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PARTITION PANIEL COVERING ATTACHMENT 
ASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates to an office partition 
panel system with removable decorative covers having 
slidable fingers adjacent peripheral edges thereof for retain 
ing the covers to the panel frame. 
0002 Modern offices and work environments use parti 
tion panels to Subdivide open work spaces. The partition 
panels often include vertically-slotted posts and frames 
configured to support hang-on accessories and furniture, 
Such as work Surfaces, shelves, overhead cabinets and the 
like. Further, they include cover panels shaped to cover open 
spans within the frames as defined by the vertical frame 
members and cooperating horizontal frame members. In 
certain instances, these cover panels are configured so as to 
be removable, thereby allowing access to utilities carried 
within the frames. One problem associated with removable 
covers is that they must be tightly secured so that they will 
not rattle or exhibit looseness. Also, the outer aesthetic 
surfaces of the cover panels must be held flush to adjacent 
cover panels to provide a good appearance, even if the cover 
panels are slightly warped or bowed. At the same time, the 
cover panels must be readily removable or they defeat the 
purpose of being removable. 
0003. Yet another problem occurs when the panels them 
selves are constructed of a material that expands and/or 
contracts under particular climate conditions, such as rela 
tively high or low humidity. In Such instances, the panels 
may expand and/or contract to a point that binds the cou 
pling mechanism between the panels and the partition 
frames to a point that removal of the panel assemblies from 
the partition frames is hampered or impossible. In extreme 
conditions, the material of which the panels are comprised 
may expand or contract to a point that causes damage to the 
panels themselves, such as warping, splitting, cracking, etc. 
0004. A partition system is desired that provides rela 
tively easy coupling and removal of a panel assembly to and 
from an associated partition frame, while simultaneously 
preventing damage to a panel member of the panel assembly 
by allowing for expansion and contraction of the panel 
member Subsequent to the assembly of the panel assembly 
with the partition frame. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0005 One aspect of the present invention is a partition 
panel system that comprises a frame assembly including a 
plurality of spaced and vertical frame members, and a 
plurality of horizontal frame members extending between 
and operably coupled with the vertical frame members, 
wherein at least a select one of the group consisting of the 
plurality of vertical frame members and the plurality of 
horizontal frame members includes a plurality of spaced 
panel hanging apertures. The partition system also includes 
a panel assembly operably coupled with the frame assembly 
and including a panel member having an outer Surface, an 
inner Surface and a peripheral edge, and at least one panel 
frame member coupled to the inner surface of the panel 
member proximate the peripheral edge of the panel member. 
The panel assembly further includes at least one clip mem 
ber including an alignment portion that engages at least one 
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of the hanger apertures of the frame assembly, and that is 
operably coupled with the at least one panel frame member 
such that the at least one clip member is slidable with respect 
to the panel member when the panel assembly is operably 
coupled with the frame assembly, thereby allowing for 
expansion and contraction of the panel member. 

0006 Another aspect of the present invention is a parti 
tion panel assembly for covering open spans within a 
partition system that includes a frame assembly including a 
plurality of spaced structural frame members each including 
a plurality of forwardly-exposed spaced apertures, the panel 
assembly comprising a panel member having an outer 
exposed Surface, an inner Surface and a peripheral edge, and 
at least one panel frame member coupled to the inner Surface 
of the panel member proximate the peripheral edge of the 
panel member. The partition panel assembly further com 
prises at least one clip member slidably received between 
the panel member and the at least one panel frame member 
and including an engagement portion adapted to engage at 
least one aperture of a structural frame member of a partition 
frame assembly, and that is operably coupled with the at 
least one panel frame member Such that the at least one clip 
member is adapted to slide with respect to the panel member 
when the partition panel assembly is operably coupled with 
a partition frame assembly, thereby allowing for expansion 
and contraction of the panel member. 

