Patented June 22, 1897,

Hmn¢mommm.

venlor’

Q#ﬁw&L@E%ﬁ%&'

_my ek guty

rareT TGN TR
A Q\m % x:_:ouo------ \Z\r&\. H g\ﬁ.-::-.&l‘_‘lﬁﬂ@

— NGEgTay PR SHEn

TTEEINT68h Hy Ao |y 0JSNURL ], 0BG

A, W. DOWE.
SAFETY BANK CHECK, DRAFT, &e.

No. 585,087.

NOGRRIS PETERS €O, PHOTOLITHY., WASHINGTON. D. C.

» {(No Model.)

/.W o i;mmn¢noum?lu

_ B o, ¥ T a

................... § wapro so T ﬂé! T ‘. W/
— ?EE@ %x& %m@ 3%@ &:N wmz@

LT powepws (L1 wé%




20

25

- UNITED STATES

Patent Orrice.

ARTHUR W. DOWE, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

SAFETY BANK CHECK, DRAFT, &c.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 585,087, dated June 22, 1897.
Application filled May 21,1896, Serial No, 592,454, (No model) ’

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR W. DOWE, a.
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of San Francisco and State
of California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Safety Bank Checks,
Drafts, and Similar Instruments, of which the
following is a specification. ‘

This invention relates to an improved form
of safety-blank for checks, drafts, and other
commercial instruments, having for its ob-
jeet to provide an effective protection against
fraudulentalteration of the instrument with-
out materially changing the size and other
characteristies of the ordinary paper blank
and withoutany complicated system of mark-
ing, cutting, or perforating the instrument.

To such end and object my said invention
consists in a blank having on one end and
integral with the body portion a stub, coupon,
or extension of the body, at and along one
edge of which is printed in spaced order just
back of the edge a row of digits from “1” to
“9,” inclusive, and at and along the opposite
edge of which is printed in spaced order a
row of asterisks or other equivalent marks
or characters, each having & given value,
which is fixed and denoted by printed words

"~ on the body of the ecoupon, as hereinafter
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fully described, and pointed out in the claim.

In the following description,which explains
the nature of the said invention and the
manner of using the same, reference is made
to the drawings that accompany and form
part of this specification, in which—

- Figure 1 represents a blank check or draft
embodying my said improvement. Fig. 2
illustrates the same blank filled out for a
certain sum and with the safety portion
properly cut to prevent the check from be-
ing raised in value.

A indicates the body portion of a blank
check or draft, on the face of which are
printed in the usual form the name of the
bank, the name of the city or town, and the
blank space for names and amounts.

B is a stub, coupon, or short extension of
this body portion at one end and integral
with the body. )

Cis a row of figures printed along the bot-
tom of this stub B and composed of the nine
digits. These are arranged in spaced or

open order at regular intervals apart, begin-
ning at the side next the body portion and
extending in single line parallel with the
bottom edge. : :

D is arow of asterisks, dots, or other suit-
able marks or characters printed at the op-
posite side along the top edge of the stub
portion at intervals apart, while the words
“Tens,” “Hundreds,” “ Thousands,” &c., are
printed on the body of the stub below and
directly opposite or in line with these marks
and givingtoeachofthemafixed value. Thus,
for example, the word ““Tens” is printed in
line with the first one of the characters D,
next to the body portion of the blank, giving
that character in the row or line the value of
tens. At the next character is printed the
word ‘‘ Hundreds,” and so on, each character
being advanced in value in regular order
for the entire row or line. These words are
printed across the face of the stub in slant-
ing lines converging generally toward the nu-
meral ““1,” as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
As thus arranged the numerals along the bot-
tom side of the stub will designate the first
figure of any sum from one dollar to nine mil-
lion dollars written on the body of the check,

while the marks or characters along the op-

posite side will give a value to each numeral
from tens to millions, acecording to that par-
ticular one of the marks or characters D
which is associated with the numeral in the
opposite row C, by tearing or cutting off from
the outer end of the stub all that portion be-
yond the required numeral at the bottom and
therequired character at the top on a straight
line between those points. Thiswill beclearly
understood from the sample check illustrated
in Fig. 2 of the drawings, where it will be seen
that the stub being cut from the numeral ¢“9”
diagonally across to the charactér D, at the
opposite side, denoting hundreds, all the fig-
ures and characters, and especially the char-
acter D of larger value, are permanently de-
tached or removed from the stub, and those
left at the extreme outer end denote the value
or sum in round numbers that is written on
the body of the check.

It will be seen from the above description
that my improvement combines extreme sim-
plicity, certainty of protection, and a large
limit of value, ranging from one dollar to nine
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million dollars, without increasing materially
the size of the blank and without requiving
complicated calculations.

A special and important feature of the
structure is the production of a straight and
even edge with a single cut without irregular
projections or indentations at the end of the
check.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new therein, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

In asafety bank check, draft or similar in-
strument, the combination, of a stub or ex-
tension at and integral with one end thereof
having along one of its edges a row of digits
from ‘17 to ““9” inclusive beginning at the
side next the body of the check and extending
along that edge at intervals of space to the
outer side of the stub; and along the opposite
edge a row of asterisks or similar characters
also at intervals apart each of said characters
having a given value expressed by the words
“Tens,” “ITundreds,” “Thousands” and so
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on, beginning at the side next the body of the
check and increasing inregular orderina ten-
fold ratio,to the outer side of the stub,the said
words being printed on the stub in lines con-
verging toward the opposite side and the unit
end of the opposite row of digits; whereby the
sum expressed on the body of the instrument
isalso denoted on the stub in round numbers
by tearing away the end portion thereof ona
line that connects the proper numeral on one
side with the proper character of the row on
the opposite side that will raise the value of
such numeral to the required place, and the
word or words that express the value of such
character will remain on the body of thestub,
as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand and seal.

ARTIHUR W. DOWE. [L.s.]

Witnesses: 7
Epwarp K.
M. REGNER.
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