
1,929,303 W. O. BROWN 

BAKERS TRAY 

Oct. 3, 1933. 

? ? 

Filed Aug. 18, 1930 

INVENTOR. 
A2éze a 22% 

24-4, 51%-. 
BY 

ATTORNEY. 

  



Patented Oct. 3, 1933 1,929,303 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

BAKER's TRAY 
Walter O. Brown, Detroit, Mich. 

Application August 18, 1930. serial No. 475,885 
(CL 217-5) 6 Clains. 

0 

5 

50 

5 5 

This invention relates to wooden trays and 
more particularly to that type of tray as used 
for carrying pastries in delivery trucks. . . . . 
An object of the invention is to provide a tray 

of relatively large size which will be light in 
Weight and rigid in construction. . . . . . 

Another object of the invention is to provide a 
wooden tray in which the four sides and the bot 
tom are made of veneer wood and the top and 
lower edges of thesides are provided with wooden 
reinforcing strips and these held together by tie 
rods so that any strain is taken from the veneer 
Sides. . . . : - 

These objects and the several novel features of 
the invention are hereinafter more fully described 
and claimed and the preferred form of construc 
tion by which these objects are attained is 
Shown in the accompanying drawing in which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my improved 
tray. " . . 

. Fig. 2 is an enlarged section taken on line. 2-2 
of Fig.1. - - - - - . . . . . 

Fig. 3 is a detail view of a modified form of 
construction...showing a reinforcing member for 
the tie, rod. , ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Referring now to the drawing it will be seen 
that the bottom of the tray, the sides 2 and the 
ends 3 are made preferably of three-ply veneer 
wood. The bottom.1 is nailed to the sidestrips 
4 and the end strips 5, the same forming a rec 
tangular frame, the outer dimensions of which 
are the Same as the dimensions of the bottom of 
the tray. . . . . . - . . . . . . . . -.' ' 
The longitudinally extending strips 6 are nailed 

to the end strips 5 as indicated at 7 and the bot 
tom 1 is in turn nailed to the strips 6 as indi 
cated at 8. The reinforcing strips 9 extend along 
the sides 2 of the tray and at the lower edge 
thereof and are nailed to the strips 4 as indicated 
at 10. The wood reinforcing strips 11 extend 
along the ends of the tray, and at the lower edge 
thereof and are nailed to the end strips 5 a. 
indicated at 12. . . . . - 

it will be seen that the nails also extend 
through the end strips 11 as well as the end 
strips 5. The sides 2 of the tray are nailed to 
the strips 9 as indicated at 13. The wood rein 
forcing strips 14 are nailed to the sides 2, the 
upper edge of the same being flush with the 
upper. edge of the sides of the tray, while the 
ends 3 of the tray have the strips 15 nailed to 
the upper edge thereof as indicated at 16. Suit 
able hand holds 17 are provided in the ends 3 of 
the tray for permitting the same to be easily 
lifted. Suitable posts 19 are inserted in the inner 

extending between the upper strip. 14 and the 

Corners of the tray and are nailed to the sides 
2 and the ends 3, as indicated at. 20. The upper 
corners of the tray are provided with the sheet 
metal reinforcing pieces 21, the same being nailed 
to the strips 14 and 15, as indicated at 22. The 60 . 
lower corners of the tray are provided with the 
reinforcing pieces or wear plates 23 the same be 
ing nailed to the strips 9 and 11 as indicated at 24. 
By referring to Fig. 2 it will be seen that the 

rods or wires 25 are provided at their ends with 65. 
the outturned portions 26 and 27, the sends 26 
being inserted in the apertures 28 provided in 
the strips 14 while the ends 27 are inserted in 
the apertures 29 provided in the strips. 9... The 
end strips. 11 and 15 will likewise be provided 70. 
with apertures for receiving the outturned ends 
of the wires or rods 30, the same being identical 
with the rods 25. It will thus be seen that any 
strain exerted upon the top of bottom edge of 
the tray will be taken up by the rods 25 and 30. 75 
In assembling the tray the bottom 1 will first 

be nailed to the strips 4, 5 and 6... The wires. 25 
Will have their outturned ends inserted in the re 
cesses provided respectively in the strips 9 and 
14 and the sides 2 will then be nailed to the said 
strip. The ends of the tray will be assembled in 
like manner, the outturned ends of the wires 30 
being assembled in the recesses provided in the 
strips 11 and i5 and the ends 3 then being-nailed 
to the Said strips. The sides 2 will then be nailed 
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85 
to the strips 4 while the ends 3 will be nailed to 
the strips 5 and then both the sides and the ends 
will be nailed to the corner posts 19. The metal 
reinforcing pieces 21 and 23 will then be nailed 
respectively to the upper and lower side and end 
strips and the tray will then be ready for use. 
When it is desired to make a tray of consider 

able depth it is desirable to reinforce the wire 

90. 

