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My invention relates to a box adapted to 

serve not only as a container when closed 
for an article of merchandise, but also when open to serve as a display support upon which 
the article may be exhibited in a showcase or 
upon a counter. Such boxes are usually rath 
er small in size, ornamental in finish and are 
generally sold with the particular article dis 
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played, which may be any one of many forms 
of jewelry, watches, fountain SE pencils, 
and various kinds of toilet articles and other 
small and ornamental objects. 

It is the purpose of my invention to pro 
vide a container equipped with a collapsible 
display frame or rack which shall be substan 
tial in construction, convenient to manipu 
late, reliable in action and ornamental in 
appearance, and which in general shall be 
well adapted to serve the purposes and meet 
the requirements of the class of boxes above 
mentioned. With these ends in view, I have 
devised and invented the display box herein 
after described in detail, the essential ele 
ments of my invention being more particu 
larly pointed out in the appended claims. 
In the drawing, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a jewelry box to which my invention is applied; 
Fig. 2 is a cross-section of the box on a 

plane indicated by the dotted line 2-2 of Fig. 1; and 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the dis 

play frame structure detached, viewed in a 
direction opposite to that of Fig. 1. 

Like reference characters indicate like 
parts in all the figures of the drawing. 
The body structure and cover of my novel 

display box may be of any suitable construc 
tion, such as the well-known form of jewelry 
box illustrated in the drawing, which is well 
adapted for the reception and display of a 
wrist watch, or a bracelet, and which com 
prises a body member 1 and a cover 2 which 
are hinged together, preferably, though not 
necessarily, by a snap hinge which in a well 
known manner acts to maintain the cover in 
one or the other of its extreme positions; one 
opened and the other closed. In the pres 
ent instance, it may be assumed that both 
the body member and lid are covered with 

an ornamental covering, and the box cover 
lined as usual, and that the body member is 
provided with an ornamental collar strip 
3 and the snap hinge is covered with an orna 
mental finishing strip of fabric 4-all in ac 
cordance with usual methods of construc 
tion of such containers. 
Coming now to the novel display frame 

structure to which my present invention re 
lates, the body structure includes the body 
member 1 and, in the present instance, 
though not necessarily, a sheet metal false 
bottom member 5 of such weight and di 
mensions that it fits the body member snug 
ly and is securely retained therein by fric 
tional engagement, although it may be posi 
tively secured to the box body if desired. At 
what will be termed the forward side of 
the box (opposite the hinge connecting the 
body and cover) this plate 5 is formed with 
an upright flange consisting of a lower por 
tion 6 fitting snugly against the front side of 
the box body and a rearwardly and upward 
ly inclined upper portion 7 of which con 
stitutes a hinge support for a display pad 
later to be described. The hinge support 
may be otherwise formed, however, as by be 
ing made an integral portion of the front 
side of the body member, or a part of one 
of the leaves of the Snap hinge next to be de scribed. 
To this hinge support 7, the folding dis 

play frame or pad 8 is connected by a spring 
Snap hinge 9 of well-known construction hav 
ing leaves secured severally to Said hinge sup 
port and the front edge of the display pad. 
The hinge leaves are connected by a bowed 
Spring 10 which between its ends curves in 
Wardly of the box around the pintle of the 
hinge and acts on opposite sides of a dead 
center position of the hinge leaves between 
upper and lower positions of the pad 8 to 
hold the pad alternatively either raised or 
lowered. In its upper display position the 
center of the spring 10 brings up against the 
rolls of the hinge leaves to stop further up 
Ward movement and hold it in an inclined dis 
play position suitable for the advantageous 
display of articles on the pad, while in the 
lowered position bent end portions 16 of the 
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pad which will again be referred to bring up 
against the upper face of the false bottom 
member 5 to stop movement of the pad in the 
opposite direction and hold it in a horizontal 

5 position. 
The pad 8, as indicated in the drawing, may 

conveniently consist of a sheet metal body 
member, marked 8", covered on top by an or 
namental facing 11 of velvet, or other nate 
rial carried downwardly around the edges, 
and a finishing sheet of paper 12 on the un 
derside arranged to cover the edges of the 
fabric 11. The upper side of the plate 5 and 
exposed face of the hinge support are like 
wise covered with an ornamental facing 13 
of suitable material. In the present instance, 
as illustrated, the hinge leaves are connected 
to the flange of the false bottom member and 
the pad member outside the facings of the 

20 members by lugs 14 struck up from the sheet 
metal of the connected parts passing through 
orifices formed in the hinge leaves and bent 
down to clamp such parts to the leaves. 
As illustrated the pad is formed with op 

posite notches 15 at its ends a short distance 
back of the hinge line, which permits the 
above mentioned end portions 16 of the pad 
to the rear of the notches to be bent as de 
sired, whereby its size and shape may be 
varied within limits to neatly fit a particular 
watch strap, or bracelet, or other article, or 
vary the inclination of the surface of the pad 
in closed position. 

It will be observed that when the pad is 
depressed the stress of the spring hinge will 
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cause the end portions of the pad, bent down 
to form legs, as shown, to yieldingly bear on 
any portion of any article carried by the pad 
extending downwardly beneath the legs (such 
as the loop of the strap of a wrist watch, a 
bracelet, or like article), securing the arti 
cle against movement. The thickness of any 
such underlying portion of the pad may vary 
the level of the surface of the pad, and as 
before explained the end portions of the pad 
may be bent to vary the elevation and incli 
nation of the closed pad as desired. The em 
ployment of sturdy and substantial support 
ing and pad members and the provision of 
the flange which forms the hinge support at 
the forward side of the false bottom mem 
ber, whereby necessary space is provided for 
the curved spring of the very efficient and 
serviceable Snap hinge employed, render the 
collapsible pad structure durable and relia 
ble in operation and particularly suitable for 
the purposes for which it was designed. 
I claim: 
1. In a jewelry box, a sheet metal false 

bottom formed with an upright flange hav 
ing at its top an inclined portion adjacent 
the front edge of the box constituting a hinge 
support, a display pad, and a Snap spring 
hinge pivotally connecting said support and 
pad, said hinge acting to yieldingly stress 
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said pad alternatively either to a stopped in 
clined display position or horizontal lowered 
position. 

2. A jewelry box including a body struc 
ture having a collapsible display pad pivot 
ally connected to the forward side of said 
body structure adjacent its top edge, and 
spring hinge means for yieldingly stressing 
said pad alternatively either to a stopped in 
clined display position or lowered horizontal 
position, said pad being provided with de 
pending leg elements arranged to be arrested 
by the bottom of the box when the pad is in 
lowered position. 

3. A jewelry box adapted to display ar 
ticles provided with a strap, said box includ 
ing a collapsible display pad pivotally con 
nected to the forward side of the body struc 
ture adjacent its top edge, and spring hinge 
means for yieldingly stressing said pad al 
ternatively either to a stopped inclined dis 
play position or lowered horizontal position, 
said pad being provided with depending leg 
elements arranged to clamp the strap of the 
contained article against the bottom of the 
box when the pad is in lowered position. 
In testimony whereof, I have subscribed my 
ae. 

JOHN M. SHIELDS. 
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