0007 Yet another aspect of the present invention is a 
partition panel assembly for covering open spans within a 
partition system that includes a frame assembly including a 
plurality of spaced structural frame members each including 
a plurality of forwardly-exposed spaced apertures, the par 
tition panel assembly comprising a panel member having an 
outer exposed surface, an inner Surface and a peripheral 
edge, and at least one panel frame member coupled to the 
inner surface of the panel member proximate the peripheral 
edge of the panel member. The partition panel assembly 
further comprises at least one clip member including an 
engagement portion adapted to engage at least one aperture 
of a structural frame member of a partition frame assembly, 
and that is operably coupled with the at least one panel frame 
member Such that a majority of the at least one clip member 
is position between the panel member and the at least one 
panel frame member, thereby securely coupling the at least 
one clip member with the panel member and the at least one 
panel frame member. 

0008. The present inventive partition panel assembly and 
associated overall partition panel system provides relatively 
easy coupling of the partition panel assemblies to and from 
the associated partition frame, while simultaneously pre 
venting damage to panel members of the panel assemblies 
by allowing for expansion and contraction of the same under 
changing ambient conditions and Subsequent to assembly. 
Moreover, the panel assembly and associated panel system 
have an uncomplicated design, can be quickly and easily 
assembled, are efficient in use, are capable of a long oper 
ating life, and are particularly well adapted for the proposed 
SC. 

0009. These and other advantages of the invention will be 
further understood and appreciated by those skilled in the art 
by reference to the following written specification, claims 
and appended drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0010 FIG. 1 is a perspective view a partition panel 
system including a plurality of panel assemblies embodying 
the present invention; 
0011 FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of a parti 
tion frame assembly and a panel assembly; 
0012 FIG. 3 is an enlarged partial perspective view of a 
vertical frame member; 

0013 FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view of a first 
embodiment of the panel assembly: 
0014 FIG. 5 is a bottom perspective view of a vertical 
panel frame member of the first embodiment of the panel 
assembly; 

0015 FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a clip member of the 
first embodiment of the panel assembly, wherein alternative 
tabs are shown in dashed lines; 

0016 FIG. 7 is a side view of two vertically-aligned 
panel assemblies, wherein light seals of each assembly are 
illustrated as overlapping; 

0017 FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a second embodi 
ment of the panel assembly; 

0018 FIG. 9 is a bottom plan view of a clip member of 
the second embodiment of the panel assembly: 

0019 FIG. 10 is a side view of the clip of the second 
embodiment of the panel assembly: 

0020 FIG. 11 is an end view of the clip member of the 
second embodiment of the panel assembly; 

0021 FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a third embodi 
ment of the panel assembly; 

0022 FIG. 13 is an end view of a vertical panel frame 
member of the third embodiment of the panel assembly; 
0023 FIG. 14 is a top plan view of a clip member of the 
third embodiment of the panel assembly: 

0024 FIG. 15 is a side view of the clip member of the 
third embodiment of the panel assembly; and 

0025 FIG. 16 is an end view of the clip member of the 
third embodiment of the panel assembly. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