lower strip 9 and, as shown in Fig. 3, an aper- 95 
ture is provided in the panel 2 and a portion 43 . . . 
is struck out from the plate 41 and extends 
through the aperture in the panel and closely ens 
circles the rod 40. If desired the struck out por 
tion 43 may then be Welded to the rod 40. The 100 : 
plate 41 is provided with a plurality of inturned 
tongues 42 and may be driven into the side . 
panel 2. . . . 
From the foregoing description it becomes evi 

dent that I have provided a tray of relatively 
large size which will be fairly light in weight al 
lowing the same to be easily handled but which 
will be exceedingly strong and due to the fact 
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that the rods connect the reinforcing strips and 
also that the corners are provided with metal 110 
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reinforcing pieces no weaving or twisting can 
take place in the tray. 
Having thus fully, described my invention, its 

utility aid mode of operation, what I. claim and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent of the United 
States is 

1. A tray consisting of a rectangular frame, a 
bottom portion resting upon said frame, side 
and end panels resting on said bottom portion, 
reinforcing strips secured respectively to the top 
and bottom edges of said side and end panels, 
tie rods connected to the upper and lower rein 
forcing strips, and reinforcing means for the 
tie rods secured to the side and end panels and 
positioned between the upper and lower rein 
forcing strip. - 

2. A tray having an open top comprising a 
bottom frame of the desired peripheral shape, a 
panel member providing a bottom covering the 
frame the edges of which terminate flush with 
the outer peripheral face thereof, a peripheral 
wall of panel like form, the outer face of which is 
practically flush with the said peripheral outer 
face of the bottom frame, reinforcing members 
secured to the outer peripheral face of the bot 
tom frame and extending thereabove providing a 
Support for the bottom edge of the side wall, a 
second reinforcing member extending about the 
upper end of the peripheral side wall on the ex 
terior face thereof and flush with the upper 
edge thereof, triangular metal corner plates ex 
tending across the upper edge of the upper re 
inforcing member and . over the outer side faces 
thereof and a similar series of metal corner plates 
extending across the bottom edge and over the 
outer side faces of the bottom reinforcing mem 
ber, and a Series of metal tie members extend 
ing vertically between and secured to the said 
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reinforcing members to relieve the side wall of 
strain tending to be imposed thereon in handling 
the tray by the upper reinforcing member. 

3. A receptacle having an open top comprising 
a Wooden bottom frame of rectangular form, a 
wood panel member providing a bottom cover 
ing the frame and terminating practically, flush 
with the outer peripheral face thereof, wooden 
side-and end walls of panel like form, the outer 
faces of which are practically flush with the 
respective portion of the outer face of the bot 
tom frame member, a wooden reinforcing mem 
ber extending about and secured to the bottom 
frame and covering the bottom edge of the side 
and end panels to support the same, and a 
second wooden reinforcing member extending 
about and positioned approximately flush with 
the upper end of the side and end walls on the 
exterior face thereof, said end walls each having 
an elongated aperture just beneath the respec 
tive portion of the upper reinforcing member 
whereby the same may be used as a handhold, 
and a series of vertical metal members secured 
at opposite ends to the reinforcing members and 
lying in contact: with the side and end panels 
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is 

rod. . . . . . . ; 

1,929,303. 
to support the same from outward deflection be 
tween the reinforcing members and further pro 
viding a means to relieve the vertical panels of 
Strains imposed thereon in handling the tray. 

4. A receptacle or the like having an open top 
comprising a bottom frame of rectangular form, 
a panel member of plywood providing a bot 
tom cover for the frame and terminating prac 
tically flush with the outer peripheral face there 
of, side and end walls of plywood providing 
panels, the bottom edges of which engage the 
bottom panel and the outer faces of which are 
practically flush with the respective portions of 

...the outer face of the bottom frame member, a 
Wood reinforcing member extending about the 
outer face of the bottom frame flush. With the 
bottom face thereof and extending above the 
bottom frame and bottom edge of the side and 
end panels providing a support therefor, a sec 
ond reinforcing member extending about the 
outer side and upper end of the side and end 
walls practically flush with the upper ends of 
the said walls, a corner post in the interior cor 
ners formed by the side and end walls, a series 
of vertical tie rods in spaced relation extending 
between the reinforcing members to relieve the 
panels of strain in handling the tray by using 
the upper reinforcing member, as a handhold, 
and metal corner plates extending across the 
upper ends of the corner posts and secured to 
the upper reinforcing member each way from the 
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corner, and a similar metal corner plate at each 
of the botton corners and Secured to the bot 
ton reinforcing members. - - , - - - 

.5. A wooden receptacle consisting , of: a rec 
tangular frame, a bottom panel supported on 
the upper face of the frame, Side and end panels 
-having the lower edges engaging the bottom por 
tion, a reinforcing strip-secured to the top edge 
of the side and end panels, a reinforcing strip 
secured to the bottom frame and bottom edges of 
the said side and end panels, metal tie rods lying 
in contact on the outer face of the side and end 
panels and having end portions respectively se 
cured to the upper and lower reinforcing strips, 
and a metal reinforcing plate for each tierodise 
cured on the inner face of the respective panel 
and having a struck... out portion extending 
through the panel and about the respective tie 

. 6...A wooden receptacle having, an open top 
comprising top and bottom peripheral frame 
members, a bottom member, side walls of thin 
or flexible wood supported by the frame members, 
and a series of , metal tie rods extending ver 
tically between and secured to the top and bot 
tom frame members between said members, and 
the side and end walls to relieve the side walls 
of strain imposed thereon in handling and lying 
in contact with said walls between the frame 
members to support, the same against internal 
pressure. . . . - 

WALTER, O. BROWN. 
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