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UNITED STATES

PaTeNnT OFFICE.

WILLIAM L. EGRY, OF HAMILTON, OHIO.

AUTOGRAPHIC REGISTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 481,937, dated September 6, 1892.

Application filed March 16, 1892,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLrLiam L. EGRY, of
Hamilton, Butler county, Ohio, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Au-
tographic Registers, of which the following is
a specification. :

Thisinvention pertains to improvementsin
that class of registers designed for the pro-
duction of a record in duplicate or triplicate,
one copy of which is retained locked up in
themachine. Suchregistersarein quite com-
mon use in commercial houses, the general
plan of operations being, in the case of a re-
tail store, for the salesman to write out an
itemized bill on one of aseries of printed forms
carried in a roll of the machine, the writing
of this bill by appropriate use of carbon or
transfer sheets causing one or more copies to
be simultaneously made upon paper furnished
by other rolls carried in the machine. The
feed apparatus of the machine being prop-
erly manipulated, projects the written bill
and its duplicate and they may be turned off,
giving one copy for the customer and one for
the cashier. The third copy becomes stored
in the machine under lock and key and forms
the retained record of the transaction, this
record on its later removal from the machine
going to the book-keeper for suitable check-
ing and entry. Let us call the copy given to
the customer the “bill” and the copy going to
the cashier the “cashier’s ticket” and the copy
retained in the machine the “record.” Some
business houses give no bill to the customer,

: in which case the machine needs to provide

only -for two supply-rolls, one for cashier’s
tickets, and one for the record. Some busi-
ness houses give the customer a bill but re-
tain no cashier’s ticket, in which case again
the machine needs but two supply-rolls, one
for bills and one for the record. Oanly the
roll for the bills is composed of printed forms,
the other paper being blank. Generally the
bill-forms are about five inches long and the
bills made out will contain sometimes one
item or two items, and sometimes the form
will be full. In any case each transaction,
asthe registers are generally constructed, con-
sumes five inches from each of the rolls of
paper. Quite a number of attempts have

been made to economize in paper on the rec-
ord-roll; but the proposed plans have gener-

Serial No, 425,086, (No model.)

ally involved more or less rewriting of a sum-
mary and in some cases an additional length
of bill-form. The dollar and cent columns
of bill-forms are seldom more than an inch
wide, and these columns contain or may con-
tain all of the matter which need go onto the
record-sheet In other words, it is not neces-
sary that the record-sheet shall contain the
merchandise entries, the cash or value entries
being sufficient, to which it may be desirable
to add the consecutive number of the trans-
action and the name of the salesman and the
name of the purchaser, the absence of a pur-
chaser’s name indicating a cash sale.

The object of my invention is to provide
for a record-sheet which shall contain only
an autographictransfer of the entries made in
the margin of the bill or in the dollars and
cents column, these columns of entries, which
come longitudinally of the bill and ticket-
slips, coming across the record-strips, so that
each transaction consumes but an inch or so
of the record-strip.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide an extra safeguard against thelifting of
the upper papers from the record-sheet.

My improvements will be readily under-
stood from the following description, taken
in eonnection with the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an auto-
graphic register illustrating my improve-
ments; T'ig. 2, a vertical longitudinal section
of the same in the plane of line ¢ of the other
figures; Fig. 3, a similar section in the plane
of line d of other figures; Fig. 4, a vertical
transverse section in the plane of line b of
other figures; Fig. 5, a horizontal section in
the plane of line ¢ of other figures; IFig. 6, a
small view of one of the bills, and Fig. 7 a
small view of a portion of the record-sheet
containing transversely-arranged columns of
entries.