0026. For purposes of description herein, the terms 
“upper,”“lower,”“right,”“left,”“rear,”“front,”“vertical, 
'horizontal,” and derivatives thereof shall relate to the 
invention as oriented in FIG. 1. However, it is to be 
understood that the invention may assume various alterna 
tive orientations and step sequences, except where expressly 
specified to the contrary. It is also to be understood that the 
specific devices and processes illustrated in the attached 
drawings, and described in the following specification are 
exemplary embodiments of the inventive concepts defined in 
the appended claims. Hence, specific dimensions and other 
physical characteristics relating to the embodiments dis 
closed herein are not to be considered as limiting, unless the 
claims expressly state otherwise. 
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0027. The reference numeral 10 (FIG. 1) generally des 
ignates a partition panel system, while reference numeral 12 
generally designates a panel assembly embodying the 
present invention. In the illustrated example, the knock 
down portable partition system 10 is configured to subdivide 
an open floor plan and define work spaces therein. The 
partition panel system 10 includes a plurality of work 
environment accessories within each work space. Such as 
work Surfaces 14, storage drawers 16, overhead storage bins 
18, and the like. The panel assemblies 12 are provided in a 
plurality of sizes, including full-height panels 20 and parti 
tion-height panels 22. 
0028. As best illustrated in FIG. 2, the partition panel 
system 10 also comprises a partition frame assembly 24 that 
includes a plurality of spaced vertical partition frame mem 
bers 26 coupled to one another by a plurality of horizontal 
partition frame members 28 extending therebetween. The 
horizontal partition frame members 28 are coupled with the 
vertical partition frame members 26 in a manner as is set 
forth in detail in U.S. Pat. No. 5,899,035, issued May 4, 
1999, entitled KNOCK-DOWN PORTABLE PARTITION 
SYSTEM, which is incorporated herein by reference in its 
entirety. Each vertical partition frame member 26 (FIG. 3) 
includes a plurality of rectangularly-shaped apertures 30 
spaced along a forwardly-facing Surface 32 thereof that are 
adapted to receive fasteners therein for Supporting the work 
surfaces 14, the storage drawers 16, and the overhead 
storage bin 18 therefrom. The surface 32 of each of the 
vertical partition frame members 26 also includes a plurality 
of T-shaped apertures 34 innerspaced with the apertures 30. 
In the illustrated example, the T-shaped apertures 34 are 
provided in pairings inverted with respect to one another. 
Each aperture 34 defines a narrowed-portion 36 and a 
widened portion 38. Each widened portion 38 is partially 
defined by a vertical edge 40. 
0029. Each panel assembly 12 (FIG. 4) includes a panel 
member 42 that is surrounded by a plurality of panel frame 
members 44. The panel member 42 includes an inner surface 
46, an outer surface 48 and a peripheral edge 50 extending 
thereabout. In the illustrated example, the panel member 42 
is provided a square or rectangular shape, however, other 
plan forms suitable for certain applications may be utilized. 
The panel member 42 comprises a material that expands or 
contracts under certain climate conditions, such as high 
and/or low humidity, and is preferably constructed of wood 
or a wood composite. The panel frame members 44 include 
horizontal panel frame members 52 and vertical panel frame 
members 54. Each of the horizontal panel frame members 52 
and the vertical panel frame members 54 include a planar 
body portion 56 and a lip or guide portion 58 extending 
orthogonally from the body portion 56 that abuts the periph 
eral edge 50 of the panel member 42, thereby aligning the 
panel frame member 52, 54 with the panel member 42. Each 
of the panel frame members 44 also includes ends 59 
beveled at 45°, so as to cooperate and align with the 
associated panel frame members 44 when Surrounding the 
panel member 42. Each horizontal panel frame member 52 
further includes a plurality of apertures 60 spaced along the 
length thereof for receiving mechanical fasteners such as 
screws 61 therein, thereby securing the horizontal panel 
frame member 52 to the panel member 42. 
0030 Each of the vertical panel frame members 54 (FIG. 
5) further includes a longitudinally and inwardly-extending 
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channel 62 located opposite from the lip portion 58, and 
defining an interior space 64 therein. The body portion 56 of 
each vertical frame member 54 includes apertures 66 spaced 
therealong that receive mechanical fasteners such as Screws 
67 therein that secure the vertical panel frame member 54 to 
the panel member 42. The body portion 66 further includes 
a pair of longitudinally and outwardly extending U-shaped 
channels 68 spaced from one another so as to provide a 
clearance 70 in between the body portion 56 of the vertical 
panel frame member 54 and the inner surface 46 of the panel 
member 42 subsequent to assembly. A clip aperture 72 
extends through the body portion 56 of the vertical panel 
frame member 54 proximate the lip portion 58 thereof. 
0031. At least one clip assembly 74 is assembled within 
each of the vertical panel frame members 54. Each clip 
assembly 74 includes a clip member 76 and a spring member 
78. Each clip member 76 (FIG. 6) includes a body portion 
80, a spring coupling portion 82 and an engagement end 84. 
The body portion 80 includes a mounting aperture 86 that 
may be aligned with one of the apertures 66 of the vertical 
panel frame member 54, thereby preventing misalignment 
between the clip member 74 and the vertical panel frame 
member 54. Alternatively, the body portion 80 further 
includes an alignment tab 87 received within a notch (not 
shown) extending into an inner Surface 46 of the panel 
member 42, thereby assisting in alignment of the clip 
assembly 74 and the vertical panel frame member 54 with 
the panel member 42. It is noted that the alignment tab 87 
may be used in conjunction with one of the vertical partition 
frame members 26 and not both, thereby allowing one of the 
clip assemblies 74 to slide subsequent to assembly. The 
spring coupling portion 82 includes an outwardly-extending 
spring abutment tab 88 flanked by a pair of spring engage 
ment tabs 90. The engagement end 84 includes a pair of 
S-shaped, spring-biasing engagement tabs 92 each defining 
an engagement portion therealong that are adapted to engage 
an edge 40 of an aperture 34 of a vertical partition frame 
member 26 when the panel assembly 12 is assembled within 
the partition panel system 10. In the illustrated example, the 
spring member 78 comprises an elongate flexibly-resilient 
rod having a circularly-shaped cross-sectional configuration. 
Each end 96 of the spring member 78 is bent so as to provide 
an abutment surface as described below. 

