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This invention relates to folding chairs, 
and particularly to folding chairs adapted 
for use on beaches, lawns and the like. 
The invention has for its object generally 

5 an improved chair of the character indicated 
which is durable, efficient, can be readily fold: 
ed into a compact package and is readily and 
cheaply manufactured 
More specifically it is an object to provide 

a foldable frame for chairs of the character 
indicated which may be completely collapsed 
and folded on itself, but when set up is rigid 
and is self-locking so that there is no dan 
ger of collapsing when in use. 
Other objects of the invention will in part 

be obvious and will in part appear herein 
after. 

O 
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The invention accordingly comprises the 
features of construction, combinations of ele: 
ments, and arrangement of parts, which will 
be exemplified in the constructions herein 
after set forth and the scope of the applica 
tion of which will be indicated in the claim. 
For a fuller understanding of the nature 

and objects of the invention, reference should be had to the following detailed description 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawing, in which: 
Fig.1 is a perspective view showing One 

form of folding chair embodying the inven 
tion: 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view showing a 
modified form of collapsible frame which 
may be employed in the practice of the inven 
tion: - 

Fig. 3 shows a folding chair of the charac 
ter indicated in Fig. 1, provided with a can 
opy t . . ) Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing the 
frame of the chair when collapsed; and 

Fig. 5 is a similar view showing the frame 
wrapped in the chair covering ready for 
transport. 

Referring now the drawing and particul 
larly to Fig. 1, 10 denotes generally the frame 
of the chair which as shown when set up is 
generally rectangular in shape and is com: 
posed of articulated members, or mechanical links which are relatively rigid and may be 

50 made of any suitable material, for example 
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of Wood, metal or tubing. The frame is so 
articulated that it may be readily collapsed, 
but when extended and set up on the ground 
in the position shown in Fig. 1, is adapted 
to support a flexible cover 11 which may be 
of canvas or other suitable sheet material in 
order to provide a chair or reclining support 
for the beach or lawn. 

In accordance with the present invention, 
the frame of the chair is articulated, so that G 
it may be collapsed in two stages, the first of 
which involves the folding together of two 
portions of the frame like the leaves of a 
book, while the Second stage involves folding 
inwardly upon the frame members the up- 65 
standing portions which remain after the 
first stage of folding is completed. To this 
end, the rectangular frame shown in Fig. 1 
comprises side members 12, to which connect 
ing members 16 are attached at their ends by 70 
hinges shown at 17. Each of the side mem 
bers has intermediate hinges 15 whose axes 

55 

are at right angles to the axes of the hinges 
17. The side members 12 are thus seen to comprise two portions 13 and 14 which are 75 
preferably of the same length. Also it is 
preferable to dispose the hinges both at 15 
and 17 at one edge of the end portions of the 
members, so that when opened fully to the straight line position, the end portions abut 80 
so as to block further opening movement. 
By placing the hinges at 15 on the front side 
of the frame, it is seen that the stresses im 
posed when in use, cause the upper portion 
of the frame to be biased in open position, (85 
thereby avoiding the danger of collapse 
while in use. 
The chair frame thus provided is adapted 

to be used with one side resting on the ground 
and supported in an inclined position. 90 
Supporting means are associated with the 
frame, which in the form shown in Fig. 1, comprise an auxiliary frame-portion hinged 
ly connected to the main frame. Here, mem 
bers 18 are hingedly connected to the mem- (95 
bers 14. With hinges parallel to those at 15. 
A ground reacting member 19 is hingedly 
connected to the lower ends of members 18. 
The auxiliary frame in this construction is 
thus similar to the upper portion of the main l90 



frame, so that when folded together in the 
first stage, these portions move as the three 
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pages of a book, the two members 16 and the 
member 19 being at the bottom. When the 
upstanding portions 13, 14 and 18 are folded 
in on the bottom members in the second stage, 
the collapsed frame appears as shown in 
Fig. 4. The cover 11, is attached to the front 
of the frame-work in any suitable manner, 
the said cover being preferably provided 
with an integral seat portion 20, to serve as 
a protecting means, when this chair is used ground. on the beaches, or when on the 
When the cover 11 has been removed and the frame collapsed to the position shown in 

Fig. 4, it may then be used as a wrapper for 
the frame. To this end the frame when col 
lapsed is laid on one end of the cover while 
spread out flat. It is then rolled into the 
package shown in Fig. 5. In order that the 
cover may remain securely in this wrapped 
position, it preferably has snap-fastenerspo 
sitioned as shown at 32. These fasteners 32 
or other convenient fasteners may be used to 
attach the cover to the member 16 when the 
back rest is in use. - - - 

In Figure 2 is shown a modified construc 
tion which differs from that shown in Figure 
1, mainly in that the front side members 21, 

30 21, are of a rigid construction, whereas the 
connecting members 22, and 23, are at the top 
and bottom respectively and have interme 
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diate hinges at 24, their ends being hinged 
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A folding back rest, comprising a collapsi 
ble rectangular main frame consisting of 
connecting members and side members, each 
of said side members being divided into two 
portions by a hinge, hinges at the ends of said 
connecting members, joining said connecting 
members to said side members and having 
axes at right angles to the axes of said first 
mentioned hinges, supporting means, and 
hinges connecting said supporting means to 
said side members and adjacent to and having 
axes parallel with said first-mentioned hinges, 
whereby said side portions and said support 
ing means are triple elements of a compound 
hinge. 
Signed at New York city, in the county 

of New York and State of New York this 
22nd day of November A.D. 1930. 
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with axes at right angles to the intermediate 
hinge, and thus serve as means for folding 
the device together. - - - 
The frame when in service position is sup 

ported by members 25, 25, which are con 
nected to the front side members by hinges 
at 26, and are provided with ground reacting 
portions 27, 27, in order to avoid sinking in 
soft ground, when the device is set up for use. . 
A cover similar to that shown in Figure 1, 

is attached to said frame in Figure 2, to 
complete the device. . . . . . . 
Whenever desired the said device may be 

provided with a canopy, as shown at 28 in 
Figure 3. Here the canopy is supported on 
another auxiliary frame, which is hinged at 
the side to the front side members, as shown 
at 29. The axes of these hinges are so dis 
posed that the canopy may be made to collapse 
at the front 30, or at the side 31, according 
to the position of the hinges for folding the 
device together. 

It is obvious that the present invention is 
not strictly limited to the form of construc 
tion shown herein, but applicant reserves the right to make all such minor changes and 
modifications that may be well within the 
claim. . - - 

Having thus described my invention, what 
scope of this invention and the appended 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States, is: 

70 

75 

80 

85 

00 

05 

10 

5 

20 

25 

30 


