion of beam 1 and two legs 2 interconnected
by aplate 4. Beam portion 1, which is preferably formed
by a round metal rod, is hingedly attached at one end to a
plate 4. Although an ordinary hinge with two flaps one
of which is fixed to plate 4 and the other to beam 1,
would do, for the sake of rigidity and safety at the end
of rod 1 is formed an eye 1’ through which passes, and in
which is fixed, a pin 5. Plate 4 is provided with a cut
out in one of its edges in which eye 1’ is positioned. The
two portions of plate 4 flanking the cut-out are rolled to
form eyes 6, into which the pin 5 can extend. The move-
ment of plate 4 in relation to rod 1 is limited to an angle
of slightly more than 90°, see Fig. 3 since eye 1’ has an
angular portion 12 which engages the surface of the cut-
out portion of plate 4 between the eyes 6 in the extended
position of beam portion 1, to prevent further turning,
On plate 4 are provided two studs 7 being positioned on
the side of plate 4, which is opposite to that to which
rod 1 extends.

Studs 7 serve as pivots about which legs 2 can swing in
a plane parallel to the plane of plate 4. Legs 2 are pref-
erably made from flat bars of metal and their upper
ends are cut at an angle to their longitudinal direction as
seen in Fig. 4, so that with both legs swung out the said
upper ends come to lie against each other firmly arresting
the legs in this position. In order that legs 2 meet sym-
metrically in relation to each other, a stud 8 is provided
on plate 4 and small semicircular cut-outs 8’ are provided
in the upper edges of legs 2, so that when the said edges
of the legs lie against each other, or nearly so, their posi-

tion is predetermined by stud 8 which is engaged by the
cut-outs §’.

10

15

20

26

35

40

45

50

55

60

70

2

At their lower ends legs 2 may be pointed (see Fig. 3)
and discs 9 may be provided near these pointed ends, so
as to increase the stability of the tent when put up in
sandy terrain. Moreover holes may be provided in the
lower ends of legs 2 through which holes pegs 10 can be
driven whenever the tent is to be put up on hard ground.
In fact the peg 10 may be substituted by long carpenter’s
nails so that the tent is practically nailed to the ground.

In order to erect a tent frame work two of the above
described structural elements are united by means of a
sleeve 3 slid over the free ends of parts 1. The structure
is now put up and a canvas covering made and sewn to
the dimensions of the structure, is fittingly pulled over the
latter. The entrance into the tent may be provided either
by having a flap in the triangular ends or in one of the
sides. The canvas may be folded up so that it can be
carried like a rucksack, straps being provided for this pur-
pose, the metal parts being accommodated in the said
hem.

The legs may be made folding so that in the collapsed
state the structure will require even less space.

To legs 2 hooks 11 may be attached, some distance

above ground, so that hammocks can be suspended there-
from.

We claim:

1. A collapsible structural element for tents compris-
ing, as a unit, a pair of legs, a bar for forming a ridge
pole for the tent, and a plate hingedly joining said legs
and bar, said plate having a pair of upstanding spaced
ears at its top end, means for pivotally mounting one end
of said bar between said ears for movement between an
extended position in which said bar projects substantially
perpendicularly from the plane of said hinge member and
a collapsed position in which the bar lies parallel to and
along the front face of said plate, each of said legs being
pivotally mounted on the rear face of said plate for piv-
otal movement in a plane parallel to the plane of said
plate between an extended position in which the legs
diverge angularly from said plate, and a collapsed posi-
tion in which the legs depend from said plate substan-
tially parallel to each other and to the collapsed bar.

2. A collapsible structural element for tents compris-
ing, as a unit, a pair of legs, a bar for forming a ridge
pole for the tent, and a plate hingedly joining said legs
and bar, said plate having a pair of upstanding spaced
ears at its top end, means for pivotally mounting one end
of said bar between said ears for movement between an
extended position in which said bar projects substantially
perpendicularly from the plane of said plate and a col-
lapsed position in which the bar lies parallel to and along
one face of said plate, each of said legs being pivotally
mounted on said plate for pivotal movement in a plane
parallel to the plane of said plate between an extended
position in which the legs diverge angularly from said
plate, and a collapsed position in which the legs de-
pend from said plate substantially parallel to each other
and to the collapsed bar.
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