0032. In assembly, the spring member 78 is assembled 
with an associated clip member 76 such that the spring 
member 78 abuts the spring abutment tab 88 and is held in 
close proximity therewith by the spring engagement tabs 90. 
The clip assembly 74 is assembled with an associated 
vertical panel frame member 54 by extending the engage 
ment tabs 92 of the clip member 76 through the clip aperture 
72, aligning the body portion 80 of the clip member 76 with 
the gap 71, and facing the spring member 78 within the 
interior space 64 of the channel 62. It is noted that punch-out 
tabs 98 located within the channel 62 assist with alignment 
and assembly of the spring member 78 within the channel 
62. In operation, the clip member 76 is able to float or slide 
with respect to the vertical panel frame member 54 and 
particularly with the panel member 42 Subsequent to assem 
bly of the panel assembly 12 within the partition panel 
system 10 by inserting the engagement tabs 92 into the 
apertures 34 of the vertical partition frame members 26 such 
that the engagement portion 94 of each engagement tab 92 
abuts an edge 40 of an associated aperture 34. This sliding 
arrangement assists in assembly of the panel assemblies 12 
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within the partition panel system 10 even if slight discrep 
ancies within the overall partition frame assembly 24 should 
occur. Further, this sliding relationship allows for expansion 
and contraction of the panel member 42 due to changing 
ambient conditions and prevents damage to the associated 
panel member 42 while simultaneously providing a secure 
engagement between the panel assembly 12 and the partition 
frame assembly 24. 
0033) Alternatively, the body portion 80 may be provided 
with a pair of engagement tabs 100 that abut an aperture 102 
and a sidewall 104 of the channel 62, thereby temporarily 
securing the clip assembly 74 with the associated vertical 
panel frame member 54 during assembly of the vertical 
panel frame member 54 with the panel member 42. 
0034. As best illustrated in FIG. 4, each panel assembly 
12 further includes an upper and lower light seal extending 
longitudinally along and partially co-aligned with the hori 
Zontal panel frame members 52. Each light seal 106 is 
provided with a planar body portion 108, a longitudinally 
extending curved upper lip 110 and a downwardly-opening 
lower channel 112. Each body portion 108 is provided with 
a plurality of apertures 114 that receive the screws 61 
therein, thereby securing the light seals 106 and the associ 
ated horizontal panel frame member 52 to the panel member 
42. In assembly, the light seals 106 (FIG. 8) of proximate 
panel members 42 cooperate with one another so as to 
prevent light from passing through the partition panel sys 
tem 10 between panel assemblies 12. Specifically, each light 
seal 106 is configured such that the upper lip 110 of an 
upwardly-located light seal 106 is received within the lower 
channel 112 of an associated light seal 106. 
0035) The reference numeral 12a (FIG. 8) generally 
designates another embodiment of the panel assembly. Since 
panel assembly 12a is similar to the previously described 
panel assembly 12, similar parts appearing in FIG. 4 and 
FIGS. 8-11, respectively, are represented by the same, 
corresponding reference numeral, except for the suffix 'a' in 
the numerals of the latter. The panel assembly 12a is similar 
to the panel assembly 12 with the most notable exceptions 
being the configuration of the vertical panel frame members 
54a and the clip members 76.a. Each vertical panel frame 
member 54a includes an alignment notch 116 extending into 
an inner edge 118 of the vertical panel frame member 54 and 
an engagement aperture 117 each aligned with an associated 
clip aperture 72a. Each clip member 76a (FIGS. 9-11) 
includes a body portion 120, a coupling end portion 122 and 
an engagement end portion 124. The body portion 120 is 
longitudinally divided by a channel 126 which thereby 
allows the body portion 120 to be elastically-resilient in a 
direction as indicated by directional arrow 128. The body 
portion 120 also includes a pair of mounting apertures 130 
that are co-aligned with the mounting apertures 66a of the 
vertical panel frame members 54a when the clip member 
76a is assembled thereto. The coupling end portion includes 
an outwardly-sweeping arm 132 having an upwardly-turned 
end 134 located on a proximal end thereof, and an engage 
ment tab 136 extending downwardly towards a circularly 
shaped aperture 138. The engagement end portion 124 
extends orthogonally from the body portion 120 and 
includes a pair of engagement jaws 140 each having an 
engagement notch 142 exposed on an inward edge thereof. 
0036). In assembly, each clip member 76a is slidably 
engaged with an associated vertical panel frame member 
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54a Such that the engagement jaws 140 extend through an 
associated clip aperture 119, the coupling end portion 122 is 
aligned with an associated alignment notch 116, and the 
engagement tab 136 engages an associated engagement 
aperture 117, thereby preventing accidental disengagement 
of the clip member 119 from the vertical panel frame 
member 54a. 

