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Shuttle Disintegrates on Re-Entry
At 12:08 this afternoon, NASA announced that the space shuttle
Discovery disintegrated as it was re-entering the earth’s atmosphere.
Witnesses in a remote area of Texas saw remnants of what was believed
to be the doomed shuttle disintegrate in long white plumes that
extended across the blue sky. Discovery’s mission had been plagued
with difficulties for the entire two weeks it had been in space. Just

12



200410102046. 0 oM P /12|

yesterday, Commander Smith of Discovery was quoted by
communications specialists at NASA’s mission control as saying “this
has been a tough ride and on behalf of my crew I want to thank you
guys for all the help you have given us.” Smith along with the seven
other mission specialists are presumed dead and NASA has confirmed
that it has contacted the families of all eight crew members. In the post
9/11 sensitivity to terrorist activity, NASA made it clear there was no
evidence of tampering or attacks on the space craft. President Bush has
already scheduled a news conference tomorrow evening (Wednesday
8:00PM EST) and it is speculated that by the time of the new
conference NASA may have more information regarding the cause of
this disaster.
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