In the drawings, A indicates the writing-
tablet, forming, as usual, the top of the ma-
chine; B, a double pan under the tablet to
support the roll of paper for the bills and the
roll of paper for the cashier’s tickets; C, the
roll of paper for the bills, which paper will
contain bill-forms, as usual, this strip of pa-
per passing up through and along over the
tablet, as usual; D, the usnal feed-rolls for
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drawing the bill-paper and ticket-paper for-
ward out of the machine and along upon the
tablet; E, the roll of paper for the cashier’s
tickets, this paper being blank, as usual, and
going along with the strip of bill-paper over
the tablet and under the bill-paper and be-
tween the feed-rolls, so that the operation of
the feed-rolls draws the paper from both sup-
ply-rolls; F, a roller over which the bill and
ticket-strips pass as they go up to the tablet;
G, the ends of the bill and ticket papers pro-
jecting out of the machine beyond the feed-
rolls, these two papers being torn off at that
point over the usual tearing-blade after the
papers are projected the length of the bill;
H, a pair of longitudinal slots in the tablet
of a length equal at least to the dollar and
cent columns of the bill-form and so disposed
with reference to the rolls C and E and the
paper from them as it lies on the tablet that
these slots will come at the sides of the dollar
and cent columns; J, that portion of thetablet
between the slots, and consequently forming a
tablet-surface under the dollar and cent col-
umnsof the bill; K,therollof record-papersup-
ported at one side of the machine and parallel
with itslength, sc as to be at right angles with
the bill and ticket rolls, this roll in the exem-
plification being supported in the trough; L, a
pair of feed-rolls for the record-paper disposed
at the opposite side of the machine; M, the
record-paper, (shown in Fig. 4 as passing from
the record-roll K up through one of the slots
II and then over the tablet portion J and
then down through the other slot and then
between the feed-rolls L;) N, a locked record-
storage compartment containing the feed-
rolls L. and adapted to receive the record-
paper from those rolls, the paper as it leaves
the rolls doubling down into this storage-com-
partment; O, the usual rollof transfer or car-
bon paper supported alongside the machine;
P,aslot out of which thetransfer-paper comes
from its roll, this transfer-paper lying, as
usual, upon the tablet between the other
papers, the roll O containing a double strip
of transfer-paper, as usual, when the machine
is used for producing three copies, the trans-
fer-paper as it lies between the other papers
being used so long as it is good, after which
more is drawn out and the used-up portions
cut off; Q, the usual housing over the feed-
rolls D; R,bevel-gearing connecting the feed-
rolls D and the feed-rolls L, the proportions
of the rolls and gearing beingsuch that while
feed-rolls D advance thebill-paper the length
of a Dbill the feed-rolls I will advance therec-
ord-paper a distance equal to the total width,
at least, of the value-columns of the bill; S,
one of the bills containing the usual itemized
entries; T, the usual value-columns of the
bill, containing the values of the items and
the total of these values, and in addition such
other memorandums as it may be desired to
put uponthe record-paper—such,forinstance,
as a consecutive number, the date, the sales-
man’s number, and the customer’s name if

the sale is a credit sale; U, the columns of
entries produced upon the record-sheet, each
column being a fac-simile in all respects of
the matter contained in the value-columns of
its Dbill, these columns on the record-sheet
coming across the sheet and close together;
V, a bar disposed longitudinally over the tab-
let over the inner ones of the slots I, and
therefore corresponding in position with the
ruling at the left hand of the dollarand cent
columns of the bill-forms, all the papers pass-
ing under this bar, which bar should be as
closely down against the papers as practicable
and bealsoas narrow and thin as is consistent
with proper strength; W, a doorway to the
storage-compartment N to permit of the rec-
ord being removed from the compartment,
the removal being effected by opening the
door and drawing out the record and tearing
it off at its feed-rolls, and X the usual crank
for operating the feed-rolls.