0037. The horizontal panel frame members 52a and the 
vertical panel frame members 54a are secured to the asso 
ciated panel member 42a in a similar manner to that dis 
cussed above with respect to the panel assembly 12. Like 
wise, the panel assembly 12a is assembled within the 
partition panel system 10 in a similar manner, and specifi 
cally by aligning and inserting the engagement jaws 140 
with the apertures 134 of the vertical partition frame mem 
bers 26. 

0038. The reference numeral 12b (FIG. 12) generally 
designates another embodiment of the panel assembly. Since 
the panel assembly 12b is similar to the previously described 
panel assembly 12, similar parts appearing in FIG. 4 and 
FIGS. 12-16 are represented by the same, corresponding 
reference numeral, except for the suffix "b" in the numerals 
of the latter. The panel assembly 12b is similar in construc 
tion to the panel assembly 12 with the most notable excep 
tions being the configuration of the vertical panel frame 
members 54b and the clip members 76b. Each vertical panel 
frame member 54b (FIG. 14) includes a body portion 56b, 
an outwardly-disposed lip portion 58b and an inwardly 
extending U-shaped channel 144. The body portion 56b 
includes a plurality of pairings of clip apertures 72b spaced 
along the length thereof, a plurality of alignment apertures 
66b, and a plurality of mounting apertures 146. Each clip 
member 148 (FIGS. 14-16) includes a body portion 150, a 
coupling end portion 152 and an engagement end portion 
154. The coupling end portion 152 includes a pair of resilient 
engagement tabs 155 and a pair of outwardly-extending 
spring legs 158 extending Substantially orthogonal to the 
body portion 150, and an alignment tab 160 located between 
the spring legs 158 and extending away therefrom. 
0039. In assembly, each clip member 76b is positioned 
with an associated vertical panel frame member 54b such 
that the engagement tabs 155 extend through the clip aper 
tures 72a, the spring legs 158 are located within the channel 
144 and abut a sidewall thereof, the alignment tab 160 
engages the alignment aperture 147, and the mounting 
apertures 156 are co-aligned with the mounting apertures 
146. The horizontal panel frame members 52b, the vertical 
panel frame members 54b and the light seals 106b are 
assembled with the panel member 42b in a manner as 
previously described. The overall panel assembly 12b is 
coupled within the partition panel system 10 by inserting the 
engagement tabs 155 into the apertures 34 of an associated 
vertical partition frame member 26, Such that the engage 
ment tabs 155 abut the edges 40 of the apertures 34. 
0040. The body portion 80 further includes an alignment 
tab 87 that may be received within a notch (not shown) 
extending into an inner Surface 46 of the panel member 42. 
thereby assisting in alignment of the clip assembly 76 and 
the vertical panel frame member 54 with the panel member 
42. 

