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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRED LYLE LYMAN, a citizen of 

the United States, and a resident of St. Louis, in the 
State of Missouri, have invented a new and Improved 
Holder, of which the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act description. 
The invention relates to devices for holding a book 

in an open position, and its object is to provide a new 
and improved holder, more especially designed for 
use on the shelf of a piano, organ or a similar musical 
instrument, and arranged to hold a music book open 
at any desired page and without danger of marring the 
instrument or tearing or otherwise injuring the book 
cover or the leaves. 
The invention consists of novel features and parts 

and combinations of the same, which will be more 
fully described hereinafter and then pointed out in 
the claims. 
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A practical embodiment of the invention is repre 
sented in the accompanying drawings forming a part 
of this specification, in which similar characters of 
reference indicate corresponding parts in both the 
views. 

Figure I is a perspective view of the improvement 
as applied; and Fig. 2 is an enlarged transverse section 
of the same. Fig. 3 is a rear perspective view in detail 
of one end of the front bar. 
The holder illustrated in the drawings is preferably 

made from a single piece of wire, bent to form trans 
verse base bars A, placed a suitable distance apart and 
terminating at their rear ends in upwardly extending 
back bars B, from the upper ends of which extend 
downwardly and forwardly spring arms C reaching 
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with their lower ends within a short distance of the 
basebars A. The spring arms C operate in conjunc 
tion with a front bar D connecting the outer ends of L 
shaped arms E with each other, the said L-shaped 
arms E extending upwardly and outwardly from the 
front ends of the base bars A. The inner surface of 
the front bar D is preferably roughened at or near the 
ends thereof, as plainly indicated in Fig. 3. In order 
to prevent marring of the furniture on which the holder 
is set I prefer to cover portions of the holder with rub 
ber tubing. For instance, as shown in the drawings, 

two pieces of rubber tubing are used, one covering each 
base bar A, its back bar 13, a portion of the upper end 
of the spring arm C and the vertical member of the cor 
responding L-shaped arm E. 

In using the device on the shelf of a piano, organ 
or a similar musical instrument, for instance, to hold 
a music book in an open position, it is only necessary 
to place the holder on the shelf, to open the book to 
the desired page, then press the covers of the book 
against the arms (, to swing the same rearwardly and 
allow of pushing the book down until the bottom edges 
of the book covers rest on the base bars A. The oper 
ator now releases the book, so that the spring arms () 
press the lower end of the book forward and the open 
pages against the front bar D, to securely hold the book 
in an open position, the covers of which rest on the 
upwardly and rearwardly slanting spring arms C, thus 
giving the desired usual inclination to the book besides 
holding it in open position. 
The device shown and described is very simple and 

durable in construction and can be cheaply manufac 
tured. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim as 

new and desire to secure by Letters Patent: 
1. A holder, comprising a stand laving end base bal's 

for the book to rest on, back bars extending upwardly 
from the end bars, a front bar connecting the base bars for 
extendling across the leaves of the open book, and spling 
arms depending from the upper ends of the said back 
bal's and adapted to press against the covel's of the Obell 
look to hold the leaves in contact with the said front 
bar. 

2. A holder made of a single piece of wire and conn 
prising base lal's terminating at their front onds in up 
wald and outwardly extending t-shaped arms, a front. 
lar connecting the terminals of the said t-slaped a l'Inns 
with each other, back bars rising from the rear terminals 
of the said base bars, and spring alms extendling down 
wardly and forwardly from the upper ends of the said 
back lars to within a short distance of the said base hill's 
and a distance below the said front bar. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my name to this 
specification in the presence of two subscribing witnesses, 

FIREI) IYIE IYAAN. 

Witnesses: 
IRTITIA A. PoTLE, 
.\LICE ... COALs. 
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