The operation of the machine is as follows:
The proper supply-rolls of paper having been
loaded into the machine the record-paper is
carried over its tablet portion J and then
started through its feed-rolls I. and the stor-
age-compartment is locked. Then a layer of
transfer-paper is brought over the tablet.
Then the ticket-paper from roll E is brought
over the tablet above the transfer-paper and
carried through the feed-rolls D. Then alayer
of transfer-paper is brought over the tablet
over theticket-strip. Thenthe bill-paperfrom
roll C is brought over the tablet and through
the feed-rolls. The feed-rolls are now oper-
ated to bring abill-form fairly overthe tablet
and the machine isready foruse. Thesales-
man fills out the bill, as usual. Everything
he writes becomes of course transferred also
to the ticket-strip, and whatever he writes in
the value-columns becomes transferred also to
the record-strip. Ie now operates the crank
to project the whole of the bill out at &, and
he then tears off the bill and ticket. This
feeding motion has brought over the tableta
fresh bill-form and fresh paperfrom theticket-
roll and fresh paper over the record portion
of the tablet, and as the use of the machine
continues the record-paper becomes stored in
the storage-compartment, where it cannot be
tampered with or even inspected by unau-
thored persons.

It is usual in this class of machines to ar-
range over the tablet an open-margin frame,
which holds down the edges of the stripsand
to a certain extent prevents the upper papers
being lifted to give acecess to the record-paper;
but it has still. been found possible to lift
these papers by pulling them up at the center
of the tablet. The bar V prevents such lift-

ing of the paper and also prevents the hasty
writer from getting a pencil-point into the
inner slot II in the tablet.

It is to be understood of course that the
form and design of machine herein set forth
is merely an exemplification of the embodi-
ment of my invention.
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It will be understood by inspecting Fig. 4, |

first, that all of the papers are backed by the
same tablet; second, that the record-paper is
backed by but a portion of the tablet which
backs the other papers, and, third, that at
portion J of the tablet the pile of papers are
all together, while at the left of J a rigid sur-
face—to wit,a portion of the tablet—isinter-
posed between the record-paper and the rest
of the papers.

I claim as my invention—

1. In an autographic register, the combina-
tion, substantially as set forth, of a writing-
tablet, a pairof feed-rolls arranged to feed a
strip of paper longitudinally over the tablet,
a pair of feed-rolls arranged to draw a strip
of paper transversely over the tablet, and a
rigid surface interposed between a portion of
the two papers, whereby writing done upon
certain portions of the top paper will not be
transferred to the lower paper.

2. In an autographic register, the combina-
tion, substantially as set forth, of a writing-
tablet, a pair of feed-rollers arranged to feed
a strip of paper longitudinally over the tab-
let, a longitudinal slot in said tablet under
said strip at a distance from its edge and di-
viding said tablet into a main portion and a
side portion under said strip, and a pair of
feed-rolls arranged to draw a strip of paper
through said slot and over said side portion
of the tablet.

3. In an autographic register, the combina-
tion, substantially as set forth, of a writing-
tablet, feed-rolls arranged to draw a strip of
paper over said tablet, and a rigid bar dis-
posed over an intermediate portion of the
tablet at right angles to said feed-rolls and
parallel with the line of travel of said strip.

4. In an autographic register, the combina-
tion, substantially as set forth, of a writing-
tablet divided by a slot into a main portion
and a side portion, a support arranged to hold
a roll of paper at one side of said tablet par-
allel with said slot, a pair of feed-rolls at the
other side of the tablet parallel with said slot,
a support arranged to hold a roll of paper at
right angles to said slot, and a pair of feed-
rolls disposed at right angles to said slot to
operate upon the last-mentioned paper.

5. In an autographic register, the combina-
tion, substantially as set forth, of a writing-
tablet having a dividing-slot and a rigid bar
disposed above the surface of the tablet over
said slot, and mechanism, substantially as de-
seribed, for drawing a strip of paperover and
parallel with said slot and under and parallel
with said bar and for drawing a second strip
through said slot under the first-mentioned

strip.
WILLIAM L. EGRY.

Witnesses:
J. W. SEE,
‘W, S. GIFFIN.
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