0041. In the foregoing description, it will be readily 
appreciated by those skilled in the art that modifications may 
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be made to the invention without departing from the con 
cepts disclosed herein. Such modifications are to be consid 
ered as included in the following claims, unless these claims 
by their language expressly state otherwise. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A partition system comprising: 
a frame assembly comprising: 

a plurality of spaced vertical frame members; and 
a plurality of horizontal frame members extending 

between and operably coupled with the vertical 
frame members, wherein at least a select one of a 
group consisting of the plurality of Vertical frame 
members and the plurality of horizontal frame mem 
bers includes a plurality of spaced panel hanging 
apertures; and 

a panel assembly operably coupled with the frame assem 
bly and comprising: 
a panel member having an outer exposed surface, an 

inner Surface and a peripheral edge; 
at least one panel frame member coupled to the inner 

Surface of the panel member proximate the periph 
eral edge of the panel member; and 

at least one clip member including an engagement 
portion that engages at least one of the hanger 
apertures of the frame assembly, and that is operably 
coupled with the at least one panel frame member 
such that the at least one clip member is slidable with 
respect to the panel member when the panel assem 
bly is operably coupled with the frame assembly, 
thereby allowing for expansion and contraction of 
the panel member. 

2. The partition system of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
clip is slidably received between the at least one panel frame 
member and the panel member. 

3. The partition system of claim 2, wherein the at least one 
panel frame member includes a pair of panel frame members 
juxtaposed across the panel member from one another, and 
wherein one of the at least one clip members is slidably 
received between each one of the pair of panel frame 
members and the panel member. 

4. The partition system of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
clip member is spring biased in a direction biasing the 
engagement portion of the at least one clip into engagement 
with an edge of at least one of the apertures of the vertical 
frame member. 

5. The partition system of claim 4, wherein the at least one 
clip member is spring biased by a spring member abutting 
the at least one clip and the at least one panel frame member. 

6. The partition system of claim 5, wherein the at least one 
panel frame member includes a longitudinally-extending 
channel, and wherein the spring member is disposed within 
the channel. 

7. The partition system of claim 5, wherein the spring 
member comprises an arcuately-shaped spring rod. 

8. The partition system of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
panel frame member includes an aperture through which the 
engagement portion of the at least one clip member extends. 

9. The partition system of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
panel frame member includes a body portion abutting the 
inner Surface of the panel member, and an edge portion 
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extending longitudinally along and Substantially orthogo 
nally from the body portion that abuts the peripheral edge of 
the panel member. 

10. The partition system of claim 1, wherein the at least 
one clip member includes first tab member that engages the 
at least one panel frame member at a first point and a second 
tab that engages the at least one panel frame member at a 
second point offset from the first point, thereby coupling the 
at least one clip member to the at least one panel frame 
member. 

11. The partition system of claim 1, wherein the panel 
member comprises a material that expands and contracts 
under differing climate conditions. 

12. The partition system of claim 11, wherein the panel 
member comprises wood. 

13. A partition panel assembly for covering open spans 
within a partition system that includes a frame assembly 
including a plurality of spaced structural frame members 
each including a plurality of forwardly-exposed spaced 
apertures, the panel assembly comprising: 

a panel member having an outer exposed surface, an inner 
Surface and a peripheral edge; 

at least one panel frame member coupled to the inner 
surface of the panel member proximate the peripheral 
edge of the panel member; and 

at least one clip member slidably received between the 
panel member and the at least one panel frame member, 
and including an engagement portion adapted to engage 
at least one aperture of a structural frame member of a 
partition frame assembly, and that is operably coupled 
with the at least one panel frame member such that the 
at least one clip member is adapted to slide with respect 
to the panel member when the partition panel assembly 
is operably coupled with a partition frame assembly, 
thereby allowing for expansion and contraction of the 
panel member. 

14. The partition panel assembly of claim 13, wherein the 
at least one panel frame member includes a pair of panel 
frame members juxtaposed across the panel member from 
one another, and wherein one of the at least one clip member 
is slidably received between each of the pair of panel frame 
members and the panel member. 

