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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, OsCAR F. ERICKSON } 

and RICHARD H. BRADSHAW, citizens of the 
United States, residing, respectively, at 
Berkeley, in the county of Alameda, and 
Oakland, in the county of Alameda, and 
State of California, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Outlet-Boxes for 
Electric Fixtures, of which the following is 
a specification. 
The present invention relates to an im 

proved electric outlet box. Heretofore it has 
been a common practice to secure fixtures for 
electric lights direct to the lath and plaster 
in buildings. The objection to this con 
struction is that, by continuous use, the 
screws which secure the crowfoot or other 
fixture to the lath and plaster become loose, 
and the plaster also works out or breaks off, 
the fixture then having to be repaired. 
The object of the present invention is to 

provide a construction which will obviate 
this objection, so that the fixture will remain 
firmly and rigidly in place for an indefinite 
period without further attention. 
In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is 

a broken front view of our improved outlet 
box; Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the 
same, showing a crowfoot secured thereon; 
Fig. 3 is a front view of a face plate; Fig. 
4 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing a face 
plate and socket supported on the outlet 
box; Fig. 5 is a front view of a special form 
of crowfoot used with our invention. 

Referring to the drawing, 1 indicates a 
base, adapted to be secured by screws 2 
through three countersunk screw holes to the 
joist 3 or other rough work of the building, 
so as to lie flat against said joist. Said base 
is formed in the center with an elongated 
aperture 4, through which can pass the elec 
tric conducting wires and their insulation. 
At right angles to the slot 4 said base is 
formed with depressed or recessed portions 
5, the material within which is connected 
with the main part of the base by compara 
tively thin connections, so that either of said 
depressed portions may be easily knocked 
out by the blow of a hammer, leaving one, 
or two, lateral enlargements of the slot 
4, when it is desired to pass three, or four, 
electric wires, with their insulation, through 
the center of said base, instead of two only, 
this being done when it is desired to take off two or more branch circuits instead of 

one. In any case the slot is of such limited 
size that the electric wires with their insu 
lations completely fill the slot, thus reduc 
ing the danger of combustion arising from 
in perfect electric connections within the box. 
Said base is formed with a circular wall 6, 
and, formed upon said base within said wall, 
and intermediate between the three counter 
sunk holes, are bosses 7 rising not quite as 
high as the top of the wall. These bosses 
are provided, so that by means of deep screw 
holes 8 therein, there may be firmly secured 
in place a crowfoot 9, which, in general, is 
similar to those already in use, having a 
central apertured portion 10 adapted to reg 
ister with the aperture 4 in the base, and 
having also feet 11, each foot being formed 
With a countersunk hole 12 to receive the 
head of a screw by which the foot is secured 
to one of said bosses. 
The outlet box is secured upon the joist or 

other rough work, before applying the lath 
and plaster, and is of such depth, that, when 
they are applied, the plaster is substantially 
flush with the upper edge of the wall 6 of 
the outlet box. A crowfoot, such as is at 
present used for this class of Work, may then 
be secured to the outlet box, by screwing the 
same thereupon in precisely the same manner 
as it has heretofore been screwed to the lath 
and plaster itself. In other words, the box 
is so constructed and secured upon the rough 
Work, that any standard crowfoot can be 
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secured upon the box instead of upon the 
lath and plaster. However, we prefer to use 
a form of crowfoot, which may be secured 
more rapidly and easily than the ordinary 
crowfoot, each foot thereof being formed 
with a transverse passage 13, connecting a 
side of the foot with the countersunk screw 
hole 12 therein, these passages being all 
formed on the same side of the feet, prefer 
ably on the right hand side. Thereby the 
time required for securing the crowfoot in 
position is greatly reduced, for, the screws 
being already partly screwed into their screw 
holes in the bosses, it is only necessary to 
place the crowfoot slightly to the left, angu 
larly, of its proper position, and then give 
the same a slight turn to the right, and then 
the shanks of the screws will pass into the 
passages 13 in the feet, so that the heads of 
said screws will be immediately over the 
counter-sunk holes 12, and then, on screwing 
down the screws, the crowfoot is secured in 
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place. This can be done in less than one 
half the time required to screw the screws 
through their entire length. The fixture is 
then secured to the crowfoot in the usual 
manner. 

In cases where it is desired to use snap 
switches, and other fixtures not requiring a 
crowfoot we provide a special form of face 
plate 15, formed with countersunk sockets 
16 for screw heads, which sockets are in the 
proper relative positions, so that screws 
passed through said sockets can be screwed 
into the screw holes in the box in precisely 
the same manner as the crowfoot is secured 
thereto. Said face plate 15 is also formed 
with the wire holes 17 and with the screw 
holes 18, so that it can be secured to any 
standard socket, switch, or rosette. By giv 
ing the face plate the same finish as the 
fixtures themselves, its use improves the 
general appearance of the fixture. 
An important feature of this invention is 

that the back and wall of the base are formed 
in a single piece having no opening, either in 
the back or in the wall, except those for the 
screws 2 and for the wires and their insula 
tion, thus providing an entirely metallic cas 
ing completely surrounding all the joints 
connecting the fixture to the line, whereby 
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the danger of combustion being started by 
defective connections is reduced to a mini 

- 

We claim: 
In combination with a backing for lath 

and plaster, and lath and plaster secured 
thereon, an outlet box having a base and a 
cylindrical wall formed integral therewith 
said base being secured upon the front wall 
of said backing and the cylindrical wall hav 
ing its front edge substantially flush with 
the surface of the plaster, said base having 
a central aperture, and the backing having 
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an aperture registering with the central aper 
ture in the base, said base and Wall having 
also formed integral thereon bosses with 
screw holes therein, and a crowfoot having 
its feet secured upon said bosses, said feet 
being substantially flush with the plaster of 
the wall, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof we have hereunto 

set our hands in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

OSCAR F. ERCKSON. 
RICHARD H. BRADSHAW. 

Witnesses: 
W. P. WooLSEY, 
FRANCIS M. WRIGHT. 
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