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Lo all whom it inay concern:

Be it known that I, Bexyayin FanNive, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, in the county of Wayne, State of New
York, have invented certain new and usetful
Improvements in Fountain-Sponges, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to a fountain-sponge,
and particularly to a connection adapted for
insertion within the body of the sponge for
the introduction of water therethrough.

The invention has for an object to provide
an improved construction of securing-flange
and nipple which when introduced into an ap-
erturc within the sponge will be securely held
by the elasticity of the sponge-body and main-
tain a proper feed of water to the body of the
sponge, so as to maintain the cells or passages
within sald sponge-body tull of water.

Other and turther objects and advantages
of the invention will be hereinafter set forth
and the novel features thereot defined by the
appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
of the invention applied to a combination hot
and cold water faucet; Fig. 2, a central lon-
gitudinal section through the sponge; Fig. 3,
a cross-section on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2, and
Fig. 4 a detail perspective of the Hange and
nipple.

Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in the several Hgures of the drawings.

This invention is particularly adapted for
application to a sponge formed of rubber or
other elastic porous material adapted to hold
within its body a volume of water when thor-
oughly saturated and to discharge this water
from the pores of the sponge by the water-
pressure or when the latter is compressed into
contact with any body, as in a washing or
sponging action.

The letter A designates a sponge of this
character which has applied thereto a flexible
conducting-pipe A', of any desired length, pro-
vided at one end with a connector A% adapted
to fit upon the discharge-spout A’of a faucet
of any desired character, the one here shown
being a combination hot and cold water faucet
by the use of which any desired temperature

of water may be applied to the sponge. With-
in the body of the spongea longitudinal pas-
sage is provided and adapted to receive a con-
ducting-pipe B, provided at its inner end with
a perforated nipple B', while laterally of this
passage a chamber is provided to receive the
gripping-flange B*, secured to the outer pe-
riphery of the conducting -tube B and con-
caved toward the extended end of said tube,
with its free end provided with a series of en-
gaging teeth B®. This extended end of the
tube may be provided with a ring B over
which the tube A’ is applied and interiorly
threaded, as shown at B, for the purpose of
applying a handle it it be desired to use the
sponge removed from the conducting - pipe
thereto.

The aperture within the sponge is of less
diameter than the conducting-tube and flange
inserted therein, so that the body of the sponge
is expanded to allow the insertion of these
parts,  when it again contracts and firmly
grasps the walls of the conducting-tube, nip-
ple, and gripping-flange.  After the insertion
of these parts the teeth of the flange are en-
gaged with the body of the sponge by exert-
ing a longitudinal strain upon the sponge
away from the entrance end of the tube, thus
drawing the teeth into contact. When thus
inserted, it will be seen that the pressure of
the water does not in any wise atfect the re-
tention of the sponge upon the conducting-
tube, while the extended nipple prevents the
tearing away of the body of the sponge by
lateral strain upon the gripping-flange, which
otherwise is liable to occur, and the waterisin-
troduced into the body of the sponge at a
point beyond this Hange, so that any pres-
sure thereof tends to more tightly hold the
Hange in position. The gripping-flange B?
may be permanently secured to the conduct-
ing-tube—as, for instance, by solder—or re-
movably connected therewith. In the latter

instance it is desirable to provide the reduced
nozzle BB" with exterior threadsand the lange
with a nut member B’, into which the nozzle
may be threaded, so that the flange will rest
against a shoulder at the base of the nozzle.
This structure also permits the insertion of
the flange in the recess within the sponge in-
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dependent of the tube when found desirable,
and the tube can then be threaded into the
nut of the flange and a connection between
the parts thus secured. The sponge may be
removed from the conducting-pipe carried by
the faucet and used independently thereof;
but when used with this pipe and a combina-
tion-faucet any desired temperature of the
flow of water through the sponge may be se-
cured, and if the water is under full pressure
it flows from the sponge in a large number ot
streams discharged from the various passages
or pores thereof. The flow of water can be
so regulated as to merely retain the sponge
in a saturated condition, under which situa-
tion a very small quantity of water can be
used for bathing purposes, whereas with a
tub or shower-bath a much larger amount will
be necessary.

It will thus be seen that the invention is
capable of use either as a sponging or show-
ering bath, and the passage of water there-
through removes from the sponge any im-
purities which may be taken up from the
skin, maintaining a continual flow of fresh
clean water through the sponge and over the
skin washed. The sponge can also he used
in connection with the fountain-syringe and
hot-water hags where there is no other source
of supply, being adapted for tepid and sponge
baths for invallds and children and suitable
for the use of doctors and surgeons in hospi-
tals and nurseries and is also suitable for
tourists while traveling to provide a sponge
or shower bath always convenient.

It will be obvious that changes may be
made in the details of construction and con-
ficuration without departing from the spirit
of the invention as defined by the appended
claims,

795,211

Having described my invention and set
forth its merits, what I claim, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In afountain-sponge. a sponge-body pro-
vided with an aperture and lateral recess there-
in, a conducting-tube provided at one end with
perforations and seated in the aperture in said
sponge, and a fHange carried by said tube in-
termediate of the perforations and the outer
end thereof and disposed within said recess.

9. Ina fountain-sponge, asponge-body pro-
vided with an aperture and lateral recess there-
in, a feeding-tube provided at one end with a
perforated nippleand inserted within the aper-
ture in said sponge, and a laterally-disposed
oripping-flange carried upon the periphery
of said tube and adapted to scat in said recess
therefor within the sponge.

3. Ina fountain-sponge, asponge-body pro-
vided with an aperture therein, a conducting-
tube provided at one end with a perforated nip-
ple and inserted within the aperture in said
sponge,and a laterally-disposed concaved grip-
ping-fAange having a toothed free edge and
carried by the periphery of said tube inter-
mediate of the nipple and the opposite end
thereof.

4. A feeding-tube for a fountain -sponge
provided with a perforated nipple at one end
reduced in diameter to provide a shoulder in-
termediate of the ends of the tube, and a ra-
dially-extending Hange secured to said tube
in contact with said shoulder.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

BENJAMIN FANNING.

Witnesses:
m 1w
['Honmas Fanving,
W K. Browx.
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