15. The partition panel assembly of claim 13, wherein the 
at least one clip member is spring biased in a direction 
adapted to bias the engagement portion of the at least one 
clip into engagement with an edge of an aperture of a 
vertical frame member of a partition frame assembly. 

16. The partition panel assembly of claim 15, wherein the 
at least one clip member is spring biased by a spring member 
abutting the at least one clip and the at least one panel frame 
member. 

17. The partition panel assembly of claim 16, wherein the 
at least one panel frame member includes a longitudinally 
extending channel, and wherein the spring member is dis 
posed within the channel. 

18. The partition panel assembly of claim 16, wherein the 
spring member comprises an arcuately-shaped spring rod. 

19. The partition panel assembly of claim 13, wherein the 
at least one panel frame member includes an aperture 
through which the engagement portion of the at least one 
clip member extends. 

20. The partition panel assembly of claim 13, wherein the 
at least one panel frame member includes a body portion 
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abutting the inner Surface of the panel member, and a 
longitudinally-extending edge portion abutting the periph 
eral edge of the panel member. 

21. The partition panel assembly of claim 13, wherein the 
at least one clip member includes first tab member that 
engages the at least one panel frame member at a first point 
and a second tab that engages the at least one panel frame 
member at a second point offset from the first point, thereby 
coupling the at least one clip member to the at least one 
panel frame member. 

22. The partition panel assembly of claim 13, wherein the 
panel member comprises a material that expands and con 
tracts under differing climate conditions. 

23. The partition panel assembly of claim 22, wherein the 
panel member comprises wood. 

24. A partition panel assembly for covering open spans 
within a partition system that includes a frame assembly 
including a plurality of spaced structural frame members 
each including a plurality of forwardly-exposed spaced 
apertures, the partition panel assembly comprising: 

a panel member having an outer exposed surface, an inner 
Surface and a peripheral edge; 

at least one panel frame member coupled to the inner 
surface of the panel member proximate the peripheral 
edge of the panel member; and 

at least one clip member including an engagement portion 
adapted to engage at least one aperture of a structural 
frame member of a partition frame assembly, and that 
is operably coupled with the at least one panel frame 
member Such that a majority of the at least one clip 
member is positioned between the panel member and 
the at least one panel frame member, thereby securely 
coupling the at least one clip member with the panel 
member and the at least one panel frame member. 

25. The partition panel assembly of claim 24, wherein the 
at least one clip member is adapted to slide with respect to 
the panel member when the partition panel assembly is 
operably coupled with a partition frame assembly. 

26. The partition panel assembly of claim 25, wherein the 
at least one panel frame member includes a pair of frame 
members juxtapositioned across the panel member from one 
another, and wherein one of the at least one clip members is 
slidably received between each of the pair of panel frame 
members and the panel member. 

27. The partition panel assembly of claim 25, wherein the 
at least one clip member is spring biased in a direction 
adapted to bias the engagement portion of the at least one 
clip into engagement with an edge of an aperture of a 
vertical frame member of a partition frame assembly. 

28. The partition panel assembly of claim 27, wherein the 
at least one clip member is spring biased by a spring member 
abutting the at least one clip and the at least one panel frame 
member. 

29. The partition panel assembly of claim 28, wherein the 
at least one panel frame member includes a longitudinally 
extending channel, and wherein the spring member is dis 
posed within the channel. 

30. The partition panel assembly of claim 28, wherein the 
spring member comprises an arcuately-shaped spring rod. 

31. The partition panel assembly of claim 24, wherein the 
at least one panel frame member includes an aperture 
through which the engagement portion of the at least one 
clip member extends. 
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32. The partition panel assembly of claim 24, wherein the 
at least one panel frame member includes a body portion 
abutting the inner Surface of the panel member, and a 
longitudinally-extending edge portion abutting the periph 
eral edge of the panel member. 

33. The partition panel assembly of claim 24, wherein the 
at least one clip member includes a first tab member that 
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engages the at least one panel frame member at a first point 
and a second tab that engages the at least one panel frame 
member at a second point offset from the first point, thereby 
coupling the at least one clip member to the at least one 
panel frame member. 


